GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

20 JUNE 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C51
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 7 June 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C52
ACHIEVING EXCELLENCE THROUGH PARTNERSHIP – BUILDING SCHOOLS FOR THE FUTURE WITH SOUTH TYNESIDE COUNCIL


Consideration has been given to the progress that has been made with South Tyneside Council in relation to the development of a joint project for capital investment into secondary schools under the Government’s Building Schools for the Future initiative.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the joint project with South Tyneside Council be progressed through the Local Educational Partnership structure, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

(ii)
That the membership and terms of reference of the Joint Project Board which will make recommendations to Cabinet on progress towards the procurement of the Local Educational Partnership and the overall delivery of the Building Schools for the Future joint project, as attached in Appendices 2 and 3, be approved.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to progress the capital investment offered under the Government’s BSF initiative to improve the school environments at Thomas Hepburn and Heworth Grange Comprehensive schools supporting the aims of ‘Towards 2010’, and in particular, children and young people who are empowered and supported to develop to their full potential and have life skills and opportunities to play an active part in society.
C53
SINGLE PROGRAMME – NEW PROJECTS

Consideration has been given to the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving one new project. 

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving expenditure for the Site Acquisition/Demolition at the Roundhouse Building – Phase 2, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved, subject to final approval by ONE North East


The above decision has been made because the project outlined will contribute to the Regional Economic Strategy, Towards 2010 and support the Central Gateshead Single Programme Implementation Plan scheme.
C54
REFURBISHMENT OF BACK LANES 2005/06


Consideration has been given to the proposed programme of back lane refurbishment for 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the programme of back lane refurbishment for 2005/06 be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations, Local Environmental Services, under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Streetlighting Maintenance Contract, and the balance to the Annual Surfacing Contractor.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to advertise and make any temporary traffic regulation orders as may be necessary during the works.


The above decisions have been made to continue to address the backlog of refurbishment works to back lanes throughout the borough by treating those considered to be in the worst condition.

C55
STREETLIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS 2005/06: CAPITAL


Consideration has been given to proposed street lighting improvements at various locations throughout the borough.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the streetlighting improvements, at the locations detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award these works to the Head of Construction Operations, Local Environmental Services, under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Streetlighting Maintenance Contract.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The proposals will enhance road safety and security and help to reduce crime and the fear of crime.


 (B)
The proposals will continue to address the backlog of outstanding requests for streetlighting improvements.
C56
STRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE OF ROADS 2005/06: CAPITAL


Consideration has been given to the proposed Structural Maintenance of Roads 2005/06 (Capital) Programme which includes allocations of £70,000 and £965,000 for the maintenance of principal and non principal roads, respectively.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed programmes for the Structural Maintenance of Roads (Capital) for 2005/06 be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award the relevant works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services), under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Streetlighting Maintenance Contract, and the balance to the Annual Surfacing Contractor.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to advertise and make any temporary traffic regulation orders, as necessary during the works.


The above decision has been made to address the backlog of deterioration of roads and footpaths throughout the borough.
C57
CIVIC CENTRE MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME


Consideration has been given to the scheme estimates for maintenance work to mechanical and electrical systems within Gateshead Civic Centre and to the negotiation of tenders for the works.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the scheme estimates for the mechanical and electrical maintenance works within Gateshead Civic Centre, as listed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to negotiate tenders with specialist firms for mechanical and electrical maintenance works within Gateshead Civic Centre and place orders within budget.

The above decisions have been made in order to ensure that Civic Centre mechanical and electrical systems are upgraded to meet current regulations and standards.

C58
TRANSITIONAL EMPLOYMENT PROJECTS – DELIVERY ARANGEMENTS


Consideration has been given to the delivery arrangements for the Transitional Employment Projects.


RESOLVED - 
That, as an exception to the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules, the Head of Economic Development be authorised to select an organisation to deliver this project in consultation with the other Tyne and Wear Councils.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) Due to the late approval of funding, the project would not be able to deliver on time if normal procurement procedures were followed.

(B) The project will enhance the delivery of economic development services to local people, raise enterprise awareness in the borough, help local people develop the skills needed for employment and also support job creation activities.

