GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

17 MAY 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C1
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 26 April 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C2
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD – GATESHEAD AREA DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK AND SCHEME UPDATE SUBMISSION


Consideration has been given to the overall direction and approach to the Scheme Update, which will be submitted to the Government to secure funding to continue the development and implementation of the programme.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the overall direction and approach to the scheme, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, Group Director, Development and Enterprise, and Group Director, Community Based Services, be authorised to make necessary amendments and submissions forming part of the Gateshead Scheme Update.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise and the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to acquire property and land within the Pathfinder area that will benefit the emerging plans subject to finance being available through Housing Market Renewal or other external sources.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Housing Market Renewal agenda and the priorities outlined in the Gateshead Community Strategy and Towards 2010 are delivered within the Pathfinder area.

(B) To receive the additional funding, resources and support available through the continuation of this programme.

C3
BEST VALUE REVIEW – LIBRARY SERVICE – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of the Library Service.  The Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(ii) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.
C4
BEST VALUE REVIEW – REVENUES, BENEFITS AND RENT COLLECTIONS – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Revenues, Benefits and Rent Collections.  The Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(iii) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.
C5
BEST VALUE REVIEW – FLEET MANAGEMENT – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Fleet Management. The Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(iv) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.
C6
BEST VALUE REVIEW – YEAR 2 ICT – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Year 2 ICT. The Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(ii) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.

(iii) That the next report to the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee be the final report, which provides an overview of the impact that the review has had on ICT services.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.
C7
BEST VALUE REVIEW – SERVICES TO ADULTS IN NEED – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Services to Adults in Need.  The Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(v) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.

(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal interest in the above matter because she is an employee of the Gateshead Primary Care Trust).

C8
BEST VALUE REVIEW – SERVICES TO TENANTS – IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

Consideration has been given to the updated Implementation Plan for the Best Value Review of Services to Tenants.  The Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee has given advice on this Best Value Review.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee, with regard to overall performance, be noted.

(vi) That the Implementation Plan is on target and the review is having the anticipated impact on service delivery and users.


The above decisions have been made to ensure that the future delivery of the services included in the review will provide improved services for local people.

C9
BEACON COUNCIL STATUS – ROUND 6


Consideration has been given to the progress made following the Council being awarded Beacon Status in Round 6 for the Healthy Communities theme.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the dissemination plan be noted.

(ii) That the appointment of a Beacon Council Co-ordinator be approved.

(iii) That the associated costs be met from the £67,000 award.

The above decisions have been made to help disseminate best practice.


(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal interest in the above and following matter because she is an employee of the Gateshead Primary Care Trust).

C10
DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PARTNERSHIP


Consideration has been given to new partnership arrangements for the Children and Young People theme, which will rationalise the current arrangements and align with Gateshead’s Children’s Trust.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for revised arrangements for the 
Children and Young People’s Partnership, as outlined in 
Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.


(ii)
That the Portfolio Holder for Children and Young People 
and the Group Director, Learning and Children represent 
the Council on the Partnership.

The above decision has been made to assist in fulfilling the Council’s vision in Towards 2010 and the Community Strategy for Children and Young People.

C11
REVIEW OF RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION FOR OLDER PEOPLE – OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION – WESTWOOD


Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation on the reprovision programme for residential care.

RESOLVED - 
That the outcome of consultation and the closure of Westwood Residential Home as soon as the last resident has been appropriately accommodated, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reason:

(A) To assist the modernisation programme for services for older people.

(B) To offer a range of services in strategic locations across the borough appropriate to a range of needs.

C12
HOUSING INSPECTION FINAL REPORT – RESPONSE OF THE GATESHEAD HOUSING COMPANY


Consideration has been given to a formal response to the Housing Inspection Final Report developed jointly by The Gateshead Housing Company and the Council.

RESOLVED - 
That the response, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved for submission to the Audit Commission.


The above decision has been made to enable a response to be made to the Audit Commission.

C13
IMPROVEMENT OF PROPERTIES ON DURHAM ROAD


Consideration has been given to the scheme and estimate for the proposed improvement works to properties on Durham Road, which forms part of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead initiative, and to the invitation for tenders.

RESOLVED - 
That the scheme and estimate of £599,243 for the improvement of properties on Durham Road be approved and authorisation be given for the invitation of tenders.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To progress the scheme works, and deliver agreed Housing Market Renewal outputs.

(B) To contribute to the Council’s and Government’s sustainable communities agenda.

C14
SINGLE PROGRAMME – NEW PROJECT

Consideration has been given to the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving one new project. 

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the TyneWear Partnership in approving expenditure for a feasibility study of a cable car link between Gateshead Quays and Gateshead Town Centre, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved:


The above decision has been made as the projects will contribute to the overall strategies of the TyneWear Partnership and will support the Implementation Plan relating to the scheme.
C15
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 and 2 to the report be endorsed:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Enterprise and Economic Opportunities in Deprived Areas 

· Northumberland County Council – Draft Northumberland Local Transport Plan 2006 – 2011 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.
C16
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C17
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C18  
REMEDIATION OF CONTAMINATED LAND AT DEWHURST TERRACE, SUNNISIDE (Paragraph 8)


Consideration has been given to the results of the detailed site investigation into contaminated land at Dewhurst Terrace, Sunniside.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the remediation proposals and the estimated costs, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to extend the appointment of CL Associates to validate remediation works and to monitor the site for a period of two years thereafter for the cost outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

(iii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to obtain tenders for the remediation works, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

(iv) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services and the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to place an order for the remediation if the remediation is not carried out by the polluter, subject to the cost of the remediation being contained within the anticipated budget, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report.

The above decisions have been made because the remediation measures need to be progressed quickly on the site to reduce the contamination to acceptable levels to enable the Council to meet its obligations under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and to protect the public from the potential longer term harmful effects of the pollution.

C19
ORGANISATION REVIEW DEVELOPMENT AND ENTERPRISE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the proposals to alter the management structure in Development and Enterprise.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals to restructure the senior management of Development and Enterprise, by deleting the posts of Head of Transport Strategy and Head of Highways and Construction and creating a new post of Head of Transport and Highways, as outlined within Appendices 1 and 2 to the report.

(ii) That a further report proposing a detailed structure for the proposed Transport and Highways Service be submitted to Cabinet.

The above decisions have been made because the proposed structure revisions will address the changes necessitated by the Road Traffic Act 2004, recruitment issues and provide effective management within the Group.

C20
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report

· Unit 3 St Mary’s Green – B & J Walker Limited

· 2 The Green, Chopwell – Mr Singh

(ii) That the following new lettings be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Unit 1 Whinfield Industrial Estate – Michael Patterson, T/A Micks Mini Restorations

· Unit 4 Green Lane, Felling – Budgreen

(iii) That the appropriation of The Bungalow, Front Street, Whickham to Highways and Construction, Development and Enterprise, be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 3 to the report.

(iv) That the property acquisition of The Roundhouse, Charles Street, be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 4 to the report.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 18 May 2005
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