NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 11 JULY 2005

POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUM CONSULTATION ARRANGEMENTS

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To update the Committee on developments and proposals in relation to police and community forums including: 

·  the distribution of questionnaires at police and community forum meetings as part of the review of consultation arrangements 

· recent forum attendances

2.
QUESTIONNAIRES AT POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS


2.1
Background


As part of the development and implementation of the citizen focused policing agenda and the need to ensure that there is greater involvement of communities and citizens in determining how they are policed, it is essential that the Authority consider its arrangements for and delivery of police and community forums.


To begin this process, it is necessary to gain an insight in to why people attend police and community forums and how they heard about the meetings and whether these meetings meet their needs.

3.
Proposed Questionnaire 

3.1
 It is proposed to distribute the attached questionnaire at forum meetings, together with the option of a return envelope.

3.2
The information gained from the questionnaires will be used to contribute to a baseline assessment for a review of the publicity arrangements and effectiveness of the police and community forums. 

3.3
As this consultation process develops, alternative methods of consultation will be used to contact and ask the views of local people who do not attend forums and to identify their perceptions of forums or the barriers that there are around attendance at the police and community forums.

4.
ATTENDANCE UPDATE

4.1
Since the Community Affairs Committee agreed to increase the number of A5 flyers distributed to local residents from 3,000 to 4,000 (minute 19 – 2004/05), there have been nine forums held which have been attended by 260 people, giving an average attendance of 26 per forum. This compares to a total attendance of 184 in the previous nine forum meetings with an average of 18 per forum.

5.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

5.1
Nil

6.
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

6.1
Nil

7.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications 

8.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Members are asked to agree to:

(i) Agree to the distribution of the questionnaire at forum meetings.

(ii)
Note the increase in attendance figures at the forum meetings.

