NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY - 27 APRIL 2005 

LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT

QUESTIONS IN MEETINGS OF CONSTITUENT COUNCILS

REPORT OF THE CLERK

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 To propose arrangements to enable questions on the discharge of functions of the Police Authority to be put and answered at meetings of the constituent local authorities.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Section 20 of the Police Act 1996 requires each of the constituent local authorities (the five District Councils in Tyne and Wear and Northumberland County Council) to make arrangements to allow questions on the discharge of the functions of the Police Authority to be put by members at their Council meetings.  The arrangements must also make provision for the question to be answered at the meeting by a person nominated by the Police Authority for that purpose.

2.2 The Police Authority, on being given reasonable notice of the fact that such a question is to be put, must nominate one or more of its members to attend the meeting to answer the question(s).  It need not be a member of that particular Council, it could be any member of the Police Authority.

2.3 The statutory provisions do not require that details of such questions should be given in advance (although it might be implied by the requirement to give reasonable notice that questions are to be put).  However District Council members are generally required by their own standing orders to submit questions in advance of meetings.  In addition all the constituent local authorities have been asked to ensure that their standing orders provide for sufficient notice to be given of such questions to the Clerk to the Police Authority so as to allow sufficient time for a reply to be prepared.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 The Police Authority is recommended to:

(i) Approve arrangements for the answer of questions on the discharge of its functions in meetings of the constituent councils by the following spokespersons:

· City of Sunderland

     -
Councillor Foster

· City of Newcastle upon Tyne
     -
Councillor Rounthwaite

· Gateshead Council

     -
Councillor Henry

· North Tyneside MBC

     -
Councillor Darke

· South Tyneside MBC

     -
Councillor McAtominey 

· Northumberland County Council  -
Councillor Thompson

(ii) Agree that in the event of any of the appointed spokespersons being unable to perform the function, the Chair of the Authority or a nominated substitute deputise accordingly.
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