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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES JOINT COMMITTEE
14 July 2005
TITLE OF REPORT:
 County Archives Research Network (CARN)

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

Purpose of the Report

To seek the committee’s approval to join CARN.

 

Background

1. Anyone wishing to use the archives service in person has always been required to sign a register, giving their name, address and the purpose of their research, and agreeing to abide by the service’s rules.

2. Since January 2005 we have used a lengthier form as a declaration that users will not misuse any personal data incidentally revealed to them in records released under the Freedom of Information Act. Although this form has enabled us to make a greater range of records available it is cumbersome and has not been popular with users or staff.

3. The County Archive Research Network (CARN) has existed for a number of years and issues readers’ tickets that are widely accepted. Some 64 archives services are currently members. Proof of identity is required for issue of a card, but day tickets can be issued without formality if desired. Cards are free to the user.

Proposal

4. The archives service proposes to join CARN, replacing the current declaration procedure with CARN’s one-off registration.

5. CARN offers a number of advantages

· Streamlines signing in procedure

· Improves security

· Brings the service into a nationally recognised network

· Has the potential to offer online document ordering with a link currently being developed to the CALM cataloguing system

6. There are some disadvatages, which it is believed are outweighed by the advantages

· May be off-putting to some first-time or casual users (but the process would be made as simple as possible)

· Initial workload of registering existing users

· Stationery costs estimated at about £500 in the first year and £250 per annum thereafter (can be met from within existing resources)

Recommendation

7. To approve the proposal.

Alternative Options

8.  Retaining the existing system would be an option.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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