NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY                                                27 April 2005

OPERATIONAL

___________________________________________________________________________

SUCCESSFUL FUNDING BID – AUTOMATIC NUMBER PLATE RECOGNITION 

Joint Report of the Chief Constable, Clerk and Treasurer

___________________________________________________________________________
1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to advise members of a successful bid to the Home Office and Police Standards Unit for funding of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) enabling technology.

2
BACKGROUND

At the Police Authority Finance Committee meeting held on 9 March 2005 members were advised that the Home Office and Police Standards Unit had made funding available during 2005/06 under the Spending Review 2004 Funding Framework, for forces to increase ANPR capability. The maximum amount available to each force was £300,000 to assist with the purchasing of ANPR enabling technology.


Approval was given for the Chief Constable to submit a formal bid to the Police Standards Unit for £300,000 to develop the use of fixed site ANPR cameras in Sunderland. (Finance Committee minute 61 - 2004/05 refers).

3.
OUTCOME OF THE BID

The Force has now been notified that its bid was successful, and £300,000 has been awarded to Northumbria Police for capital costs to develop the scheme during 2005/06.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

Northumbria Police recognises that the use of ANPR could potentially impact on a member of the public’s right to respect for private and family life. Where ANPR operates in the public domain, it has contributed to the detection of crime, therefore provided the use of material is subject to the correct safeguards against improper use, ANPR may be justified.


However, there are no Human Rights implications arising from the submission of the bid.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Following notification from the Home Office approving the recent bid for ANPR capital equipment, the Treasurer confirms there are no new financial implications arising from this report.

7
RECOMMENDATION

The Police Authority is asked to note the contents of the report.

