CUSTODY VISITING PANEL CO-ORDINATORS’ MEETING

20 OCTOBER 2005

PRESENT:

Chief Inspector V Stubbs, J Mair, M Porter, M Walker, 

M Hardy, T Purvis, A Jones, L Miller, B Wilson, I Burns

APOLOGY:

S Smith

1.
MINUTES


The minutes of the last meeting held on 21 July 2005 were agreed.

2.
MATTERS ARISING

(i) In relation to cleaning services, Chief Inspector Stubbs informed the co-ordinators that discussions are ongoing regarding out of hours/bank holiday deep cleaning of cells as necessary.   

(ii) Chief Inspector Stubbs stated that a private phone would be made available to custody visitors who do not wish to make a call in front of the custody officers.  This may require the visitor being escorted to another part of the station.  Chief Inspector Stubbs was to inform the Custody Officers of this.  

(iii) A working group is assessing the future use of the rural custody suites at Alnwick, Berwick and Hexham.  The findings of the group will be presented when finalised. 

(iv) Although three new custody visitors had been provisionally appointed, subject to Police vetting, only one has since been appointed and allocated to the Sunderland/South Tyneside Panel.

One of those interviewed subsequently dropped out and the other was not accepted following Police vetting.

3.
NORTHUMBRIA POLICE QUARTERLY STATISTICS  

Chief Inspector Stubbs submitted the above statistics for the period 1 July  – 30 September 2005.

It was agreed that the Authority’s custody visits summary presented to the Community Engagement Committee would be submitted at future meetings to avoid duplication.

4.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION NATIONAL CONFERENCE: BELFAST – 5 NOVEMBER 2005
The Authority intends to send fourteen custody visitors to Belfast for the ICVA National Conference on 5 November 2005.  Travel and accommodation details are to be sent direct to those who are attending.

5.
CHANGES TO CUSTODY CONSENT FORM (CV2)
The revised CV2 form based on suggested comments and changes was presented.

The revised CV2 form will be submitted to the Community Engagement Committee for approval.

6. CUSTODY VISITORS’ SEMINAR: GATESHEAD CIVIC CENTRE – 


26 NOVEMBER 2005

A list of those who had confirmed their attendance at the Custody Visitors’ seminar was circulated to Panel Co-ordinators.  The Panel Co-ordinators were asked to contact those who had not yet replied and to inform the Authority’s officers whether or not they propose to attend. 

7.
PANEL ROUND UP

(i) Southwick Custody Suite is currently opening at weekends for specific operations for those prisoners waiting to go direct to Court.  

(ii) With Berwick Police Station possibly being downgraded, the need for custody visitors in this area was questioned.  Chief Inspector Stubbs replied that there would need to be provision to hold detainees so custody visitors will be required.  The Police are still trying to address the problems of medical cover in this area.  

(iii) Custody visitors having to wait at the North Shields Police Station front desk for up to fifteen minutes before obtaining access should be highlighted on the CV3 forms as a concern.  

(iv) During a visit to Gateshead Police Station, it was noted that the overnight hourly checks on detainees’ records all stated the same time.  This was the time the checks were started. Recording each detail on every custody record would be very time consuming.

(v) It was commented that there is nowhere to put soap in the showers at Gateshead Police Station.  Hygiene and cleaning concerns regarding the use of bars of soap and the sinks and toilets were noted.

(vi) Two custody suites are to be closed temporarily for refurbishment.  Pilgrim Street is to close from 3 January to 24 February 2006 and Gateshead Police Station from 6 March to 28 April 2006.  Alternative arrangements for detainees are to be discussed.

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday, 19 January 2006 in the Lamesley Room, Gateshead Civic Centre.
