	[image: image1.jpg]20 Houg,,

@

N,
¢

s,
g syl

orpany oy,

W

o

e
With Gateshe®

&

%




	Report to West and Central Area Board 

19 May 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Bleach Green progress report

	Report of:
	Principle Housing Services Manager

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To advise the Area Board on the progress to date with rehousing residents from the demolition area of Bleach Green and development of the site.

Background

2. Following an extensive period of consultation with residents a final report was presented to the Councils’ Cabinet on 23 February 2001. It was initially agreed to demolish 288 properties. After further consultation this figure was increased to 490 on 24 July 2001. 

3. The reasons for carrying out partial demolition on the estate are as follows:

· To tackle falling demand for the estate.

· Poor structural condition of the properties

· To help sustain the future of the remainder of Bleach Green estate

Progress to date

4. Of the 490 properties to be demolished, 342 have now been demolished. A further 123 are empty and awaiting demolition.  

5. There are a total of 5 residents who are waiting for an offer of accommodation. This is a reduction of 16 since the last report in February 2005. In addition a further 20 tenants have offers or are currently moving into their new home. 

6. As properties become vacant they are immediately secured. The Estate Officer and the Handyperson carry out regular inspections of the estate to maintain both the environment and the empty properties.  The Councils neighbourhood wardens also patrol the estate on a regular basis reporting any issues direct to the housing office or Police. 

7. Area Office staff regularly attend meetings of the Bleach Green Residents Association to update and discuss any issues residents may have concerning this scheme.

Development of the cleared site

8. Phase 2 of the redevelopment is now complete and lettings commenced on 21 March 2005

9. Phase 3 of the redevelopment on Hawthorn Road has been agreed and will comprise a mixture of rented, shared ownership and affordable houses for sale. 14 units of accommodation will be available to rent, including 4 x 2 bed flats, 4 x 4 bed houses, 4 x 2 bed bungalows and 2 x 3 bed bungalows. It will also include 12 x 3 bedroom houses for shared ownership. Redevelopment is expected to commence in June 2005.

10. Phase 4 will include 16 units of rented accommodation, including 6 x 2 bed houses and 10 x 2 bed bungalows. There will be an additional 10 x 2 bed bungalows for shared ownership.

Recommendation

11. The Area Board is recommended to note the report.

Contact:  Charlotte Gaines, Housing Manager



Tel No:  (0191) 433 6213
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