GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

20 SEPTEMBER 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, L Green, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C161
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meetings held on 6 September 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C162
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET
Consideration has been given to the action of the Town Centre Partnership in approving one new project, namely, the Hilton Hotel Link. 

RESOLVED - 
That the action of the Town Centre Partnership in approving expenditure on the Hilton Hotel Link project, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made because the project will contribute to the overall strategy of the Town Centre Partnership and will support the Delivery Plan relating to the schemes.

C163
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT WORKS

Consideration has been given to environmental improvement schemes to be undertaken in the current financial year, funded from the Bridging NewcastleGateshead (BNG) allocations for Routeways and Gateways; Sunderland Road Public Realm and Teams Environmental Improvements.

Alternative schemes to those proposed were not considered adequate in meeting the objectives of the programme.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed works described in Appendix 1 be 






approved, subject to public consultation being 







undertaken on Teams Environmental Improvements 






and there being no objections to those schemes;





(ii)
That a contribution to Nomad Housing Association of 





£25,000 (50% of the cost) towards the construction of a 




screen fence at Teams be approved;





(iii)
That the granting of a licence to Nomad Housing 





Association to enable them to construct the above 





screen fence on land that is owned by the Council be 





approved; 





(iv) 
That the negotiation of contracts with the Group 





Director, Local Environmental Services based on a 





combination 
of competitive rates and the Highways 





Maintenance and Street Lighting Term Contract rates 





be approved; and, 





(v)
That the placing orders with the Group Director, Local 




Environmental Services subject to the costs and 





tenders being within the total of the respective 






allocations be approved.

The above decisions have been made because positive management measures are necessary to promote the regeneration of the BNG area as a desirable residential neighbourhood. 

 

C164
TRAFFIC CALMING AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT SCHEME REVIEW

Consideration has been given to a programme of traffic calming and traffic management schemes to be implemented as part of the Local Transport Plan (LTP) Capital Programme and subject to the necessary finance being identified during 2006/07 and 2007/08.

Alternative options have not been brought forward due to limited resources being available.  The proposals ensure a fair distribution of schemes across the borough that contribute to the key strategies of LTP. 


RESOLVED - 
That the programme of measures identified in appendix 2 to 




the report be approved for implementation during 2004/05 and 



subject to requisite finance being identified during 2006/07 and 



2007/08.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To reduce accidents and improve safety on roads in the 
borough.

(B) 
To respond to public requests and Councillors priorities.

(C) 
To contribute towards the Speed Management Plan for 
the Borough.

C165
TENDERS 

Consideration has been given to tenders for various schemes.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services in the sum of £119,357 for the improvement of properties on Durham Road, be accepted.

(ii) That the tender of John Hellens (Contracts) Limited, in the sum of £296,376.14, for Gateshead Quay’s Performance Square Phase 4, be accepted.

The above decisions have been made to allow the schemes to proceed.


(Appendix 3 – Jewish Children’s Centre scheme and estimate was withdrawn).

C166
TREASURY ANNNUAL REPORT 2004/05


Consideration has been given to the Treasury Annual Report for 2004/05.  This details the action taken on behalf of the Council and Northumbria Police Authority, under delegated powers, by the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT in respect of borrowing and investments in the financial year 2004/05. 

RESOLVED -
That the Council be recommended to note the Treasury 



Annual Report for 2004/05.

The above decision has been made to comply with Financial Regulations and best practice. 

C167
CHARTER FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN GATESHEAD


Consideration has been given to the draft content of the Children and Young People Charter for Gateshead.


RESOLVED - 
That the Charter for Children and Young People in Gateshead, be approved.

The above decision has been made to provide clear, relevant information for children and young people in Gateshead and to support the Council’s aims in relation to the five key outcomes for children and young people agreed by the Gateshead Strategic Partnership and identified in ‘Every Child Matters Change for Children’.

C168
BUSINESS INCUBATOR DEVELOPMENT FUND


Consideration has been given to the submission of two bids to the Business Incubator Development Fund. 


RESOLVED - 
That Cabinet approve the following projects subject to successful applications being made to the Business Incubator Development Fund:

· A bid to develop and provide incubator facilities to new and young businesses in Gateshead and provide in-depth support to business centre occupiers.

· A joint bid with Northumbria University to participate in a programme to provide incubator facilities for graduate enterprises in Gateshead.