C59
THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY SERVICE PLAN 2005-2008


Consideration has been given to The Gateshead Housing Company Service Plan 2005-2008, which identifies the actions needed to achieve the key objectives outlined in the Business Plan.


RESOLVED - 
That The Gateshead Housing Company’s Service Plan be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable delivery of the objectives set within the Service Plan.

C60
NATIONAL ASYLUM SUPPORT SERVICE CONTRACT – ASYLUM SEEKERS’ ACCOMMODATION


Consideration has been given to the contract between the North East Consortium for Asylum and Refugee Support and the Home Office National Asylum Support Service, which is due to expire on 26 June 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the new contract, as detailed in the report, be endorsed.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable continuation of the existing service.

(B) To offer suitable accommodation for asylum seekers within Gateshead.

C61
REVIEW OF FIXED PLAY EQUIPMENT


Consideration has been given to the outcomes of the review of fixed play facilities in the borough.

RESOLVED – 
(i)
That the setting of a basic level of provision for equipped play facilities, which serve local needs, be approved.

(ii) That investment in a broader range of equipment be generally concentrated in larger parks serving a wider neighbourhood catchment.

(iii) That existing skateboard facilities be used to serve a wider neighbourhood catchment whilst future skateboarding facilities be equipped to a level which fulfils a more local need.

(iv) That initiatives to lease play facilities to community groups should be encouraged, where it is appropriate to do so.

(v) Approve the investment in fixed play as detailed in the report.
The above decision has been made to enable the Council to provide enhanced play provision.
C62
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Best Value Performance Plan 2004/05.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Agree that this year’s performance plan be produced in the style of a corporate annual report.

(ii) Agree that the information shown in Appendix 2 of the report, be used as the basis for the Annual Report 2004/05.

(iii) That the Chief Executive, following consultation with the leader of the Council, be authorised to approve the final content and presentation of the plan.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the document is produced with the most up to date performance information and to meet the distribution deadline of 30 June 2005.

C63
IEG4.5 – IMPLEMENTING ELECTRONIC GOVERNMENT STATEMENT (IEG)


Consideration has been given to the Implementing Electronic Government 4.5 statement.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve

(i) That the IEG4.5 Statement, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be delegated to finalise the statement prior to submission to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

C64
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2004/05


Consideration has been given to the Statement of Accounts 2004/05 which must be approved by 31 July 2005 in compliance with the statutory requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to delegate responsibility for approval of the Statement of Accounts 2004/05 to the Leader, Deputy Leader and Leader of the Opposition.


The above decision has been made to allow the Council to meet the deadline for approval of the Statement of Accounts.

C65
VEHICLES (CRIME) ACT 2001 – DELEGATION TO THE REGULATORY COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to 


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) That the Regulatory Committee be granted delegated powers to hear representations against a refusal to register a person as a motor salvage operator and to determine the matter.

(ii) That the Regulatory Committee also be granted delegated powers to determine applications for licenses or registrations referred to it by the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in respect of matters relating to public safety, public order or the environment, where there has been a refusal to grant or renew the licence or registration or where there are relevant objections to grant or renewal, except when the matter is delegated to another body of the Council.

(iii) That the Council’s Constitution be amended accordingly.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that such matters are dealt with expeditiously and within a proper framework.

C66
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2006-2011


Consideration has been given to the draft provisional Local Transport Plan for Tyne and Wear for 2006-2011, which has been prepared in accordance with national guidance.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The draft Tyne and Wear LTP for 2006-2011 for submission to the Department for Transport.

(ii) That the issues outlined in paragraphs 4-14 of Appendix 1 to the report be taken into account in preparing the final version of the LTP, to be submitted to the Government in March 2006.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the provisional Local Transport Plan for Tyne and Wear is submitted to Government by the required deadline.

(B) To help safeguard future capital funding allocations for transport within Gateshead.

(C) To assist further in the development of the strategic approach towards important transport issues within Tyne and Wear. 

C67
SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN: REVIEW OF SURPLUS PLACES


Consideration has been given to the proposed process for reviewing surplus places across the borough to identify ways in which the Council can reduce its surplus capacity in effective ways.


