NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 14 NOVEMBER 2005

INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS PANELS’ ANNUAL SOCIAL EVENTS

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update the Committee on the arrangements for the independent custody visitors panels’ annual social events.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 The Committee has previously agreed to give a financial contribution towards each panel holding annual functions in appreciation for all their efforts throughout the year (minute 9 (iv) – 2003/04).

3.
FEEDBACK FROM CUSTODY VISITING PANELS

3.1 Most of the custody visiting panels have held social events, some jointly with other panels. 

3.2 Those Panels that held events greatly appreciated the Authority’s financial contribution and had an enjoyable time.

4. FUTURE PROPOSALS

4.1 Following the success of the social events, it is proposed that the Authority continues to give a financial contribution.

4.2 It has previously been agreed that the Authority give a contribution of £25 per independent custody visitor attending the social event. 

5. INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITORS’ CHRISTMAS CARD

5.1 The Authority has, for the last two years, sent a Christmas card to all its independent custody visitors to thank them for all their excellent work throughout the year (minute 9 (iii)  - 2003/04). This has been well received by the independent custody visitors.

5.2
It is proposed that the Committee agree to send a Christmas card again this year. A copy of the proposed Christmas card will be circulated at the meeting. 

6. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

6.1 It is considered the report has no equal opportunities implications.

7. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no human rights implications arising directly from the report although the functions of the independent custody visiting scheme do have human rights implications.

8. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

8.1
The costs of the independent custody visitors panels’ annual social events and Christmas card can be met from within the Authority’s 2005/06 revenue budget. 

9. RECOMMENDATIONS

9.1
The Committee is requested to:-

(i) Agree that the Authority continue to give a financial contribution toward each independent custody visitors’ panel holding an annual social event.

(ii) Approve the contribution, currently £25 per independent custody visitor attending the social event, for 2005/06.

(iii) Agree that an Authority Christmas card be sent to all independent custody visitors. 
  

