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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
13 November 2003
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Proposed National Records and Archives Legislation

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Archives Service has been asked to comment on proposed legislation.

 

Policy Context

1. Legislation potentially affects the way in which the archives service is delivered.

Consultation

2. N/a

Implications

3.  N/a

Recommendations

4.  Approve the submission.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 232 6789 extension  415
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Background

1. The National Archives has issued a document reviewing the present provision for records management and archives services in England and Wales and discussing possible changes to current legislative provision for central and local government.

2. The last major piece of records and archive legislation was the Public Records Act 1958. Since then there have been huge changes in the world of records and archives. The National Archives has been advised that the existing Act does not cover electronic records sufficiently; and other legislation such as the Data Protection and Freedom of Information Acts has imposed greater duties on all public bodies to store, manage and recover their information.

3. A slot for legislation has been identified in the parliamentary timetable and views of stakeholders are sought.

Proposal

4. The proposed response is attached at Appendix 2.

Consultation

5.  N/a
Alternative Options

6.  N/a

Implications of Recommended Option

7. Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

8. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

9. Environmental Implications -  nil

10. Human Rights Implications -  nil

11. Ward Implications -  nil

Background Information

12. Five main issues have been identified in the consultation document

· Whether there is a need or benefit to change the Public Records Act 1958.

· Whether there are benefits to central government and to citizens in making a firmer legislative basis for the management of its records, including powers to issue guidance and standards and for those to be regulated.

· Whether, if such a framework were created, it could beneficially be more widely applied to cover records of regional and local public authorities. The potential creation of a new tier of regional authorities is a particular issue as these will have some of the characteristics of both central and local government.

· Whether there would be sufficient benefit in terms of higher standards and improved services to users to justify making statutory provision for archives services at a local level.

· Provision to consolidate the bringing together of the Public Record Office and the Historical Manuscripts Commission as the National Archives.

13. In each case there are options for minimum change or more far reaching changes. 

14.The full consultation paper can be seen at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/consultation.pdf

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








LALLCA-73631


[image: image2.png]fm Gateshead
HH Co%




_1117270970.doc
[image: image1.png]fm Gateshead
HH Co%








