NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

14 MARCH 2005

PRESENT:

Councillor Foster (Chair)

Councillors Darke, McAtominey, Rounthwaite and Thompson 

Mr Avery, Mr Foster, Mrs Guy and Mrs Brunton

APOLOGIES:
Councillors Henry, Napier and Packham, Mr Brown, Mrs Drury 

and Dr Mahmood, 

17.

MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on 6 December 2004 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

18.
INDEPENDENT CUSTODY VISITING ASSOCIATION (ICVA) – 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FEEDBACK

The initial feedback on the ICVA National Conference, recently hosted by the Authority, has previously been reported (minute 13 -2004/05).  

Each delegate who attended the Conference was given an evaluation form, which was then returned to ICVA.  ICVA has provided a summary of the evaluation sheets as submitted.

RESOLVED -
That the information be noted.

19.

POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUM PUBLICITY ARRANGEMENTS

The Committee was updated on the current arrangements for the publicity of the Police and Community Forums.  

The Authority, has agreed, as part of the review of its committee and panel structure, that there be six forums based on the six Area Commands (minute 193 – 2004/05).

It is proposed that, because the six Area Commands cover larger areas than the previous fifteen Area Commands, the number of A5 flyers distributed per forum be increased from 3,000 to 4,000.  This will then be evaluated after twelve months to see if attendances have increased, and a further report will be submitted.

RESOLVED - 
(i) 
That the number of A5 flyers distributed to publicise 

Police and Community Forum meetings be increase from 3,000 to 4,000 per forum for a twelve month period.

(ii) That a further report, following an evaluation of the results of the increased publicity, be submitted.

20.
 
POLICE AND COMMUNITY FORUMS

The schedules of issues raised at Police and Community Forums held since the last meeting of the Committee were submitted.

RESOLVED - 
( i )
That the information be noted.

(ii) That a review of the Police and Community Forum arrangements be undertaken when the new Community Engagement Committee is established.

21. 
REVISION OF CUSTODY VISITING RECORD (CV3)

The proposed revisions to the CV3 form, which was originally introduced in January 2002, were submitted.  The Criminal Justice Department of Northumbria Police, Custody Visiting Panel Co-ordinators and Custody Visitors have also been consulted.


RESOLVED - 
That the revised custody visiting record, as submitted, be approved.

22.
CUSTODY VISITS SUMMARY

The schedule of custody visits for the period 13 November 2004 – 21 February 2005 was submitted.

Concern was expressed at the information given for Bedlington Police Station where a number of detainees were not being seen due to being classed as either ‘violent’ or ‘being processed’.  They are significantly higher than all of the other custody suites.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii)
That a further report on the issues raised at Bedlington Police Station be submitted.






