NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 18 JULY 2005

CONSULTATION ON THE REVIEW OF THE CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1
To update the Committee on the response sent to the Standards Board for England’s consultation paper on the review of the Code of Conduct for Members.

2.
BACKGROUND

2.1 The Authority’s Code of Conduct came into force on 1 May 2002. The Standards Board for England has been asked by the Government to conduct a review of the Code of Conduct which will examine the effectiveness of the Code and address the issues which have given rise to debate in the three years since the Code was adopted.

2.2 The key areas which the consultation paper looked at were:

· Public interest defence in relation to disclosure of confidential information;

· The duty for members to report misconduct by colleagues;

· The line between public and private conduct;

· Personal and prejudicial interests;

· Registering interests.

3.
RESPONSE

3.1 The consultation paper comprised 29 questions. The Authority’s proposed response was sent to Members of the Standards Committee for their comments. As there were no amendments proposed by Members, the response, included in the appendix, was submitted by the deadline of 17 June 2005.

3.2 The Standards Board for England will now make a number of recommendations to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. It is envisaged that any subsequent changes to the Code will be agreed by the end of 2005.

4.
RECOMMENDATION

4.1 The Committee is asked to note the report.

