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Report for the Tyne & Wear Archives Joint Committee

 13 February 2003

 Resource Archives Task Force

Bill Macnaught, Head of Cultural Development

Liz Rees, Chief Archivist


Purpose of the Report

1.  To update the Joint Committee on the work of the Resource Archives Task Force.

Background

2 In July 2002 the Department for Culture Media and Sport asked Resource to set up an Archives Task Force to “throw a searchlight on archives, investigating current strengths and weaknesses and identifying ways of ensuring the nation’s archives are better understood, better looked after, and better used”.

3 The Joint Committee received a report on the proposals for the Task Force at its meeting in November 2002, after which it resolved to write to Resource commenting on the fact that the Task Force did not involve elected members. It was also highlighted that there was no representation from the north of England.

Progress to date

4 Mark Wood, the acting chairman of the Resource board, replied to the committee’s letter explaining that the Task Force members were appointed by the Department for Culture, Media & Sport, and not by Resource. They were not intended to be ‘representative’ because of the wide range of public and private bodies holding archives, but did include two with recent or current experience of local authority public services. Resource had discussed the Task Force with the Local Government Association and presented a paper to the LGA’s Cultural Services Executive on 20 January. The north east was not the only region without representation.

5 The first meeting of the Task Force was held in November 2002 and discussed defining the archives domain, profile raising and perceptions, users and non-users, electronic archives, learning, the National Archive Service and funding the future.

6 Resource has been carrying out a programme of evidence gathering and a senior officer of Resource visited Tyne & Wear Archives Service in December, as well as consulting with Penny Wilkinson of NEMLAC. This was also referred to in Mark Wood’s letter.

7 A consultation meeting will be held in the region at a date to be announced.
8 Papers, including minutes, relating to the Task Force will shortly be made available on the resource web site www.resource.gov.uk
For decision

9 The Committee is asked to note the report and receive further updates as necessary.

Contact:  Liz Rees, tel 0191 232 6789


APPENDIX 1

1
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

2
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

3
STAFFING IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

4
ACCOMMODATION IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

5
CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS


 Nil

6
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS

 Nil

7 HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil

8 WARD IMPLICATIONS

Nil
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