GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

15 NOVEMBER 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: L Green, M Graham, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C245
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet  meeting held on 1 November 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C246
DELIVERING NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL IN GATESHEAD
Consideration has been given to use of Neighbourhood Renewal funding in Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for use of Neighbourhood Renewal 




Fund in Gateshead as set out in appendix 3 to the 





report, be endorsed.






(ii)
That the framework for the Safer Stronger Communities 




Fund Neighbourhood Element and Cleaner Green 





Element as set out in appendix 1 to the report, be 





endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure deprivation in Gateshead is tackled 
effectively.

(B) 
To comply with Government guidance in relation to 
these funding streams.

C247
GRANTS AND AWARDS 

Consideration has been given to applications for grant support in 2005/06.


RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on 




the applications for grant support in 2005/06 as set out in 





appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.

The above decision has been made to ensure the grants and awards programme is used to maximise benefits to local communities and is managed effectively.



C248
LOCATION OF CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to the proposed locations of the second phase of 
Children’s Centres.


RESOLVED - 
That the proposed locations of the second phase of Children’s 



Centres 2006-08 be approved.
The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable officers to submit plans for implementation to the Department for Education and Skills.

(B) To ensure that the Council can meet its ‘reach’ targets for Children’s Centres by 2010.

(C) To ensure high quality, integrated services to children 0-4 years and 11 months can be delivered across Gateshead.

(D) To ensure all key partners can effectively plan services to 2010.

(E) To ensure that the location of the Children’s Centres complements other strategic planning processes, including the Council’s Asset/Buildings review and Primary Schools Rationalisation.

C249
REFURBISHMENT AND RELOCATION OF SERVICES FROM YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERVICE BUILDING TO HILDA HOUSE

Consideration has been given to the relocation of the Children and Family Service to Hilda House, appropriate refurbishment of the premises and co-location with Health partners whose services target a similar range of young people.    


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the relocation of the Children and Family Service to 




Hilda House, refurbishment of the premises and co-





location with Health partners, be approved.






(ii) That the project be included in the Capital Programme.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:




(A)
To ensure the Council fulfils its statutory duties.




(B)
To improve the outcomes (as defined in ‘Every Child 




Matters’) for young people in Gateshead by improving 



the services given through co-location with Health 




partners in a more accessible and appropriate 





environment.

C250
LOCAL LETTINGS POLICIES – RICKGARTH, GREENFIELDS AND EMMAVILLE

Consideration has been given to proposed local lettings policies for Rickgarth, 
Greenfields and Emmaville as recommended by The Gateshead Housing 
Company.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed local lettings policies for Rickgarth 






and Greenfields as set out in the report, be 







approved.






(ii)
That the proposed local lettings policy for Emmaville be 





deferred pending consultations with Ward Councillors.

The above decision has been made to help meet the needs of vulnerable client groups, reduce voids and increase rental income.

C251
TENDERS, SCHEMES AND ESTIMATES


Consideration has been given to various schemes and estimates and tendering proposals.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme and estimate for Jennings 




Arches and invitation of tenders as detailed in 





appendix 1, be approved subject to funding approval by 



Tyne Wear Partnership.




(ii)
That the proposed scheme and estimate for the Jewish 



Children’s Centre and authorisation for the Group 




Director, Development and Enterprise to negotiate a 




tender with the Group Director, Local Environmental 




Services, as detailed in appendix 2 to the report, be 




approved.

(iii) That approval be given in principle to the site on which the extension to the existing Jewish Nursery is to be built to facilitate the Children’s Centre being transferred from Council ownership to the Gateshead Jewish Nursery Trustees at market value, subject to a further report to Cabinet outlining the financial implications, terms of sale and conditions of use.

(iv) That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to approve a tender price below £400,000 for the Jewish Children’s Centre and place an order with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the works.

(v) That the scheme and estimate for the classroom extension to provide ICT facilities and car park at Roman Road Primary School and authorisation for the Group Director, Development and Enterprise to negotiate a tender with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services for the works, as detailed in appendix 3 to the report, be approved.

(vi) That the relocation of Cultural Services together with the incorporation of Community Arts and Cultural projects within the Old Town Hall, that will enable public access to the performance hall and associated areas to be maintained, as detailed in appendix 4 to the report, be approved.

(vii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT be authorised to place orders for the works associated with (vi) above, within the budget of £600,000.

(viii) That appendix 5, alteration of accommodation for City Learning Centre, be deferred.

The above decisions have been made to enable schemes to proceed.

C252
ELECTORAL PILOTS – LOCAL ELECTIONS 2006


Consideration has been given to a proposed joint Tyne and Wear electoral pilot for the May 2006 local elections.


