ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 17 February 2004

Present: 
Dr C Fraser 



Mr F Furness



Ms A Gibson

Mrs D Harding

Mrs A Lang

Mrs C Liddell

Mr W J Macnaught

Ms K McCubbin

Ms E Rees

Dr W A L Seaman

Dr W Stokes

Mrs H Whale

Dr T Yellowly

Due to a power cut before the meeting started discussion was somewhat curtailed.

Alison Gibson, representing Sunderland Antiquarian Society, and Kate McCubbin, representing Sunderland Libraries, were attending their first meeting.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Fiona Green and Barbara Harbottle. 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 18 November 2003 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were none.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 12 February 2004

Bill Macnaught reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place the previous week. 

(i). Members had asked that the comments on proposed national archives and records legislation, approved at the previous meeting, be forwarded to local MPs.

(ii). Members remained concerned that we were unable to accept credit card payments, and the situation would be kept under review.

(iii). An update on the Best Value review had been presented. The first Saturday opening on 7 February had been popular and successful. Most of the milestones were on target, but the cultural diversity programme to address gaps in existing holdings had been delayed for funding reasons, an upgrade to the CALM system had set back the unification of the locations database, although it was beneficial in other ways. It had been decided to delay the strategic records management service to coincide with the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act in January 2005.

(iv). There was an increase in the projected income from records management and other sources for the current year, which coupled with other underspends allowed £26,640 to be carried forward to 2004/5. In addition the projected income for 2004/5 was £27,500 giving a total of £50,710. It was proposed to spend this on support for the Northern Region Film & Television Archive (£11,500), continuing the contracts of three staff (£15,500), match funding for electronic conversion of catalogues of church and school records (£1700), a pilot project for an outreach assistant (£18,000) and development of educational content for the website (£4,010)

(v). Terms of reference for the proposed Development Trust were reported. Members requested a further report on the proposed board make up before final confirmation.

(vi). The National Archives had invited comments on their proposed framework of standards for the inspection of archive repositories and services. Members had approved the proposed response with the addition of a suggested modular approach so that weaker areas of a service did not affect the assessment of other parts.

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 November 2003 - 31 January 2004

This had been circulated.

6. Any other business

There was none

7. Ashington to Zanzibar project

Because of the lack of light Nerys Tunnicliffe’s presentation was held over.

8. 
Date of Next Meetings
20 July 2004-

9 November 2004 

15 February 2005 (subject to progress with development trust)
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