The above decision has been taken for the following reasons:

(A) To enhance the delivery of economic development services to local people and raise enterprise awareness in the borough.

(B) To increase the number of business start-ups in Gateshead and improve the survival rate of new business. 

(C) To provide an environment in which small and young 
businesses are supported and encouraged to grow and 
prosper. 

(D) To improve the graduate retention rate in the region.

(E)
To support job creation activities in businesses throughout the borough.  
C169
ANCHOR STAYING PUT – HOME LOANS


Consideration has been given to the introduction of a loan scheme in partnership with Anchor Staying Put, the Council’s partner Home Improvement Agency.  The scheme will enable interest free loans to be offered to older home owners who do not qualify for grant assistance under the Essential Minor Repairs Assistance category.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed scheme to provide additional forms of assistance to older people who wish to carry out repairs to their homes, be approved.


(ii)
That the provision of £50,000 for this scheme to Anchor Staying Put from the existing capital programme allocation for private sector home improvements, be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:


(A)
To offer new forms of financial assistance to older home owners to carry out essential repairs to their homes.


(B)
To contribute towards the objectives of the Council’s Private Sector Renewal policy.

C170
FAIR TRADE POLICY DEVELOPMENT


Consideration has been given to the proposal for Gateshead to become a ‘Fair Trade Town’ and for the establishment of a Fair Trade Partnership.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council’s intent for Gateshead to become a 
‘Fair Trade Town’ be declared.



(ii)
That the establishment of a Fair Trade Partnership as 
detailed in the report be approved.



(iii)
That Councillors J Eagle, T Graham and B Richmond be 
appointed to represent the Council on the Partnership.



(iv) 
That Councillor J Eagle be appointed Lead Member 
Champion for Fair Trade.


The above decisions have been taken because supporting fair trade and local 
produce allows good connection with the community and partners and is an 
effective model for sustainable development and procurement. 

C171
GATESHEAD WARM ZONE STEERING GROUP REPRESENTATION



Consideration has been given to the constitution of and appointment of Councillors to the Gateshead Warm Zone Steering Group.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Steering Group comprise the following:

· Two Councillors from the Borough of Gateshead (one to be appointed Chair);

· One board member from The Gateshead Housing Company   

· A representative of Scottish Power being the major 
funder of the project and Council’s appointed 
partner;

· A representative of National Grid (formerly known 
as Transco) as another funder and provider of 
support to the project;

· A representative of Gateshead Warm Zone, the 
body who will administer the project;

· A representative of Gateshead Private Landlord’s 
Association because it is an objective of the 
Gateshead Warm Zone project to reduce fuel 
poverty in private rented accommodation.

· A representative of Warm Front Scheme as the 
established providers of government advice and 
assistance to tackle fuel poverty;

· A representative of Gateshead Primary Care Trust; 

· A representative of Energy Savings Trust Advice 
Centre;

· A Community representative;

· Registered Social Landlords (Housing 
Associations).

(ii) That Councillors M McNestry and I Mearns be appointed to represent the Council on the Steering Group.

(iii) That Councillor M McNestry be appointed Chair of the Steering Group.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council plays a full part in delivery of policy objectives and meeting relevant targets.

C172
DECISIONS TAKEN UNDER DELEGATED POWERS



Consideration has been given to decisions taken by officers during the summer recess under delegated powers agreed by Cabinet on 19 July 2005.


RESOLVED -
That the following decisions taken by officers under delegated powers be endorsed:

· Accepting the tender negotiated with the Group Director, 
Local Environmental Services in the sum of £199,531.82 
for the electrical rewire at Glynwood Primary School. 

· Accepting the tender negotiated with the Group 

Director, Local Environmental Services in the sum of 
£469,305.72 for the improvement of properties on 
Durham Road, Phase 1. 

· Approving a new letting to Elite Maintenance & 
Installation Services Ltd of units 45 & 57 at Team Valley 
Business Centre Phase 2. 
C173
ANTI MONEY LAUNDERING


Consideration has been given to the way forward in implementing the requirements of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 and Money Laundering Regulations 2003.


RESOLVED – 
That the way forward as detailed in appendix 2 to the report be 
approved and in particular:

· Tasking officers to produce summary information to raise 
awareness amongst Councillors, Group and Strategic 
Directors.