The alternative option to that being recommended but which was discounted included submitting a ‘Gateshead only’ bid.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to join with other Tyne and Wear districts in submitting an application to the Department for Constitutional Affairs to run an electoral pilot in May 2006, on the lines set out in appendix 1. 


The above decision has been made to improve the accessibility, efficiency and security of the election.

C253
LOCAL AGENDA 21 STRATEGY REVIEW 2005


Consideration has been given to the revised Local Agenda 21 Strategy (Here Today, HERE TOMORROW) covering the period 2005 to 2010.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the revised Local Agenda 21 Strategy 2005 and its action plan as set out in appendix 2 to the report.

(ii) Approve the publication of the revised Local Agenda 21 Strategy including a shortened version to be published for the general public following the development of detailed action plans.

The above decision has been made to pursue policy objectives of Local Agenda 21. 

C254
CIVIL PARTNERSHIP AND DISCRETIONARY REGISTRATION SERVICES

Consideration has been given to the implications for and duties placed upon the Council arising from the Civil Partnership Act 2004 including arrangements for civil partnership registration and provision of discretionary services.

The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, is to provide the statutory minimum service of civil partnership registration.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the introduction and effect of the Act be noted.

(ii) That the duty of the Council to provide civil partnership 
registration be noted.

 



(iii)
That the Council be recommended to approve the 





following:

1) The provision of civil partnership as a function of the Civil Registration Service.

2) The appointment of the Superintendent Registrar and the Deputy Superintendent Registrars for Gateshead as civil partnership registrars, authorised to attest notices of civil partnership and carry out civil partnership registration in accordance with Section 29 of the Civil Partnership Act 2004.

3) The provision of discretionary services in the form of civil partnership ceremonies or celebrations, reaffirmation services for civil partnership registration and marriage vows, child naming ceremonies and civil funerals, directly or in partnership with other providers, under the Council’s promotion of well-being power under Part 1, Section 2 of the Local Government Act 2000.

4) The introduction of discretionary charges for civil partnership ceremonies on the same basis as those made for civil marriage and for the other discretionary services, set out in paragraph III above, by additions to the Council’s schedule of fees and charges in accordance with Council charging policy at such time as the Registration Service is in a position to offer a particular service.


The above decisions have been made because arrangements must be in place to 
satisfy the legal duties placed upon the Council by the Civil Partnership Act 2004 
and to meet the expectation that a modern registration service will offer a wider 
range of services.

C255
ELECTRONIC AUCTIONS – PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT PROCEDURE RULES


Consideration has been given to a proposed amendment to Contract Procedure Rules to allow electronic auctions.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to amend Contract 

Procedure Rules to allow electronic auctions as set out in 
appendix 2 to the report. 



The above decision has been made to exploit the potential for efficiency gains offered by electronic auctions.

C256
GAMING AND GAMING MACHINES ON ALCOHOL LICENSED PREMISES – PROPOSED DELEGATION TO LICENSING COMMITTEE AND HEAD OF REGULATORY SERVICES


Consideration has been given to delegating responsibility for granting of permits for gaming machines and gaming in public houses and other licensed premises to the Licensing Committee or, where there are no objections, to the Head of Regulatory Services, as part of their broader responsibility for alcohol licensing matters.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:



(i)
Delegate power to the Licensing Committee, or where 

there are no relevant objections or representations, the 

Head of Regulatory Services, the power to deal with 


applications for gaming and gaming machines on 


alcohol licensed premises.




(ii)
Approve an amendment to the Council’s Constitution as 

set out in appendix 2 to the report to take account of (i) 

above.


The above decision has been made to ensure such matters are dealt with expeditiously and within a proper framework.

C257
COMPUTER SECURITY POLICY FOR COUNCILLORS


Consideration has been given to a revised computer security policy for Councillors who use Council ICT facilities.  


The alternative option to that being recommended which was discounted was to further liberalise the policy to allow wider use by Councillors, or use of Council equipment in their possession by persons other than the Councillor.


RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to approve the amended 
computer security policy for Councillors as set out in appendix 2 
to the report.


The above decision has been made to provide greater flexibility and take account of the link between Council, community and family activities.

C258
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2005/06


Consideration has been given implementation of the Improvement Plan for the period April 2005 to September 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the implementation of the actions in the Improvement Plan 
2005/06 is progressing as anticipated.


The above decision has been made to ensure Cabinet is kept informed of progress on implementing the actions contained in the Council’s Improvement Plan.

C259
MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN CHILDREN’S CENTRES


Consideration has been given to management and accountability arrangements for Children’s Centres following extensive consultation.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the management and accountability arrangements 


outlined in the report, be approved.





