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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

13 October 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Bleach Green Progress Report

	Report of:
	Principal Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1.
To advise the Area Board on the progress to date with rehousing residents from the demolition area of Bleach Green and development of the site.

Background

2.
Following an extensive period of consultation with residents a final report was presented to the Councils’ Cabinet on 23 February 2001.  It was initially agreed to demolish 288 properties.  After further consultation this figure was increased to 490 on 24 July 2001. 

3.
The reasons for carrying out partial demolition on the estate are as follows:

· To tackle falling demand for the estate

· Poor structural condition of the properties

· To help sustain the future of the remainder of Bleach Green estate.

Progress to date

4.

448 properties have now been demolished, leaving 52 properties to complete the process. 49 of these properties are empty and awaiting demolition.  

5.
Two of the three remaining tenants are in the process of being rehoused, which leaves one tenant to be rehoused. Discussions are continuing with the remaining tenant to identify an acceptable property for rehousing.  The Council’s demolition contractor is working through the remaining properties awaiting demolition and expects to clear all empty properties within ten weeks

Development of the cleared site

6.
The development at Hawthorn Road was due to start in October 2005.  However, there is now some doubt over this scheme due to Nomad requiring a further reduction in the price of the land.  The Council’s strategy team is considering this prior to being reported to Cabinet.

7.
The development is now likely to start construction in mid 2006.  Planning permission is likely to be approved in October 2005, following which road closure process will take approx 6 months. 

8.
After that will be site preparation and infrastructure works followed by building work. 

Recommendation

9.
The Area Board is recommended to note the report.

Contact:  Caroline Saul, Housing Manager



Tel No: (0191) 433 6213
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