RESOLVED - 
That the review and consultation process, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council fulfils its statutory duties.

C68
CLINICAL GOVERNANCE REVIEW – SOUTH OF TYNE AND WEARSIDE MENTAL HEALTH NHS TRUST


Consideration has been given to the findings of the review of Clinical Governance within the South of Tyne and Wearside Health NHS Trust, which took place in February 2005.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings of the inspection report be noted.

(iii) That the Action Plan, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be referred to the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

The above decisions have been made to ensure the robustness of the action plan in relation to Gateshead.

(Councillor D Napier declared a personal interest in the above matter as he is a non executive director of the Mental Health Trust.)

C69
LOCAL AGENDA 21 – NEW STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES


Consideration has been given to the new Strategic Objectives for Local Agenda 21 which have been developed following the review of the LA21 Strategy undertaken by the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee.


RESOLVED - 
That the strategic objectives for the new LA21 Strategy, as detailed in the appendices to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure the Council meets its policy objectives in relation to the local environment.


IMPROVEMENTS OF PROPERTIES WITHIN THE HOWARD STREET AREA


Item withdrawn.

C70
CONTRACT FOR THE SUPPLY OF LAUNDRY AND DRY CLEANING SERVICES


Consideration has been given to the tender submitted for the supply of laundry and dry cleaning services for a period of 24 months commencing 1 July 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That the most economically advantageous tender, submitted by Sunderland City Hospitals, for the supply of laundry and dry cleaning services for a period of 24 months, with effect from 1 July 2005, with the option to extend for a further two 12 month periods, be approved.

C71
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY (LEA) SCHOOL GOVERNORS

Consideration has been given to the appointment of LEA School Governors to schools where they are vacancies.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of the following Local Education Authority School Governors, to the schools indicated, for a period of four years with effect from the date stated, be approved:

· Bill Quay Primary – Mrs S Wright

· Dunston Hill Primary – Mrs A Miller

· Heworth Grange – Mr J Lisle

· Ryton Comprehensive – Councillor K Ferdinand

· Ravensworth Terrace Primary – Councillor N Weatherley

C72
PETITIONS


Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the actions taken on them. 


RESOLVED -
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be noted.
C73
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 and 2 of the report be endorsed:

· Department for Education and Skills – Duty on Local Authorities to Promote the Educational Achievement of Looked After Children

· Standards Board for England - Review of the Code of Conduct for Members


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.
C74
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C75
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C76
REVIEW OF LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES – (CONSTRUCTION SERVICES – HOUSING AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND HIGHWAYS) (Paragraphs 1 and 11)


Consideration has been given to the proposals to revise the structure within Local Environmental Services (construction Services – Housing and Public Buildings and Highways).


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve: 

(i) The proposals to restructure the establishment within Local Environmental Services (Construction Services – Housing and Public Buildings and Highways, as detailed in Appendices 2, 3 and 4 to the report.

(ii) That the extended time period during which a claim for Essential User status has been outstanding, for posts identified in Appendix 4 to the report, be backdated to 1 February 2005.

C77
DEVELOPMENT OF DIRECT PAYMENTS (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the transfer of a post to the Council to assist with the development of Direct Payments.


RESOLVED - 
That the employee currently employed by Leonard Cheshire in providing Direct Payment support, be subject to a TUPE transfer of terms and conditions.


The above decision has been made to further enhance the service delivery of Direct Payments.

C78
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 3, 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report:

· Unit 3 Green Lane, Felling – Dennis Smart and Company Ltd

· 3 The Green, Chopwell – Mr Murray

· 38/38a Cotemede, Leam Lane – Mr and Mrs P S Sandhu

(iii) That the property disposal of 38 Glynfellis to Mr and Mrs Lisle be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report.

C79
BRIAN HALLIMOND – GROUP DIRECTOR, LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

The Chair referred to the fact that this would be the last Cabinet meeting attended by Brian Hallimond, Group Director, Local Environmental Services, before his retirement. He, on behalf of the Cabinet, thanked him for his excellent service to the Council and wished him well for the future.


RESOLVED - 
That the comments be placed on record.
(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 22 June 2005
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