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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

 30 June 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes

	Report of:
	Director of Property and Technical Services

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To provide updates to the Area Board on schemes approved during 2004/05 and 2005/06 and to seek approval of proposed security and environmental schemes for 2005/06.


2004/05 update

2. Appendix 1 shows progress to date on schemes previously approved during 2004/05. 


2005/06 Schemes

3. Appendix 2 shows progress to date on schemes approved by the Area Board at the last meeting. This is in the new format taking into account comments made at previous meetings.

4. The Area Board summary information at the bottom of the spreadsheet shows spend to date and identifies the work undertaken. This should be taken into consideration when approving further schemes, in order to ensure equality of spend geographically.



Proposed schemes – Submitted to the last Area Board for consideration

5. The following proposed schemes were presented to the Area Board in May 2005.  Further preparatory work has now been undertaken.

	Location
	Proposal
	Cost


	Impact

	Mount Pleasant Gardens, Central
	Provide chicanes to prevent motorcycle access
	£975 
	Residents complaining of ASB in this area

	Argyle Street
	Create a children’s play area. Includes resurfacing, provision of fencing, gate, football goals and toddler unit
	Total cost £80,753 – contribution requested of £10,753
	£70,000 funding already obtained from nearby developments.

	Marx Terrace, Highfield
	Improve brickwork on external walls
	Costs to be confirmed – significantly higher than originally planned.
	Improve the poor appearance of the walls

	Broomfield Crescent Bungalows, Highfield
	Erect 3 seats outside communal lounge
	£1,500
	To provide seating for residents

	Broomfield Crescent and Pennine View bungalows, Highfield
	To cover handrails with anti-slip covering
	To be confirmed, under £1,000
	To facilitate use of paths


6. This report seeks to allocate £13,248 of the remaining £147,019 budget for 2005/06. This is for the schemes at Mount Pleasant (£975), Argyle Street (£10,773) and Broomfield Crescent seats (£1,500).
7. The scheme at Marx Terrace will cost significantly more than originally estimated and it is proposed that this be deferred pending a final cost being established.
Procurement Statement

8. The scheme to install the chicanes will be carried out by LES, with the potential to procure some elements of work from a specialist supplier. The seats at Broomfield Crescent will be installed by MGM who have done a lot of external work for the company recently, including decent homes work.



Consultation

Mount Pleasant Scheme

9. A site meeting has been held with residents, representatives from the local office and a local ward member to agree the locations of barriers. There are two barrier designs, one of which is particularly designed to stop motorcycles but aid the passage of wheelchairs and pushchairs. Both designs are DDA compliant.

Argyle Street scheme
10. This scheme has been prepared in partnership with local families, LES and the Council’s Neighbourhood Management Team. Local children have developed the proposals from the start. The work will include a selection of play equipment to meet the needs of the intended age range of users.  The work includes an enclosed football/basketball court, a toddler unit and boundary fencing. Contributions have being sought from nearby housing developments at Hartington Street and Cemetery Road who have contributed £20,000 and £50,000 respectively. This leaves £10,753, which the Area Board are asked to contribute to this scheme. The work has been costed by Hags Play Ltd, but alternative costs will be sought to ensure the price is competitive. Ward councillors have been consulted and support this proposal.
Marx Terrace scheme

11. External boundary walls at Marx Terrace are in a poor state of repair and are at different levels, some being retaining walls. Costs are expected to be significantly higher than originally thought (£15,000). There are also several RTB properties, which will impact on the overall appearance of the street. Final costs will be prepared, on the basis of providing a decorative finish on top of the retaining wall and possibly railings, but it is suggested that this scheme is deferred until additional funding becomes available.

Broomfield Crescent & Pennine View

12. A more accurate price has been obtained, which is slightly higher than originally estimated (£1,400). A contractor has been approached to do this work and if approved, residents will be consulted on the type of seating and the location of them.

13. Materials to provide a suitable cover to handrails have been identified and will be tested for effectiveness before being applied.

Delegated schemes

14. The following schemes have been agreed in accordance with the powers delegated to the Principal Housing Services Manager to approve schemes up to a maximum of £1,000 in value: -
	Location
	Proposal
	Cost


	Impact

	Bensham Court, Central


	Provide light in canopy area at rear of block and at side of communal lounge

Provit 
	£250


	Provide additional security



	St Cuthberts Court
	Provide light on canopy at side entrance
	£200
	Provide additional security

	Emmaville communal lounge 
	External lighting required
	£600
	Provide additional security


Financial Implications
15. The budget for security and environmental schemes for 2005/06 is £284,000. Last year’s commitments of £129,000 reduce the funding available to £155,000. In May 2005 the Area Board approved schemes up to the value of  £7,981, leaving £147,019 of the budget unallocated. Schemes detailed above total £14,298, leaving £132,721 unallocated. There is also potential for additional funding of £600,000 boroughwide, when the Company obtains two star status.


Recommendations
16. The Area Board is recommended to: -

(i) note the scheme update from 2004/05, set out in Appendix 1;

(ii) note the scheme update from 2005/06, set out in Appendix 2;

(iii) approve the schemes set out in paragraph 5 above, with the exception of Marx Terrace, which should be reconsidered once a final cost has been established and further funding becomes available following the next inspection of the company;

(iv) note the schemes approved in accordance with powers delegated to the Principal Housing Services Manager.


Contact:  Nick Huston, Tenant Liaison Manager
Tel No:  (0191) 433 5327
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