GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

12 APRIL 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C405
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 22 March 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C406
MINOR LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS

Consideration has been given to the proposed streetlighting improvements at various locations throughout the borough.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the streetlighting improvements, at locations detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award these works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the terms of the Highways Drainage and Streelighting Maintenance Contract.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) The proposals will continue to address the backlog of outstanding requests for streetlighting improvements.

(B) The proposals will enhance the safety and security of pedestrian routes and help to reduce crime and the fear of crime.

C407
A695 BLAYDON VIADUCT – RESURFACING OF EASTBOUND CARRIAGEWAY

Consideration has been given to the proposal to re-waterproof the Eastbound Carriageway of the Blaydon Viaduct.

RESOLVED - 
That the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award the works to the Head of Construction Operations (Local Environmental Services) under the terms of the Highways, Drainage and Street Lighting Maintenance Contract.

The above decision has been made to cost effectively maintain the viaduct, which is on the principal road network, in a safe and serviceable condition.

C408
COMMUNITIES FOR HEALTH PROGRAMME

Consideration has been given to the Council’s participation in the ‘Communities for Health programme’ which will require the Council to facilitate high profile activities to promote health and to address health inequalities.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the approach by the Deputy Chief Medical Officer, be noted and that the Council’s participation in the programme be approved.

(ii) That the same criteria, application and allocation process used to allocate HAZ funding be used to allocate and manage the funding and resources available through the Communities for Health programme.

The above decision has been approved for the following reasons:

(A) To receive the additional funding, resources and support available through joining this programme.

(B) So local people benefit from additional activities on improving their health and tackling the health inequalities that exist between different groups of local people and between Gateshead and the rest of England and Wales.

(C) To ensure an open and accountable process for the allocation of this funding.

C409
ADULT LEARNING FUNDING

Consideration has been given to the new contract from the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) for the provision of adult learning.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the new contract offer from the LSC for the provision of further education be approved.

(ii) That a Members’ Seminar be arranged to discuss this issue.

(iii) That further reports be received on this as issues arise.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Council continues to offer excellent lifelong learning opportunities for the adult residents of the Borough. (The Council remains the only local authority in the country to have received a Grade One for ‘outstanding’ provision in community learning by the Adult Learning Inspectorate)

(B) To ensure that the Council is effective in tackling the issues arising from poor literacy and numeracy skills amongst the adult population.

C410
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS POLICIES – SEPTEMBER 2006

Consideration has been given to the Community Schools Admissions Policy (including Sixth Form Admissions Policy), the Community and Controlled Primary and Nursery Admissions Policies and Planned Admission Numbers for September 2006.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The proposed Community and Controlled Primary Admissions Policy (with a closing date for return of applications of 4 November 2005) Nursery Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, for adoption for September 2006.

(ii) The proposed Secondary School Admissions Policy (with a closing date for return of applications of 31 October 2005) Sixth Form Admissions Policy and Planned Admissions Numbers, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, for adoption for September 2006.

(iii) That the approved admission policies for September 2006 be used as the basis for consultation with schools and the Admissions Forum for Admissions Policies from September 2007.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to comply with statutory legislation as it relates to schools admissions policies.

C411
CO-ORDINATED ADMISSIONS SCHEME FOR INFANT, JUNIOR, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS – SEPTEMBER 2006


Consideration has been given to the co-ordinated admissions schemes for Primary and Secondary schools.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the co-ordinated admission arrangements, as detailed in Appendices 2 and 3 to the report, which includes a closing date for the return of secondary school applications by 31 October 2005.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to comply with government regulations relating to school admissions.

C412
TRADING STANDARDS, HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK AND FOOD CONTROL SERVICE PLANS


Consideration has been given to the Council’s draft Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans for 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans 2005/06.

The above decision has been made because they are statutory plans required by the Government Agencies.

C413
GATESHEAD COUNCIL BUILDING CONTROL SCHEME OF CHARGES 


Consideration has been given to the amended Building Regulation Charges Scheme for the statutory Building Regulation Service.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the revised scheme of charges.

The above decision has been made to ensure charges income increases by approximately 3% in accordance with council policy objectives.


BEST VALUE REVIEW – STREET SCENE – FINAL REPORT


Item withdrawn

C414
CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT SHORTLIST APPROVAL


Consideration has been given to the progress made with regard to the procurement of a Customer Relationship Management system which will support the implementation of the Council’s Customer Service Strategy ‘Gateshead@ Your Service’.

RESOLVED - 
That the shortlist of bidder be approved to proceed to the next stage of procurement, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the necessary technologies are procured to support Gateshead@YourService to deliver better access to better quality services to residents, visitors and businesses across the Borough.

C415
SCHOOLS PFI – RESPECTIVE AMALGAMATION OF HARLOW GREEN AND ROWLANDS GILL INFANT AND JUNIOR SCHOOLS – PUBLICATION OF STATUTORY NOTICES


Consideration has been given to the statutory process required for the amalgamation of Harlow Green Infant and Junior Schools and Rowlands Gill Infant and Junior Schools.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the outcome of the formal consultations associated with the amalgamation of Harlow Green Infant and Junior and Rowlands Gill Infant and Junior Schools be noted in the context of the Schools PFI development, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report.

(ii) That the publication of the statutory notices proposing the closure of Harlow Green and Rowlands Gill Infant and Junior Schools and the establishment, in each case, of a new primary school be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the statutory obligations of the Council are adhered to in the context of school amalgamation proposals.

