GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

7 JUNE 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C36
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 24 May 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C37
CONTRACTS FOR HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT FOR PUPILS WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS – APPROVAL OF TENDERS


Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the transport of children with special educational needs between home and school commencing September 2005.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That existing contracts giving the lowest complete tender, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be accepted.


(ii)
That new contracts giving the lowest complete tenders, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the report, be awarded initially for the Autumn term only and subject to satisfactory service be extended for the duration of the contract.  

(iii)
That where new and existing contractors have given co-equal lowest complete tenders, as detailed in Appendix 4 to the report, contracts be awarded on the basis of lowest cost per mile (excluding escort).  Tenders awarded to new contractors will be initially for the Autumn term only and subject to satisfactory service be extended for the duration of the contract.

(iv)
That the Group Director, Learning and Children, and Director of Children’s Services be authorised to accept the next appropriate lowest tender if any successful contractor indicates, after contracts have been awarded, that they are unable to accept the contract or if the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, does not approve of the seatbelt adaptations.

(v)
That the Group Director, Learning and Children and Director of Children’s Services be authorised to deal with any outstanding contracts.
The above decisions have been made because the proposed tenders represent the most cost-effective arrangements for transporting children with additional needs between home and school.

C38
PROPOSED TEMPORARY WASTE HANDLING BUILDING AT CAMPGROUND WASTE TRANSFER STATION, WRKENTON – TENDER


Consideration has been given to the tender for a temporary waste handling structure at the Campground Waste Transfer Station, Wrekenton.


RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to accept the tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services in the sum of £452,000 (including fees), and to place an order for the construction of the temporary structure at Campground Depot.


The above decision has been made to provide a viable facility to maintain the Council’s commitment to delivering effective and efficient waste management services.

C39
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY BUSINESS PLAN


Consideration has been given to The Gateshead Housing Company’s Business Plan for 2005-2008, which has been prepared in accordance with guidance from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister on Arms Length Management Organisations.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That The Gateshead Housing Company’s Business Plan for 2005-2008 be approved, subject to (ii) below.


(ii)
That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, Chair and Chief Executive of The Gateshead Housing Company, be authorised to make any final necessary amendments to the Business Plan.


The above decision has been made to enable delivery of the Business Plan.

C40
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN – CAPITAL PROGRAMME UPDATE


Consideration has been given to the updated position on the integrated transport capital programme which reviews the final outturn from the 2004/05 programme and proposes a number of revisions to that for 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed amendments to the integrated transport capital programme for 2005/06, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the proposed spend on future major scheme development, as outlined in paragraph 11 of Appendix 1, be approved.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

(B) To enable the continued development of possible future major transport schemes for the borough 


C41
REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY POSITION STATEMENT


Consideration has been given to the proposed comments on the revised Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS), which takes into account consultations received between November 2004 and March 2005.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the comments on the revised RSS, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.



(ii)
That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be authorised to liase with the other Tyne and Wear authorities and agree a joint position statement.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To assist in progressing the preparation of a robust and ambitious Regional Spatial Strategy for the North East which addresses issues raised by the five Tyne and Wear local authorities; and 



(B)
To seek to influence proposals for the regeneration and economic prosperity of the region, sub region and in the interests of the Borough's residents.
C42
REDEPLOYMENT POLICY AND PROCEDURE – OUTCOME OF TRADE UNION CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to the proposed redeployment policy and procedure which has been subject to consultation with the Trade Unions.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve


(i)
The proposed redeployment policy and procedure .

(ii) The schedule of consultations, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the report, and the management recommendations.

The above decision has been made because the Council needs to formalise its approach and procedures for considering employees for redeployment. The existing approach is inconsistent, may be viewed as inequitable, and has a low success rate.

C43
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR POLICY AND PROCEDURE STATEMENT


Consideration has been given to the Statement of Policies and Procedures relating to Anti Social Behaviour Policy.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Statement of Policies and Procedures relating to Anti Social Behaviour.


The above decision has been made to comply with the provisions of the Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003  which requires the Council as landlord to publish procedures and policies in respect of anti-social behaviour.


C44
IMPROVEMENT PLAN


Consideration has been given to the revised Improvement Plan for 2005/06 which has been reviewed to ensure the document is still appropriate in terms of content and timescale.


RESOLVED - 
That the draft Improvement Plan, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council’s priorities for improvement are being directed towards the achievement of the Council’s vision as set out in the document ‘Towards 2010’.
C45
DIRECT PAYMENTS AND THE PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE ADULTS


Consideration has been given to the proposal for the Council to contribute to the safeguarding of vulnerable adults by funding enhanced Criminal Record Bureau checks from within Direct Payment resources.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council fund enhanced Criminal Records Bureau disclosures for people who use Direct Payments and who wish to take this option.


The above decisions has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that Direct Payments users make an informed choice about whether to employ a particular individual.

(B) To give maximum protection to vulnerable adults.

C46
SINGLE PROGRAMME – APPROVAL OF NEW PROJECTS

Consideration has been given to the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving one new project. 

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving expenditure for the Jennings Arches Design – Phase 2, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved:


The above decision has been made because the project outlined will contribute to the Regional Economic Strategy Towards 2010 and support the Central Gateshead Single Programme Implementation Plan scheme.

C47
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 and 2 of the report be endorsed:

· Department for Education and Skills – Duty on Local Authorities to Promote the Educational Achievement of Looked After Children

· Standards Board for England - Review of the Code of Conduct for Members


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C48
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE

Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C49
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C50
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to two property transactions.


RESOLVED - 
That the appropriation of Heworth Day Centre, Colepeth, Heworth, for use by Learning and Children for extra teaching space be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report. 

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 8 June 2005
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