GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

26 APRIL 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C432
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 12 April 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair, subject to the deletion of the reference to Council approval in minute C427.


C433
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on whether or not to approve new applications for grant support in 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on the new applications for grant support, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made because the grant support proposed to be given to the groups and organisations will bring benefits to the residents of the Borough.
C434
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM DEVELOPMENT – SPORTS PITCHES – TENDER


Consideration has been given to the tenders received for the provision of external pitches at Gateshead International Stadium.

RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise be authorised to negotiate and accept a revised tender from J.Hellens, who submitted the lowest tender, subject to it being within budgetary provision and in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, Group Director, Community Based Services and the funding bodies.

The above decision has been made to enable the project to proceed on a timescale which will meet the project completion date imposed by the funding bodies.


SCHOOL BOILER REPLACEMENT AND REWIRE PROGRAMME 2005/06


Item withdrawn

C435
PROPOSED TEMPORARY WASTE HANDLING BUILDING AT CAMPGROUND WASTE TRANSFER STATION, WRKENETON – NEGOTIATION OF TENDER


Consideration has been given to the negotiation of a tender for the erection of a temporary waste handling structure at Campground waste transfer facility.

RESOLVED - 
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to negotiate a tender with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, for the construction of a temporary waste handling structure at Campground Waste Transfer Station.

The above decision has been made to provide a viable facility to maintain the Council’s commitment to delivering effective and efficient waste management services.

C436
SUPPORTING PEOPLE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the Supporting People Five Year Plan for Gateshead which provides housing support services to vulnerable adults in the borough.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:

(i) Approve the Supporting People Five Year Plan for Gateshead.

(ii) Agree to Gateshead acting as the Accountable Body for Supporting People in line with guidelines from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM).

(iii) Authorise the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, to make any final necessary amendments to the Strategy prior to its submission to the ODPM.

The above decisions have been made to advise the ODPM of member consultation of the five year plan.

C437
EXTENDED SCHOOLS


Consideration has been given to the Extended Schools Plan for Gateshead which will provide a framework for clusters of schools to work with partner services to deliver extended schools.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Extended Schools Plan, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable a framework to be provided for those clusters of schools interested in delivering extended schools services.

(B) To provide guidance in line with the Department for Education and Skills, Ofsted and other future planned inspections that will evaluate the provision of services for Children and Young People

C438
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to a School Attendance Strategy which has been the subject of full consultation with schools and other stakeholders.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the School Attendance Strategy titled ‘Every Day Counts’, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the Council and its partners work together to maximise school attendance.

(B) To help meet the Council’s policy objectives in “Towards 2010”.

C439
HOUSING INSPECTION FINAL REPORT – FORMAL RESPONSE


Consideration has been given to the Housing Inspection Action Plan developed by The Gateshead Housing Company in consultation with the Council to respond to the recommendations of the Audit Commission Housing Inspectorate.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Housing Inspection Action Plan in response to the recommendations made by the Audit Commission Housing Inspectorate.

C440
ANNUAL EFFICIENCY STATEMENT


Consideration has been given to the Annual Efficiency Statement for 2005/06 which was submitted to the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister by 15 April 2005.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Annual Efficiency Statement for 2005/06 be noted.

(ii) That the work programme to deliver efficiency savings for 2006/07 and 2007/08 be approved.

(iii) That the framework for future efficiency statement submissions and monitoring of the achievement of efficiencies, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

The above decisions have been made to meet the requirement to achieve 2.5% efficiency gains for the three years 2005/06 to 2007/08.

C441
BEST VALUE REVIEW – STREET SCENE – FINAL REPORT


Consideration has been given to the final report for the Best Value Review of Street Scene which outlines the service options emerging from the detailed investigations.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice given by the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted.

(ii) That the Service Options and the associated five year implementation plan be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the review will improve services for users.

C442
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGEMENT AREA ACTION PLANS


Consideration has been given to the five draft Neighbourhood Management Area Action Plans which outline how the borough-wide objectives of the Gateshead Community Strategy are being delivered in each local area.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the five draft Neighbourhood Management Area 


Action Plans, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be 

endorsed.

(ii) That the proposals be endorsed for further consultation and engagement with residents, local groups and service providers, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the neighbourhood renewal agenda and the priorities outlined in the Gateshead Community Strategy and Towards 2010 are delivered at a local level.