· Group and Strategic Directors to identify and inform the 
Money Laundering Reporting Officer of:

· a key contact within the service

· potential key vulnerable areas for money 


              laundering

· key officers to undertake detailed training and     

              involvement in reviewing procedures. 

· Strategic and Group Directors to attend a training session   
with key contact.

· Tasking officers with preparing both Management 
Team/Members briefings.

· Receiving further progress reports in due course.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To comply with Good Practice guidelines relevant to the Money Laundering Regulations 2003.

(B) To contribute to the reduction of crime in Gateshead.
C174
DISTRICT AUDIT 2004/2005 REVIEW OF INFORMATION GOVERNANCE



Consideration has been given to the outcome of the Audit Commission’s review of 

the Council’s arrangements for information governance.



RESOLVED
-
(i)
That the findings of the Audit Commission’s review as 





detailed in appendix 2 to the report be noted.






(ii)
That the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny 






Committee be requested to review the findings of the 






Audit Commission’s report. 

C175
BIRTLEY TOWN COUNCIL – ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSFER OF SERVICES AND EMPLOYEES TO GATESHEAD COUNCIL


Consideration has been given to arrangements for the transfer of Birtley Town Council’s services, employees, assets and liabilities to the Council.


RESOLVED -
That arrangements for putting in place the transfer to this 
Council of Birtley Town Council’s services, employees, assets 
and liabilities, be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) 
To ensure there is a smooth transition and that a high 
quality of service continues to be provided to local 
people.

(B) 
To enable the Council to comply with its obligations 
under the Transfer of Undertakings (Protection of 
Employment) Regulations.


(Councillor K King declared a personal interest in the above matter because she is a member of Birtley Town Council).

C176
GATESHEAD COLLEGE – APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of two Councillors to the serve as Local Authority Governors on the Board of Gateshead College. 


RESOLVED - 
That Councillors J McElroy and J Joyce be appointed as Local 
Authority Governors of Gateshead College for a two-year term 
from 1 October 2005. 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to continue to participate in the governance of Gateshead College.

C177
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS 


Consideration has been given to the appointment of LEA School Governors to schools where there are vacancies.


RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of the following Local Education Authority 
School Governors, to the schools indicated, for a period of four 
years with effect from the date stated, be approved:

· Birtley East Primary  - Councillor N O’Neill – 20 September 2005

· Brighton Avenue Primary – Mr J Biggs – 20 September 2005

· Emmaville Primary – Mr R Hendry – 20 September 2005

· Eslington – Mrs A Armstrong – 20 September 2005

· Gibside – Mrs J Harris – 20 September 2005

· Gibside – Mrs J Maughan – 22 0ctober 2005

· Hill Top – Mrs D Dawson – 31 October 2005

· Whickham Parochial Primary – 20 September 2005

C178
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 5 of the report be endorsed:

· Department for Education and Skills (DfES) – Proposed Draft Code of Practice on the Provision of Free Nursery Education for 3 and 4 year olds.

· One NorthEast – The Regional Economic Strategy

· Department of Health – Smoke Free Elements of the Health Improvement and Protection Bill

· North East Assembly – North East’s European Strategy


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C179
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN / SUPPLEMENTARY


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C180
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C181
REALISING THE COUNCIL’S VISION FOR FUTURE SCHOOL PROVISION


Consideration has been given to progress made on the Council’s Schools’ Private Finance Initiative (PFI) project and the project’s Final Business Case.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the update on the PFI Credits and Preferred Bidder 


Status as detailed in the report be noted.

(ii) That the Final Business Case be approved. 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to progress the Schools’ PFI project to improve school environments in the Borough.

C182
OUTCOME OF TRADE UNION CONSULTATION – REVIEW OF THE ROLE OF 
WARDEN SERVICES (Paragraphs 1&11)


Consideration has been given to the outcome of Trade Union consultation on the 
role of warden services.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to approve implementation of 


management recommendations as detailed in appendix 2 to the 

report.


The above decision has been made to offer a better range of support to different 
levels of need and address issues arising from the Working Time Regulations.

C183
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to several property transactions.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following lease renewal be approved on the 


terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 1 to the 


report:

· 64 Beacon Lough Road – Leathleys Quality Fare Limited


(ii)
That the following property disposal be approved on the 


terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 2 to the 



report:

· 34 Henderson Gardens, Wardley – Mr and Mrs O’Brien

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 21 September 2005
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