ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 19 July 2005

Present: 
Mrs A Borthwick (chair)
Dr C M Fraser

Mrs D Harding

Dr S Linsley

Ms E Rees

Dr W A L Seaman

Dr W Stokes 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Fiona Green, Barbara Harbottle, Anthea Lang, Christine Liddell and Hildred Whale.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 15 March 2005 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were none.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 14 July 2005

Ann Borthwick reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place on 14 July. 

(i). Arising from the previous minutes, South Tyneside Council had submitted a PFI bid based on the full scheme on one site. The result was awaited.

(ii). Also arising from the previous meeting, members of a steering group to form the Development Trust had been identified.

(iii). Also arising from the previous meeting, the archives service had submitted an application for the Designation of its shipbuilding and maritime trade collections. The result was anticipated in September.

(iv). Draft accounts for 2004/05 were approved.

(v). The Annual review of the Archives Service was presented to the committee. Ann Borthwick highlighted a number of areas. The full review would be accessible on the archives service website.

(vi). The committee approved a strategy for archiving electronic records, which would combine some direct storage with the early identification of records that would need to be preserved for archive purposes but which would continue to be held on the servers of the creating bodies.

(vii). The committee approved the archives service signing up to the CARN readers’ ticket scheme, which would replace the current rather cumbersome signing in procedure. 

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 March – 30 June 2005

This had been circulated.

In answer to questions the Chief Archivist confirmed that visitor trends were currently down, but that this followed on a period of very rapid expansion in visitor numbers, and explained the policy relating to National Coal Board records.

6. Any other business

There was none.

7. Legacy: The Cultural Diversity Project

Following the business Andrea Macdonald gave a presentation on her work to date on the Legacy project highlighting the open days that had enthused attendees and encouraged the sharing of information, a Black History Month project in partnership with Identity on Tyne and links with African groups and an oral history project in Tees Valley. Her interviews on Tyne Tees and BBC Radio had led to contacts about Basque refugees in the 1930s. She would be producing a website and information guide. An exhibition in summer 2006 and further open days were also planned.

8. Date of Next Meetings
15 November 2005, 14 February 2006.
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