NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE

5 SEPTEMBER 2005

PRESENT:

Mrs Guy (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, McAtominey, Napier, Rounthwaite and Thompson, Mr Avery and Mrs Drury

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, Packham and Purdue

Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, Mr Foster and Dr Mahmood

11. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting of the Committee held on 11 July 2005 be approved as a correct record.

12.
POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUM CONSULTATION ARRANGEMENTS

An update on the developments in relation to the distribution of questionnaires at police and community forum meetings was given.  The suggested changes made at the last meeting of the Committee have now been incorporated in the questionnaire.  

Rather than members of the public be requested to provide their full postcode, it is proposed that the option to provide only the first four digits should be given.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the amendment outlined be included in the questionnaire prior to distribution at forum meetings.

(iii) That further updates on the results of the consultation be received.

13. MINUTES OF POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at police and community forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED - 
That the information be noted.

14.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITS – BEDLINGTON POLICE STATION

Further to minute 22(ii) – 2004/05, of the Community Affairs Committee, an update on the issues surrounding custody visits to Bedlington Police Station was given.

Bedlington custody staff have now been given extra guidance regarding their role in relation to the Independent Custody Visiting scheme.  In addition, training has been delivered to the ICV Co-ordinator’s panel to ensure visitors are confident of both their powers and the authorities police require to refuse them access.  


RESOLVED - 
(i) That the information be noted.

(ii) That continuing efforts be made to ensure that the human rights and equal opportunities implications of Committee reports have been given appropriate attention.


15.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – MEMBERSHIP FEE

The Committee was informed of the ICVA membership fee request of £750 for 2005/06.

J Mair, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Newcastle, continues to represent the Authority on the ICVA Executive Committee.  M. Porter, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinator for Gateshead, is the substitute.

RESOLVED -
(i) That the information be noted.

(ii) That the Authority continue to be a member of ICVA in 2005/06 and the position be reviewed on an annual basis.
16.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY

The summary of custody visits for the period 21 June 2005 – 1 August 2005 was submitted.

Further to minute 5 (ii) - 2005/06, a detailed response to the issues raised by the Custody Visitors was included in the report. 

RESOLVED – 
That the information be noted.






