ARCHIVES USERS GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held at the Archives Service, Blandford House, Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday 15 March 2005

Present: 
Mrs A Borthwick (chair)
Dr C M Fraser

Ms F Green

Miss B Harbottle

Mrs D Harding

Mr E Hollerton

Mrs A Lang

Mrs C Liddell 

Ms E Rees

Dr W A L Seaman

Dr W Stokes 

Mrs H Whale

Dr T Yellowley

1. Apologies for absence were received from Fred Furness, Alison Gibson, Stafford Linsley and Elizabeth Redgate, who was resigning from the group.
2. Minutes of meeting held on 16 November 2004 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising

There were none.

4. Report on Meeting of Archives Joint Committee, 7 March 2005

Ann Borthwick reported on the meeting of the Joint Committee, which had taken place on 7 March. 

(i). The Border Television collection, which it had been planned to transfer to the NRFTA store at Middlesbrough, would now be held at TWAS pending a decision on whether it should more appropriately be transferred to the North West Film Archive. 

(ii). South Tyneside officers had prepared a report on progress with the Infostore bid. The committee approved proceeding to the next stage, which was the submission of a PFI bid followed by work towards a bid to HLF.

(iii). The implementation of the Best Value Review remained on target with the rollout of the volunteer programme and other outreach activities.

(iv). The committee approved the scope of the Development Trust and the formation of a steering group. Dr Seaman asked whether the Trust represented any risk to mainstream funding and was assured it would not.

(v). The committee approved the statement of accounts and independent auditor’s report for 2003/2004.

(vi). The committee approved the submission of the archives service’s shipbuilding and maritime trade collections for consideration for designation as collections of national importance. This was a scheme administered by MLA, previously for museum collections only, but newly opened to archives and libraries.

(vii). The results of the Survey of Visitors to British archives carried out in June 2004 were presented to the committee. The archives service had increased its overall satisfaction rating from 90.1% to 96.1%, although there was dissatisfaction with ICT related areas.

(viii). The committee received a report on the progress of the HLF funded Cultural Diversity Project, which was establishing links with minority ethnic groups and marketing the archives service at various events.

(ix). Proposals for expenditure of the archives service’s income were approved. Required efficiency savings were being met from income this year, which reduced the sum available to £28,100. This could not be sustained year on year. Expenditure on the outreach development programme, the NRFTA and an archives assistant to meet objectives under the Best Value Review was approved.

5. Report of Chief Archivist 1 July 2004 - 31 October 2004

This had been circulated.

The Chief Archivist explained the circumstances of the purchase of further papers of Thomas Bewick.

6. Any other business

The Chief Archivist drew the Group’s attention to the programme of workshops that had been arranged from April to August.

Ann Borthwick reported that Bill Macnaught would retire at the end of the month and David Bunce would take over as head of Cultural services.

7. Some recent accessions

A small number of documents received in the last few months were on display.

8. 
Date of Next Meetings
19 July, 15 November 2005, 14 February 2006.
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