NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

14 NOVEMBER 2005

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, Henry, Napier, Purdue, Rounthwaite and Thompson

Mr Avery and Mr Brown 

APOLOGIES:
Councillors McAtominey and Packham, Mr Atkinson, Mrs Brunton, Mrs Drury, Mr Foster and Dr Mahmood

17. MINUTES


RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 5 September 2005 be approved as a correct record.

18.
INVEST TO SAVE – CITIZEN FOCUS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

An overview of the invest to save community engagement project in Northumberland and project findings were presented for information.

It was noted that Home Office funding has now ceased and that funding for future projects would have to be provided from existing resources.  A further option may be to establish links into existing community initiatives to establish a stronger community presence.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the Home Office final evaluation report of the 

project be submitted when received.

19. CONSULTATION UPDATE

An update on the ongoing consultation exercises being conducted was provided.

Since the last meeting of the Committee, seventeen forums have been held which have been attended by 380 people, giving an average attendance of 22.35 per forum.

Further to minute 12 – 2005/06, the 143 people who have attended the last six forums have been invited to complete the questionnaire.  So far, 47 questionnaires have been returned giving a response rate of 33%. An initial analysis of the questionnaires was submitted.

The Authority commissions a household survey of residents in its area every two years to find out what perception residents have of policing in their area and to provide them with an opportunity to suggest how services can be improved.  

BMG (Bostock Marketing Group) were commissioned to undertake the 2005 household survey. Some 1,950 residents across Northumbria have been interviewed in their own homes. The sample is representative of the adult resident population in terms of age, sex, socio-economic group and housing tenure.  

Last September, a total of 6,500 residents across Northumbria expressed an interest in becoming further involved in the Authority’s consultation. To date, 2,400 residents have confirmed that they wish to be part of the citizens’ panel.

Panel members will be consulted using a range of methods including questionnaires and focus groups.  To ensure that the panel is effectively used a protocol will be developed and shared with Members and force/authority officers.

Current panel members have received a questionnaire asking for their views on the protective services review. The analysis will be used in the review.

RESOLVED –
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That further updates on the results of the consultation exercises be received.

20.
MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That the current publicity arrangements for police and community forums be reviewed, particularly the delivery of the household leaflets, and a further report submitted.

21.
INDEPENDENT ADVISORY GROUPS

In accordance with minute 8 – 2005/06, an update on the progress of the Independent Advisory Groups was given.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That a breakdown of community representation on the Independent Advisory Groups be submitted.

22.
CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

The minutes of the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators’ meeting held on 20 October 2005 were submitted.

It was noted that a working group has been established to carry out a force wide review of custody suites to ensure that they are fit for purpose.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That a further report on the results of the force working group review of custody provision be submitted.
23. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Last year, the ICVA national conference was held in the Assembly   Rooms, Newcastle upon Tyne on Saturday, 20 November 2004. The Authority also hosted an evening drinks reception for the delegates on Friday, 19 November 2004 at the same venue. All of the Authority’s independent custody visitors were invited to attend.

The 2005 ICVA annual conference was held in Belfast on Saturday, 5 November.  An evening reception, on 4 November 2005, was also provided for the delegates.

Following consultation with the independent custody visiting panels, thirteen independent custody visitors represented the Authority at the conference. John Mair, the Authority’s representative on ICVA’s Executive Committee, received a separate invitation.

The total costs for the delegates’ flights, accommodation and subsistence was met from within the 2005/06 revenue budget.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

24. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING PANELS’ ANNUAL SOCIAL EVENTS

Further to minutes 9(iv) – 2003/04 and 14 – 2004/05, it is proposed that the Authority continue to give a financial contribution towards each Independent custody visitor attending the social events.  

It has also been agreed to send a Christmas card to all independent custody visitors to thank them for their excellent work.
RESOLVED -   (i) 
That the Authority continue to give a financial contribution toward each independent custody visiting panel holding an annual social event.

(ii) That a contribution of £25 per independent custody visitor attending the 2005/06 social event be approved

(iii)
That an Authority Christmas card be sent to all independent custody visitors following consultation with the Chair.

25. REVISION OF CUSTODY CONSENT FORM (CV2)

The current CV2 form was introduced in January 2002 were submitted. Proposed revisions to the form were submitted.

 Because the names of independent custody visitors could be accessed by detainees, the names of visitors have been removed from the CV2 form and a unique reference is to be given to independent custody visitors so that they can still be identified if necessary.  

The form has also been amended to reflect the changes in responsibilities within the force.

RESOLVED - 
That the revised custody consent form, as submitted, be approved.
26. CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY: 2 AUGUST – 14 OCTOBER 2005

The summary of custody visits for the period 2 August 2005 – 14 October 2005 was submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

	
	
	



