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Thursday 26 May 2005

1.
PROGRESS SINCE SEPTEMBER 2005

The Board has been carrying out the recommendations of the Graham Inquiry, so far as legislation allows, and also considering the issues raised by the ODPM select committee.

The Board has improved its performance in that:

· it is making decisions within 10 days as to whether to investigate a complaint

· it is referring about one quarter of the complaints to be investigated (September 2004 it was 1/3) and about 1/3 of these are referred to Monitoring Officers for investigation locally.  (In 94% of cases determined locally there was found to be a breach of the Code).
· the referral of cases for local determination has meant that the sanction fits the misconduct, because of the range of sanctions available.
· the backlog last September of 400 cases to be investigated was cleared by 31.3.05.  The Board now has the lowest ever number of cases on its books.
· 40% of cases are completed in 4 months and 90% in 6 months (not quite on P1 target)
It was indicated the Board expected about half of all cases to be dealt with a local level.

60% of complaints are from the public.  

There has been a reduction in parish and town council cases.

2.
CONSULTATION ON AMENDMENT OF THE CODE

The consultation period ends in June and it is proposed that recommendations will

go to the ODPM by Autumn.

The main issues identified:

· whether complaints should be filtered through the standards committee and only very serious misconduct be referred to the Board

· difficulties of recruiting independent members

· regional standards committees and pooling resources

· costs of investigation

· a “whistleblowing” defence v mitigation

· whether “disrepute” should apply to private life

· the obligation on members to report misconduct.  Should this be for serious misconduct only/be restricted in other ways?

· declaration of public service interests.   Should there be different categories.

