NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE – 18 JULY 2005

ISSUES FROM THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1.
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1. To inform the Committee of recent issues to have been highlighted by the Standards Board for England.

2
STANDARDS BOARD BULLETINS

2.1
The three news bulletins issued by the Standards Board for England in 2005 are attached in appendix 1 to the report. Previous news bulletins are available from the Standards Board for England website – www.standardsboard.co.uk.

2. STANDARDS BOARD CASEWORK

2.1
The Standards Board has announced that it has cleared its backlog of 400 cases after introducing measures to speed up the throughput of investigations. Last year the Board decided to streamline its processes and refocus resources on cases with a greater potential to damage public confidence in local democracy. This has resulted in twice as many cases being completed each month and the time taken to decide whether to investigate complaints being cut to ten working days or less.

3.
STANDARDS BOARD ROADSHOW

3.1 Mr D Brown, Dr C Snape and Mrs M Kesteven attended the Standards Board Roadshow at the MetroCentre Marriot on 26 May 2005. M Kesteven’s report on the roadshow is included in appendix 2` to the report.

4.
Adjudication Panel for England

4.1 The Standards Board has publicised three recent cases considered by the Adjudication Panel for England. In the first a former council leader was disqualified for three years after he was found to have bullied a council employee and to have been rude and aggressive to another council officer. The Panel agreed with the view of the Ethical Standards Officer that the member concerned had displayed multiple and serious failures to comply with the Code and that his behaviour was unfair, demeaning, belligerent and intimidating.

4.2 Another former council leader has been disqualified for a second time after being found to have failed to treat officers with respect during a meeting between council officers and a member of the public. The Panel agreed that the member’s conduct could be regarded as bringing his office into disrepute. An 18 month ban was handed down to run concurrently with a two year disqualification which the councillor had received in September 2004.

4.3 The Adjudication Panel disqualified a councillor for four years after he was found to have brought his authority into disrepute after he launched a ‘tirade’ against a member of the public at a parish council meeting. The councillor was also found to have undertaken a series of premeditated and intimidating actions against a member of the public for which he received a police caution. In addition to the four year disqualification, a further one-year ban to run concurrently was imposed for failing to treat others with respect.  

5.
RECOMMENDATION

5.1 The Committee is recommended to note the report.