C443
GATESHEAD’S ANNUAL PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES AND DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S PLAN


Consideration has been given to the progress made in relation to the Council’s annual performance assessment (APA) of children’s services by the Commission of Social Care Inspection and the Office for Standards in Education and to the development of an interim Children and Young People Plan (CYPP).

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the progress made in relation to the development of the Council’s APA of children’s services be noted.

(ii) That a joint Corporate Vitality and Children and Young People’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee be arranged to give full consideration to the draft APA.

(iii) That the issues raised in relation to the development of an interim and final CYPP be noted.

(iv) That a Children and Young People’s Advisory Group be arranged to consider the draft interim CYPP.

The above decisions have been made to ensure continuous improvement and the delivery of excellent services for children and young people in Gateshead.

C444
LOCAL AGENDA 21 – REPORT OF THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES PLACE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Consideration has been given to the outcome of the Review of the Local Agenda 21 Strategy and to the specific recommendations of the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC).

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the recommendations contained within the Sustainable Communities Place OSC report on Local Agenda 21 be endorsed and form the basis of the Council’s response to the Local Agenda 21 Strategy review.

(ii) That a members seminar be arranged to discuss renewable energy generation in Gateshead, working with the Environment Agency and the key points of the Government’s updated strategy ‘Securing the Future’ in relation to local issues.

The above decisions have been made to pursue policy objectives.

C445
GP OUT OF HOURS SERVICES – REPORT OF THE HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 


Consideration has been given to the outcome of the Review of GP Out of Hours Services and to the specific recommendations of the Healthier Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC).

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following specific recommendation for the 


Council contained within the OSC’s report be endorsed:

 


‘Opportunities for the Council’s Out of Hours Service, 


“Gateshead Care Call”, to link with and support the GP 

Out of Hours Service should be actively supported.’


(ii)
That the OSC report be referred to the Gateshead 


Health Partnership for consideration.

The above decision has been made to assist the Gateshead Primary Care Trust and GATDOC in improving GP Out of Hours Services for Gateshead Residents.


(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal interest in the above item because she is an employee by the Gateshead Primary Care Trust).

C446
DISTRICT AUDIT 2003/04 ISO 17799 COMPLIANCE – ACTION PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Audit Commission’s review of the Council’s arrangements for compliance with the ISO 17799 Standard for information security management and to the action plan responding to the recommendations made by the Audit Commission.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings of the Audit Commission’s report and the comments made by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted.

(ii) That the action plan prepared in response to the recommendations be approved.


The above decisions have been made because the recommendations contained in the action plan will improve the Council’s compliance with the ISO 17799 Standard.

C447
DISTRICT AUDIT 2003/04 – REVIEW OF RISK MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Audit Commission’s review of the Council’s arrangements for risk management and to the action plan responding to the recommendations made by the Audit Commission.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the findings of the Audit Commission’s report and the comments made by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee be noted.

(iii) That the action plan prepared in response to the recommendations be approved.


The above decisions have been made because the recommendations contained in the action plan will improve the Council’s management of risk

C448
MISCELLANEOUS INCOME – TRANSFER OF UNCOLLECTABLE AMOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances from certain miscellaneous income accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken.

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of balances on 135 invoices, amounting to £157.158.29 be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C449
ADULT CARE GREEN PAPER


Consideration has been given to the green paper on the future of adult social care services entitled “Independence, Well-being and Choice”.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the view of the Healthier Communities Advisory 


Group be sought on the Green Paper and the role of the 

Director of Adult Social Services.

(ii) That the consultation proposals, outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be endorsed for partner organisations, service users and employees.

The above decisions have been made to obtain views and submit a response to the consultation before the deadline of 28 July 2005.

C450
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD EXTENSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS AT TULIP STREET, SUNDERLAND ROAD


Consideration has been given to the proposed extension of the environmental improvement project at Tulip Street, Sunderland Road.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed works, detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the negotiation of a contract extension with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, be approved based on a combination of competitive rates and the Highways Maintenance and Street Lighting Term Contract rates.

(iii) That an order be placed with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, subject to tenders being within the total of the respective budgets.

