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	Report to West and Central Area Board

30 June 2005 


	
	

	Title:


	Public Attendance at Meetings of Area Boards 

	Report of:
	Company Secretary and Solicitor

	
	



Purpose of Report

1. To report the outcome of research into public attendance at meetings of other ALMOs and to consult the Area Board on a proposed mechanism for allowing members of the public to speak at meetings and a protocol for public attendance.

Background

2. The Standards Committee, at its meeting on 22 March 2005, noted public attendance at meetings of the Board, committees and Area Boards and the action taken by the Area Boards Working Group.

3. The committee also requested that research be carried out on public attendance at meetings of other ALMOs.

4. The committee considered a report on 2 June 2005, which is attached as an Appendix to this report.  The committee resolved the following: -

(i) That public attendance at other ALMOs be noted.

(ii) That the procedure for members of the public speaking at meetings be approved, subject to 

· it being made explicit that the press can attend meetings but will not be permitted to speak;

· it being clear that Councillors can speak, as members of the public, but have no greater or separate right to speak, by virtue of their office; 

· the requirement for the Company Secretary and Solicitor to receive prior written notice of an issue that a member of the public wishes to speak on be not proceeded with, but the advertisement of meetings make it clear that it would be helpful to be given an advance indication of the issue, to aid discussion and provide information.

(iii) That the protocol for public attendance be approved, subject to the amendments outlined in resolution (ii) above being incorporated.

(iv) That the report be referred to the Area Boards for consideration before final decision by the Board.

(v) That the final procedure and protocol be published as part of the company’s Governance Handbook, following completion of resolution (iv) above.

5.
To assist the Area Board in commenting on the proposals, the protocol for public attendance has been amended to reflect the amendments made by Standards Committee.

Recommendation

6. It is recommended that the Area Board comment on the procedure for members of the public speaking at meetings and protocol for public attendance before final decision by the Board.

Contact:  Stuart Gibson, Company Administrator


Tel No:  (0191) 433 5308
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