NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE

18 JULY 2005

PRESENT:

Mrs M E MacArdle (Chair)

Councillors Foster, Napier and Thompson, Mr Brown

and Dr Snape

APOLOGIES:
Councillor Packham and Mrs Drury

1. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 17 January 2005 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

2.
CONSULTATION ON THE REVIEW OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS


The Authority’s Code of Conduct came into force on 1 May 2002. The Standards Board for England has been asked by the Government to conduct a review of the Code of Conduct which will examine the effectiveness of the Code and address the issues raised in the three years since the Code was adopted.

The key areas which the consultation paper looked at were:

· Public interest defence in relation to disclosure of confidential information;

· The duty for members to report misconduct by colleagues;

· The line between public and private conduct;

· Personal and prejudicial interests;

· Registering interests.
The Authority’s response to the consultation paper, included in the appendix to the minutes, was agreed by the Members of the Standards Committee and submitted by the deadline of 17 June 2005.

The Standards Board for England will now make a number of recommendations to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. It is envisaged that any subsequent changes to the Code will be agreed by the end of 2005.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

3.
SUMMARY OF ADJUDICATION PANEL DECISIONS

The CIPFA Better Governance Forum issues a weekly news update and its April edition concentrated on ethical standards. The newsletter included a summary of Adjudication Panel decisions as a helpful guide to circumstances which may be relevant in police and local authorities. The case summaries were submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the case summaries be noted. 

4.
ISSUES FROM THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

The four news bulletins issued by the Standards Board for England in 2005 were submitted.

The Standards Board for England has cleared its backlog of 400 cases after introducing measures to speed up the investigations. It has also streamlined its processes and refocused resources on cases with a greater potential to damage public confidence in local democracy. Twice as many cases are being completed each month and the time taken to decide whether to investigate complaints has been cut to ten working days or less.

D Brown, Dr C Snape and M Kesteven attended the Standards Board for England’s Roadshow at the MetroCentre Marriott on 26 May 2005. Feedback on the Roadshow was given.

Three recent cases considered by the Adjudication Panel for England published by the Standards Board for England were submitted. 

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the Standards Board for England be 

asked to include breakdowns on the nature of allegations by type of Authority in their published statistics.

5. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the

meeting  during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraph of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

