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	Report to East and South Area Board 

5 September 2005




	
	

	Title:


	Housing Strategy for Older People – Update on Phase 1

	Report of:
	Director of Housing Management

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To advise the Area Board on the progress to date with rehousing residents in Phase 1 of the Older Persons Strategy.

Background

2. A report was presented to the East and South Area Board on 6th December 2004 on the implementation of Gateshead Council’s strategy for Older People. 

3. Phase 1 of the strategy includes the re-housing of residents from the schemes listed below and the demolition of the properties. They are as follows

· Mulberry Gardens, Nest Estate- 16, 1 bed bungalows

· Cresthaven, Felling – 30 sheltered flats.

4. A report was presented to the East and South Area Board on 11th April 2004 on the implementation of Gateshead Council’s strategy for Older People. 

Progress to date

5. Appendix 1 provides details of the progress to date on the re-housing of residents in the areas. The figures in brackets are those reported at the last quarterly update.

6. The tendering process for the demolition contract is currently underway. It is expected that demolition for Mulberry Gardens and both sites in Central and west area will commence in October 2005. It is anticipated that demolition will take 4-6 weeks per site.

7. The scheme at Cresthaven will require a tender separate to the bungalow schemes. It is anticipated that the appointed contractor will take possession in November 2005 with demolition to follow.

8. The size, topography and location of the sites at Mulberry Gardens and Cresthaven impact on their suitability for the development of new bungalows. Following demolition the cleared areas will be grassed over and maintained pending any future examination of options for the sites.

Recommendations

9.
The Area Board is recommended to 

· note the report

· receive further progress reports on a quarterly basis.

Contact:  Martin Poulter






Tel No: (0191) 433 5374

Appendix 1

	Name of Scheme
	Total number in scheme
	Number re-housed to date.
	Accepted offer waiting to move
	Awaiting offer.

	Mulberry Gardens
	16
	10 (5)
	5 (1)
	1 (10)

	Cresthaven
	30
	30* (13)
	0 (0)
	0 (17)

	Totals
	46
	40 (18)
	5 (1)
	1 (27)


The figures in brackets are those reported at the last quarterly update.

* At the time of the Report to Council there were 8 vacancies in Cresthaven. Re-housing is still required for the warden at Cresthaven.
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