NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 14 NOVEMBER 2005

REVISION OF CUSTODY CONSENT FORM (CV2)

JOINT REPORT OF THE CLERK AND CHIEF CONSTABLE

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update the Committee on the proposed revisions to the current custody consent form.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The current CV2 form was originally introduced in January 2002.

2.2 Since that time, there have been changes in the custody visiting scheme, the way in which Northumbria Police operate its custody provision and suggested amendments to the CV2 form.

3. REVISED CUSTODY CONSENT FORM

3.1 As part of the revision process, the Criminal Justice Department of Northumbria Police and the Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators have been consulted.

3.2 It has been highlighted that the names of the independent custody visitors can be accessed by the detainees as the CV2 form is kept as part of the custody record which they can request a copy of either during or after they have been held in custody.

3.3 It is proposed that the form is changed to remove their names and that a unique reference is given to each independent custody visitor so that they can still be identified if necessary. A larger print on the form was also suggested.

3.4 The form has also been amended to reflect the changes in responsibilities with custody provision being transferred from the Area Commands to the Criminal Justice Department. 

3.5 Copies of the current CV2 form and the proposed new form are enclosed as appendix 1 and 2 to the report.

4. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

5. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications arising directly from the report although the functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications.

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The printing and distribution costs for the new CV2 form can be met from within the 2005/06 revenue budget.

7. RECOMMENDATION

7.1
The Committee is asked to approve the revised custody visit consent form as submitted. 

