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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE 

17 July 2003



 

TITLE OF REPORT:
 Replacement of the Halon gas fire suppression system
REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist and Head of Cultural Development
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Government legislation requires the removal of Halon fire protection systems by 31 December 2003.  Halon systems are banned because of their ozone depletion potential on the stratospheric ozone layer. A report to Tyne & Wear Museums Joint Committee in June 2003 recommended the acceptance of a tender for replacement of the Archives Service’s halon system with a water sprinkler system funded by repairs and maintenance provision rebated in 2002/03.
 

Policy Context

1.  The Archives Service’s storage areas at Blandford House are currently protected by a halon gas fire suppression system installed in the 1970s and subsequently extended. Government legislation requires the removal of halon systems by 31 December 2003. Halon systems are banned because of their ozone depletion potential.

Consultation

2.  Tyne & Wear Museums, Newcastle City Design, potential suppliers

Implications

3.  No financial implications, but the proposed work will cause considerable disruption to the Archives Service.

Recommendations

4.  To note the report

CONTACT: Liz Rees   0191 232 6789 extension  415
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Background

1.  Blandford House is owned by Newcastle City Council to which the Archives Service pays an annual recharge, including an element for repairs and maintenance.

2. Tyne & Wear Museums agreed that a repairs and maintenance rebate from 2002/3 could be used to fund the necessary replacement of the fire suppression system.

3. In consultation with Tyne & Wear Museums, Newcastle City Design and potential suppliers it was agreed that replacement of the halon system with a water sprinkler system was the most suitable option.

4. Newcastle City Council have undertaken a tendering process.

5. A recommendation as to the preferred supplier was taken to the Tyne & Wear Museums Joint Committee on 26 June.

 

Proposal

6.  To accept the recommendation of the Joint Museums Committee.

Consultation

7.  Tyne & Wear Museums, Newcastle City Design, potential suppliers.

Alternative Options

8.  None recommended

Implications of Recommended Option

9. Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

10. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

11. Environmental Implications -  removal of the halon system will have positive implications

12. Human Rights Implications -  nil

13. Ward Implications -  nil

Background Information

14.  Report to Tyne & Wear Museums Joint Committee (confidential)
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