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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
12 February  2004
TITLE OF REPORT:
Proposed framework of standards for the inspection of archive repositories and services

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Comment has been invited on proposals to change the current provision for archive inspection and advisory services provided by the National Archives.

 

Policy Context

1.
The merger of the Public Record Office and the Historical Manuscripts Commission in April 2003 has offered an opportunity to re-examine and merge their individual inspection regimes.

Consultation

2.
NERAC (see below)

Implications

3.
None

Recommendations

4.
Approve submission of the response as attached.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 232 6789 extension  415
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Background

1.  The Public Record Office (PRO) and Historical Manuscripts Commission (HMC) operated parallel inspection and advisory services. Coming together offers an opportunity to extend advice across a wide range of important archival issues such as preservation, access, records management and developing fields such as electronic records management and digital preservation.

2.
The National Archives is developing a framework of standards to inform its inspection and advisory work and is seeking views by 27 February in line with the Cabinet Office’s Code of Practice on Written Consultation.

Implications for Tyne & Wear Archives Service

3. Under the previous inspection regimes Tyne & Wear Archives Service is currently not recognised by the HMC, and received a critical report from the PRO, although this stopped short of de-recognition as a Place of Deposit for public records.

4. The consultation offers the possibility of new criteria for recognising archives which are “fit for the purpose of each individual archive service”, “an indicator to potential depositors that a particular repository would be a very good steward of their collections”, although not necessarily meeting the letter of each standard.

Consultation

5. Issues have previously been discussed with the North East Regional Archives Council, which has also been asked to comment on this framework. 
Alternative Options

6.  n/a

Implications of Recommended Option

7. Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

8. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

9. Environmental Implications -  nil

10. Human Rights Implications -  nil

11. Ward Implications -  nil

Background Information

12. The archives service’s response to the consultation is attached.
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