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	Report to East Area Board 

28 November 2005

	
	


	
	

	Title:


	Beacon Lough East - Progress Report

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services 

	
	


Purpose of Report

1.  
To advise the Area Board on progress to date with rehousing from Beacon Lough East.

Background   

2. The Council’s Cabinet on 28 October 2003 agreed that 153 properties (including 11 private dwellings) and 43 garages would be demolished on the Beacon Lough East estate. It was also agreed that tenants in Callender Court would be re-housed and a suitable alternative use would be investigated.  

3. An initial report was submitted to the Area Board on 8 June 2004, which outlined the reasons for the demolition and the number of properties involved. It was agreed that quarterly reports would be presented to the Area Board to update them on progress.

Progress to date 

4. Since the last report on 11 July 2005, a further 6 households have been re-housed. Effectively 152 of the 153 properties to be demolished are now vacant, leaving 1 resident in Fennel still to be re-housed. A suitable property had been identified for this tenant, however the offer was refused, all efforts are being made to find a suitable alternative property for this tenant.

5. All of the affected properties within Linden, Balmlaw and Medlar have been demolished as well as all the garages in the identified area. The majority of properties in Fennel have also been demolished.

6. Frank Haslam Milan has started work on the conversion of Callender Court completion of the site is due in October 2006.

Housing Management Issues

7.        The Estate Officer and the Handyperson continue to carry out regular inspection

of the estate to maintain the environment and to ensure that there are no issues with any empty properties. The   handy person ensures that gardens of empty properties are kept tidy and any articles or rubbish dumped is quickly removed.  

      
Next steps

8. The vacant land will be sub soiled, ground conditions permitting, and the    contractor will continue to finish off the demolished areas to the specified standard for hand-over to The Gateshead Housing Company.
            Equalities and Diversity Implications
9.
The following equalities and diversity implications have been taken into account in the re-housing of residents from Beacon Lough East estate: -

· continually review and monitor our services to ensure that they do not discriminate against anyone, identify barriers to access, and assess where improvements can be made;

· ensure that we include, consult and encourage participation from all residents of the Estate, where appropriate, in decisions that we make.

Recommendation

10.
The Area Board is asked to note the report for information.

Contact:  Margaret Copeland, Area Housing Manager


Tel: (0191) 433 6113
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