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APPLICATION FOR FUNDING FROM GRANT POOL: COALITION AGAINST CRIME BUSINESS CRIME REDUCTION CENTRE

Joint Report of the Chief Constable, Clerk and Treasurer

___________________________________________________________________

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to seek members’ approval to make Grant Pool funding available to the Coalition Against Crime, towards the establishment of a Business Crime Reduction Centre.

2
BACKGROUND


Members have received previous reports on the Grant Pool and were updated on its current position and future use, in a report submitted to their meeting of 23 February 2005 (minute 196 – 2004/05).  The report stressed there is a need to ensure that future use of the Grant Pool recognises and supports delivery of the priorities identified by the Force and Authority and achieves the best outcomes for local people.  A fundamental review of the Grant Pool will therefore take place, and will be completed by September 2005.

3
NORTHUMBRIA COALITION AGAINST CRIME
The Northumbria Coalition Against Crime, a registered charity, was formed in 1990 to reduce crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour for people living and working in the North East. It is a multi-agency partnership involving the community, the police, statutory and voluntary agencies, local authorities, business and commerce and works throughout Northumberland and Tyne and Wear.  The Coalition is also the umbrella organisation for the North East Retail Crime Partnership, which operates across Northumbria, Durham and Cleveland Police Force areas.

An application has been received from the Coalition for funding from the Grant Pool, towards the establishment of a Business Crime Reduction Centre.  The establishment of this Centre has been agreed in principle by a steering group which includes the Chief Constables of Northumbria, Durham and Cleveland Police Forces, Government Office for the North East and representation from other crime reduction agencies and business / commerce.

It is intended that the Centre will act as a central point of contact for businesses, providing advice and support, gathering information, liasing with the police, keeping records and generally being proactive in pursuit of achieving its aim; reducing crime, fear of crime and anti-social behaviour being experienced by businesses and their employees. 

Initially, a three-phase development plan for a ‘virtual crime reduction centre’ is planned, comprising:

Phase I

Development of a website for signposting, advice, guidance, support and on-line reporting of problems – the Coalition has indicated the cost of website design can be met from sponsorship.  Its content is currently being finalised.

Phase 2

Implementation of a help-line facility – the Coalition is seeking funding from the Northumbria Police Grant Pool to cover the cost of providing advice and support via a combination of telephone helpline, training events and seminars and workshops.  Initially this service would only be provided in the Northumbria Police area, but if the application to the Northumbria Police Grant Pool is successful, the Coalition, and its sister agencies (Durham Agency Against Crime and Safe in Tees Valley), will be seeking funding support from Durham and Cleveland Police Authorities, with a view to offering the service regionally.

Phase 3

Depending on the success of 1 and 2 above, which will run as a two-year pilot, the Coalition will seek to secure office premises and staff to form a Regional Business Crime Reduction Centre.  Funding will be sought from all users of the service (through annual subscriptions) partners organisations and sponsorship.

3
PROPOSAL

Business crime features highly in the 2004 – 2007 National Policing Plan, which states:


“Police forces and authorities should ensure that reported crime is treated no less seriously because the victim is a business rather than an individual”, and


“Police forces should respond positively to businesses’ concerns and suggestions for joint ventures, including those with the security industry, to reduce crime”.


The establishment of a Business Crime Reduction Centre would appear to be a positive move, subject to the evaluation of phases 1 and 2, and the involvement of appropriate partners who are prepared to contribute both funding and time.


It is proposed that members give consideration to the Grant Pool providing funding of £25,000 per annum in 2005/06 and 2006/07 to cover the cost of Phase 2 of the development plan.


It is also proposed that the Coalition be requested to provide information, in the form of an annual monitoring report at the end of 2005/06 and 2006/07, to allow members to ascertain the success of the Centre.  The monitoring should be carried out against the plan’s expected outcomes, which are:

· A reduction in crime against businesses where the Business Crime Reduction Centre has initiated measures;

· Greater awareness of what the business sector can do to prevent crime and reduce victimisation;

· Clarification of what help is available and proactive campaigns to promote this service;

· Increased business confidence;

· An established format for dialogue with the business centre;

· Evidence led practice;

· Development of best practice and effective use of resources, regionally and locally;

· An evidence base of why businesses should take prevention seriously.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS


Nil. 

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS


Nil.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


The Treasurer confirms total funding of £50,000 over 2005/06 and 2006/07, can be met from the Grant Pool.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS


Members are recommended to:

i) Approve funding from the Grant Pool of £50,000, over two years, to cover the cost of Phase 2 of Business Crime Reduction Centre, set up by the Coalition Against Crime.

ii) Agree to receive annual monitoring reports at the end of 2005/06 and 2006/07.
