NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY

FINANCE COMMITTEE

9 MARCH 2005

PRESENT:

Councillor Napier (Chair)

Councillors Darke, Foster, McAtominey, Packham, Purdue, Rounthwaite and Thompson

Mr Atkinson, Mr Avery, Mr Brown, Mrs Brunton, 

Mrs Drury, Mr Foster, Mrs Guy and Dr Mahmood  

APOLOGY:
Councillor Henry 
56. MINUTES

RESOLVED -
That the minutes of the last meeting held on

9 February 2005 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

57.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Members were reminded of their duty under Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 to update any declarations of personal or prejudicial interests.

58.
RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION PAPER – THREE YEAR SETTLEMENTS


The Government introduced three year settlements for Central Government Departments in the comprehensive spending review in 1998.


The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s consultation paper is seeking views on the Government’s proposals for the implementation of three year revenue and capital settlements for local government, including police authorities, in England.


This fulfils the commitment in the Government’s 2004 Spending Review to consult police authorities and other stakeholders on the proposals to agree financial settlements for 2006/07 and 2007/08 during 2005.


The Authority has previously made specific representations on funding issues such as rural police grant. The consultation paper looks at the overall principals of the three year funding settlements and not specific types of grant.


RESOLVED -
(i)
That the information be noted.

(ii) That the response to the consultation paper, as outlined, be approved and submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister by the deadline of 11 March 2005.

59. REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE – TENDERS: AREA CONTRACTS AND SPECIALIST CONTRACTS FOR POLICE BUILDINGS

Throughout the force area, general and specialist contractors are appointed to carry out works of a responsive and cyclical nature to Police premises. The majority of contracts are let on a measured term basis for a period of three years. However, there are a number of contracts that are renewed annually.

The general building contracts for Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside and Sunderland Area Commands have been incorporated in the measured term contracts of the relevant local authority. The present arrangement expires on 31 March 2005. The following organisations who submitted the successful tender have been confirmed:-

Area Command 

Successful Tenderer
Gateshead


Gateshead Local Environmental Services

Newcastle 


Newcastle Cityworks

North Tyneside

North Tyneside Public Works Department

Sunderland


Sunderland City Contracting Services

The existing three year term building contracts for Northumberland and South Tyneside Area Commands with David Wilkinson Building Services are proceeding satisfactorily.


The existing three year term horticultural contracts for contract A (Northumberland, Newcastle and North Tyneside) and contract B (Gateshead, South Tyneside and Sunderland) with Wharton Landscapes are proceeding satisfactorily.

The following lowest tenders have been received, in accordance with Standing Order E4 (a)(iii), for new three year term contracts for the specialist maintenance work:-

Air conditioning installations - Planned Maintenance Engineering Ltd





     (£25,425.07)

Electricity at work                  - Planned Maintenance Engineering Ltd





     (£297,225.35)

Intruder alarms

   - Status Security Systems Ltd (£18,241)

Portable appliance testing
   - Planned Maintenance Engineering Ltd





     (£39,172.50)

In accordance with minute 33 – 2001/02, the Architect and Technical Adviser has negotiated extensions to a number of existing maintenance contracts that expire on 31 March 2005, for a further two year period. The negotiations focused on price and added value by obtaining improvements in the service provision for the following contracts:-

Area Operations Rooms

- Bailey Maintenance Services (£24,279.52)

Automatic doors and barriers
- Dorma UK Ltd (£47,025)

Catering equipment


- AFE Serviceline (£36,659.22)

Fire alarms/emergency lighting
- Bailey Maintenance Services (£64,925.46)

Garage equipment


- Gott Technical Services (£47,603.08)

Generators



- Northern Power Plant (£42,803.18)

Lift installations


- Kone PLC (£39,186.44)

Mechanical services


- Bailey Maintenance Services (£97,472.14)

Ventilation & scientific aids

- Bailey Maintenance Services (£41,809.96)

The tender amounts for the above contract are based on an assessed tender value that includes an allowance for repairs.