(ii)
That the local authority Neighbourhood Nurseries be re-


designated and re-named as Children’s Centre 



Nurseries.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To provide a strategic framework for delivering the core 
services in Children’s Centres.

(B) 
To ensure that there is clear accountability and 
management framework for Children’s Centres across 
the Borough.

(C) 
To ensure the sustainability of the Children’s Centres.

(D) 
To ensure that the Council can monitor performance against internal and externally set criteria.

C260
DISTRICT AUDIT 2004/05 REVIEW OF INFORMATION GOVERNANCE


Consideration has been given to the comments made by the Corporate Vitality 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) on Audit Commission’s Review of 
Information Governance.


RESOLVED -
That the positive findings of the Audit Commission report and 


the comments made by the Corporate Vitality OSC be noted.

C261
NORTH EAST ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION OF NORTH EAST COUNCILS – 
PENSION PROVISION


Consideration has been given to this Council, along with other councils in the 
region, acting as guarantor in respect of admission of the staff of the North East 
Assembly and Association of North East Councils to the Tyne and Wear Local 
Government Pension Scheme.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council acting as guarantor in respect of the admission 

of staff of the North East Assembly and Association of North 


East Councils to the Tyne and Wear Local Government 


Pension Scheme be approved, provided that other member 


authorities also agree to do the same.


The above decision has been made to guarantee the pension arrangements of 
existing and future staff of the Assembly and The Association.

C262
PETITIONS SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to an update on petitions submitted to the Council 
and the action taken on them.


RESOLVED - 
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be 


noted.

C263
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations be endorsed.

· Electoral Commission – Periodic Electoral Reviews

· Cabinet Office – Reform of Public Sector Ombudsmen Service in England 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to consultations.

C264
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting 
and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED -
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the 


appendix to the report.

C265
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.


SALE OF LAND AT BLEACH GREEN

This item was withdrawn.

C266
SWALWELL DEPOT REMEDIATION (Paragraph 9)

Consideration has been given to a scheme for remediation of the Swalwell Depot site following contamination caused by leaking fuel storage tanks.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the remediation proposals be noted.


(ii)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be 


authorised to invite tenders from specialist contractors 


for this work and to appoint consultants to validate the 


works.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:





(A)
To ensure the satisfactory decontamination of the site in 




accordance with statutory requirements, Council Policy 




and the 'Settlement Agreement'.



(B)
To remove the source of hydrocarbon contamination 




which has affected an adjacent residential property.
C267
IMPLEMENTATION OF PHASE 1 OF THE COUNCIL’S PAY REVIEW 


(Paragraph 11)


Consideration has been given to implementation of Phase 1 of the Council’s pay 
review.


RESOLVED - 

(i)
That subject to a positive outcome of the Trade Union 



ballot the Council be recommended to approve:



a)
Implementation of the new pay structure for 



phase 1 of the pay review, as set out in appendix 


1, with effect from 1 January 2005. 

b) 
Implementation of other changes to terms and 
conditions of employment alongside the 
implementation of phase 2 of the review.

c) 
All proposals are underpinned by the key 
principles detailed in appendix 1 to the report.


(ii)
That the Cabinet’s appreciation of the work of 




Management and the Trade Unions on progressing the 


pay review be placed on record.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to implement the National Joint Council 2004 Local Pay Review Agreement.

C268
ORGANISATION REVIEW OF YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM – OUTCOME OF 
TRADE UNION CONSULTATION (Paragraph 1 & 11)

 
Consideration has been given to the outcome of Trade Union consultation on 
proposals for the review of the Youth Offending Team.  No grading or establishment 
issues were raised.


RESOLVED -
That Council be recommended to approve the original 



proposals for the restructure of the Youth Offending Team.


The above decision has been made because the revised structure will tackle 
recruitment and retention difficulties by increasing the attractiveness of the YOT to 
qualified workers and by introducing a clear career structure.

C269
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 3 & 9)


Consideration has been given to a proposed new lease and two property disposals.

RESOLVED - 

(i)
That the following new letting be approved on 




the terms and conditions detailed in schedule 1 to 



the report:

· Unit 2 Sands Industrial Estate – Kimax (Timber Supplies) Limited

(ii) That the following property disposals be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in schedule 1 to the report:

· Garden Land, 65 Kingsway, Sunniside – Mr & Mrs Bush

· Garden Land, 67 Kingsway, Sunniside – Mr G Purvis

The above decisions have been made to rationalise the Council’s landholdings, realise capital receipts and manage resources.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 17 November 2005
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