ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 18 February 2003

Present: 
Mr J Clarke

Dr C Fraser 



Mr F Furness



Mr P Hall

Miss B Harbottle
Miss C Liddell

Dr S M Linsley

Ms E Rees

Dr W A L Seaman

Mrs H A Whale

1. Apologies for absence were received from Anthea Lang, Winifred Stokes, Tom Yellowley and Dilys Harding
2. Minutes of meeting held on 19 November 2002 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were none.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 13 February 2003

The Chief Archivist reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place the previous week. The meeting had been inquorate as no members from Newcastle or South Tyneside were present. However, the reports were taken subject to later ratification.

(i). Records management and other income had amounted to approximately £30,000 in 2002/3. £10,000 would be carried forward to fund ongoing work on the records management service and on the locations database. Projected income from records management for the coming year was lower at approximately £25,000, but for the research service was estimated at £4000, giving £29,000 in total. This would be spent on the film archive (£7500), conrtinuation of development work (£10,500), a project archivist (£8200) and continuing contracts for two archive assistants (£2800).

(ii). There would be some rises in fees and charges, including for the paid research service. There had been no changes in the previous year.

(iii). The committee was updated on the progress of the Resource Archive Task Force. The Chief Archivist had been personally consulted and there would be a regional consultation meeting.

(iv). The committee was asked to endorse proposals to establish the Northern Region Film & Television Archive as a company limited by guarantee as soon s possible, and for Gateshead Council to continue to act on its behalf in the meantime.

(v). The Best Value Review was still awaiting report back from the leaders of the five councils. The building was still the main issue, but no authority had come forward with a proposal. The Review would now move into the implementation period – a five year plan. The full report would be circulated to all members of the User Group.

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 November 2002 - 31 January 2003

This had been circulated. Of particular note were some early Newcastle guild records.

6. Any other business

There was none.

7. Recent accessions

The Chief Archivist introduced some items from recent accessions. 

8. 
Date of Next Meeting
22 July 2003

18 November 2003 

17 February 2004
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