The above decisions have been made because positive management measures are necessary to promote the regeneration of the Bridging NewcastleGateshead area as a desirable residential neighbourhood.

C451
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE METRO CENTRE


Consideration has been given to the developer contributions for the Metro Centre area.

RESOLVED - 
That the transport developer contribution of £45 per square metre be approved as an interim figure for the area identified in Appendix 2 to the report.

The above decision has been made to establish a more consistent and transparent approach towards assessing the need for contributions to transport measures in the Metro Centre area.

C452
SURPLUS PROPERTY PROCEDURE


Consideration has been given to the introduction of a corporate procedure for the surplus declaration of property.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the introduction of the Surplus Property Procedure, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to implement the procedure immediately.

(iii) That the procedure be monitored through the Corporate Asset Management Group.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The procedure will speed up the process of re-use or disposal of a property once it is identified as surplus to operational requirements.

(B) The procedure will reduce the time that a property stands vacant and not used.

(C) The procedure will reduce the costs of repairs, security, insurance, rates and services associated with empty Council property.

C453
ENGINEERING SERVICES CONSULTANCY


Consideration has been given to the tenders received for inclusion on a panel of consultants for highways and associated civil engineering works.

RESOLVED - 
That the tenders submitted by the following four companies, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be accepted for inclusion on the Council’s panel of engineering services consultants.

· Bullen Consultants Limited

· Scott Wilson

· Halcrow Group Limited

· Pell Frischmann Consultants Limited

The above decision has been made to ensure that adequate resources and appropriate expertise are available to deliver the Council’s capital programmes for highways and associated civil engineering works.

C454
FIXED PLAY – PRIVATE DEVELOPER FUNDING


Consideration has been given to the proposal to include the funding available from private developer contributions, to provide new or improved existing fixed play sites, in the Council’s Capital Programme.

RESOLVED - 
That the addition of the following schemes, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, to the Council’s Capital Programme be approved.



Development and Location




· Northside, Birtley (site to be confirmed)

· Hartington Street Phases 1 and 2 (Swallows Roundabout)

· Durham Road Garage Site (Carr Hill Resovoir

· Derwentwater House (Eslington Park existing play area improvements).

The above decision has been made to enable the schemes to be implemented.

C455
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 3 the report be endorsed:

·  Housing Corporation – Housing Management Accreditation Scheme

· Durham County Council – Durham Local Transport Plan

· Department of Transport – Codes of Practice and Regulations for Roadworks and Streetworks Management (Traffic Management Act)


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C456
PETITIONS



Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the actions taken on them. 

RESOLVED -
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be noted.
C457
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/ SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C458
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C459
REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE (Paragraph 7)


Consideration has been given to the proposal to provide financial assistance to a company relocating to Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That a package of support towards the design and installation of a landscaping scheme and the design and installation of artwork on the Watermark site be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) It will provide significant promotional opportunities for Gateshead.

(B) It will raise the borough’s profile as a business location and visitor destination.

C460
DEVELOPMENT OF JENNINGS ARCHES, REAR OF THE SAGE GATESHEAD, GATESHEAD QUAYS (Paragraphs 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to the proposed development of Jennings Arches, at the rear of The Sage Gateshead, Gateshead Quays.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the development proposals, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to pursue the development proposals and report back to Cabinet once the costs are confirmed.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable the development potential of the arches to be maximised by the Council.

(B) To enable the type of complementary development of the arches the Council wishes to see.

(C) To enable the use of Single Programme allocation to fund the development.

C461
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS – GATESHEAD WARM ZONE ACCOMMODATION (Paragraphs 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to providing free office accommodation for the Gateshead Warm Zone.

RESOLVED - 
That the provision of free office accommodation at Swinburne House be approved for the Gateshead Warm Zone for a period up to 31 March 2007.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To support the Council’s Fuel Poverty Strategy

(B) To enable Gateshead Warm Zone to channel savings from accommodation costs into providing additional measures in assisting the eradication of fuel poverty throughout the borough.

C462
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following property acquisitions be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report

· 47 and 48 Fennel

· 2 Hylton Street

· 11 Medlar

(ii) That the following property disposals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report:

· 135 Meresyde – Mr Coyne

· 34 Mardale Gardens – Mr McLain

· 1 Croftwell Close – Miss Spoors

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 14 April 2005
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