NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

Community Engagement Committee                  

5 September 2005                   ______________________________________________________________________

Independent Custody Visits - Bedlington Police Station
Report of the Chief Constable

______________________________________________________________________    

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to update members on issues surrounding custody visits to Bedlington Police Station. 

2
BACKGROUND

At the Community Affairs Committee held on 14 March 2005 members noted the contents of the Custody Visits Summary and expressed concern at the number of detainees at Bedlington Police Station who were not being seen by Independent Custody Visitors (ICVs) due to being classed as either ‘violent’ or ‘being processed’.  This compared unfavourably with other police stations in the Northumbria Police area and members asked that a further report be submitted in respect of the issues raised (Community Affairs minute 22(ii) – 2004/05 refers).

During the first quarter of 2005 the percentage of detainees seen at Bedlington Police Station during visits was 31.6% compared to the force average of 44.9%.  Analysis of the data clarified there were no trends indicating that specific custody sergeants were refusing access to ICVs.

3
CURRENT POSITION
Bedlington Custody Staff have now been given extra guidance regarding their role within the Independent Custody Visiting Programme and the need for an Inspector’s authority to be obtained in the event of a visit being refused due to the state of the detainee.

In addition, training has been delivered to the ICV Co-ordinator’s panel to ensure visitors are confident of both their powers and the authorities police require to refuse them access. Contact numbers for criminal justice custody supervision have also been provided to use in the event of further problems. An input was also delivered to the South East Northumberland Independent Custody Visitors Panel providing further advice and agreeing actions in order to increase the number of detainees seen during visits.  

There have been no further issues raised to police surrounding this subject.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Nil

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Nil

7
RECOMMENDATION

The Community Engagement Committee is requested to note the contents of this report. 