The existing three year term contract for CCTV installations with Barrier Surveillance and Communication Systems is proceeding satisfactorily. The original tender rates are adjusted annually in accordance with the building cost information services indices.

In accordance with Standing Order E3(a)(iv), the following goods and services are being provided to the Authority using the benefit of specialist contracts organised by Gateshead Council and NEPO.


Window Blinds 


-
Baileys Blinds Co. Ltd


Floor Coverings


-
Lawrence Flooring


The Authority has previously approved the use of contractors to carry out works that are mainly related to Home Office requirements for security of custody areas and for specialist installations where continuity and reliability are prime concerns (Minute172 – 1991/92).


The firms that have been used are:-

Combined heat & power units
 - Petbow Co-generation


UPS installation


 - Chloride Power

Microwaves, catering appliances
 - AFE Serviceline


Petrol and diesel tanks
- W O Silmon Ltd


Custody area metalwork

 - Durham Sheet Metal Works Ltd


Locks/keys



 - Newcastle Locksmith & Safe Co


Building management systems
 - Invensys


Fire extinguishing systems
 
 - ADT Fire & Security


Budgetary provision exists for the above works in the 2005/06 maintenance and improvement of buildings budget.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the lowest tenders for the air 

conditioning, electricity at work, intruder alarms and portable appliance testing, as outlined, be accepted, subject to scrutiny.

(ii) That the appointment of the successful tenderers for Gateshead, Newcastle, North Tyneside and Sunderland Councils be approved, subject to scrutiny.

(iii) That the negotiated tenders, as outlined, be accepted, subject to scrutiny. 

(iv) That the existing measured term contracts and use of the miscellaneous specialist contractors, as outlined, be noted.

(v) That a further report on the arrangements for the monitoring and review of the repairs and maintenance and specialist contracts be submitted.

60.
UNIFIED COURTS ADMINISTRATION PROGRAMME ESTATES PROJECT

The Magistrates Courts Committee (MCC) currently occupies, on a user rights basis, a number of the Authority’s properties under the Northumbria Police (Amalgamation) Order 1973. 

The Courts Act 2003, from 1 April 2005, will abolish the MCC and enable the Lord Chancellor to transfer property, rights or liabilities which subsist for the purposes of operating Magistrates’ Courts.

Under the Act, the Authority will be required to give up rights to relevant freeholds of properties which were solely used for MCC’s purposes or grant long lease agreements for areas within shared buildings. The new owner/leaseholder will be the Department for Constitutional Affairs (DCA).

The Police Stations at: Alnwick; Berwick; Houghton-le-Spring and Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne will be affected by the Act. Arrangements to grant the DCA 999 year leases for the areas they occupy at the Police Stations and memorandum of agreements for areas jointly used were outlined. 

There will be no additional costs to the Authority arising from the granting of the 999 year leases. Also, the leasing of the assets will not significantly impact on the Authority’s asset base or asset value.

RESOLVED -

That the information be noted.

61.
AUTOMATIC NUMBER PLATE RECOGNITION – SUBMISSION OF BID FOR FUNDING

The Home Office and Police Standards Unit have invited forces to bid, in 2005/06, for a maximum of £300,000, from the £12m made available under the single regeneration 2004 funding framework for fixed site automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) equipment.

The Chief Constable proposes that a bid be submitted for a scheme within the Sunderland Area Command. It will consist of fixed site ANPR cameras at key strategic locations covering the principal accesses to Sunderland city centre and other locations associated with mass movement and travelling criminals.

The provisional cost of the scheme is £380,000, although this may vary depending on the results of a detailed technical survey. A bid for £300,000 of specific grant funding has been made with the balance to be met from earmarked partnership funds within the Sunderland City area.

Provision for the recurring revenue costs in future financial years will be included in the Authority’s medium term financial forecast.

RESOLVED -

That the information be noted.

62.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