C416
PROPOSED SCHOOL TERM DATES 2006/07


Consideration has been given to the proposed school term and holidays for the academic year commencing September 2006.


RESOLVED - 
That the school term and holiday dates for 2006/2007, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to fulfil its statutory responsibility of formally agreeing school term and holiday dates.

C417
SUPPORTING PEOPLE STRATEGY AND THE LETTINGS POLICY


Consideration has been given to the issues relating to the development of the Supporting People Strategy and the Lettings Policy.

RESOLVED - 
That the views of the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group be sought in relation to the Supporting People Strategy and the Lettings Policy.

C418
ANNUAL REVIEW OF SOCIAL SERVICES PERFORMANCE


Consideration has been given to the action plan developed in response to the key findings of the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) annual review of social services performance.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the annual assessment of social services performance for 2003/04, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be noted.

(ii) That the views of the joint meeting of the Healthier Communities and Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committees on the action plan, as outlined in Appendix 4 to the report, be noted.

(iii) That the action plan, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the report, be approved to address the recommendations for improvement.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that appropriate action is taken following the annual review.

C419
TRANSFER OF SOCIAL CARE CHARGES


Consideration has been given to the transfer of outstanding balances from individual residential and home care charges accounts, where all possible recovery action has been taken and the balances are considered to be irrecoverable.

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of balances on 13 accounts, amounting to £9,964.67 be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C420
FORMER TENANTS TRANSFER OF ACCOUNTS


The report seeks approval for the recommendation of The Gateshead Housing Company to transfer individual amounts from former tenants to debtors’ accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken.

RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of £324,749 former tenants’ arrears into a debtors’ account, as recommended by The Gateshead Housing Company, be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C421
GATESHEAD QUAYS PHASE 2 DEVELOPMENT SITE


Consideration has been given to the draft brief for the redevelopment of the Gateshead Quays phase 2 development site.

RESOLVED - 
That the draft brief, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved for the redevelopment of the Gateshead Quays 2 site and as a basis for marketing the site.


The above decision has been made to achieve the best possible redevelopment of the Gateshead Quays 2 site in a manner that meets the Council’s aspirations for the Gateshead Quays.

C422
GATESHEAD HOME ZONES


Consideration has been given to consultation being undertaken on the Council’s first Home Zone project in an existing residential area in the Gainsborough Crescent are of Carr Hill.

RESOLVED - 
That the commencement of a consultation process with regard to the introduction of a Home Zone  in Gainsborough Crescent and its surrounding streets, as illustrated in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved. 

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To enable the design and implementation of a pilot Home Zone, in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

(B) To contribute towards an emerging Speed Management Plan for the Borough.

C423
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of LEA School Governors to schools where there are vacancies.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of the following Local Education Authority School Governors, to the schools indicated, for a period of four years with effect from the date stated, be approved:

· Furrowfield – Councillor J Turnbull – 12 April 2005

· Glynwood Primary – Councillor J Lee – 12 April 2005

· St Alban’s Primary – Mrs M Harris – 12 April 2005

· St Oswald’s Primary – Councillor J Lee – 12 April 2005

· South Street Primary – Mr D Collingwood – 24 April 2005

· Windy Nook Primary – Mr J Young – 30 April 2005 

C424
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 2 to the report be endorsed:

·  Disability Rights Commission – The Duty to Promote Disability Equality

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Planning for Mixed Communities


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C425
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/ SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C426
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C427
REALISING THE COUNCIL’S VISION FOR FUTURE SCHOOL PROVISION (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the bids received for the next stage of the Gateshead Schools PFI project.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:


(i)
The preferred bidder for the project and that the alternative bidder be placed on reserve.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to confirm the preferred bidder status upon successful completion of the preliminary conditions set out in the Preferred Bidder letter and the bidder’s agreement to the terms for negotiations set by the Council. 

The above decision has been made to ensure the best arrangements are made without delay to the completion of the Gateshead Schools’ PFI project.

C428
MODERNISATION OF LEARNING DISABILITY DAY SERVICES – WORKFORCE STRUCTURE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the proposal to delay the implementation of a revised structure for Learning Disability Services following consultation.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the delay in implementing a revised structure for Learning Disability Day Services be approved.

(ii) That a full stakeholder review be undertaken on day services for people with learning disabilities.

(iii) That a further workplan, which takes the job evaluation programme into account, be supported.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure service modernisation achieves the outcomes required for people with learning disabilities.

(B) To secure the best, affordable staffing structure within the service.

C429
NORTHERN GRID FOR LEARNING – EMPLOYEE PENSIONS (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the proposal to accept a joint share of the pension liability for the employees who have transferred to work for Northern Grid for Learning.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council act as joint guarantors for the Northern Grid for Learning employees who are joining the Tyne and Wear Pension Scheme.


The above decision has been made because the Council derives benefit from Northern Grid for Learning and entering into the guarantee is a fundamental requirement of the pension fund administrators (South Tyneside Council).

C430
LAND SWAP AT HIGHFIELD (Paragraphs 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to the proposal to exchange the site currently occupied by the existing Highfield Primary School for an area of land fronting Whinfield Way.

RESOLVED - 
That the land exchange of the site currently occupied by the existing Highfield Primary School for an area of land fronting Whinfield Way be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To facilitate the development of the new Highfield Primary School and Highfield St Josephs as part of the Schools PFI project.

(B) To ensure the site is available within the requisite time scale to enable this part of the schools PFI project to proceed.

C431
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraphs 3, 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the property acquisition of 1 Myrtle Road be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report

(ii) That the following property disposals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Freehold reversion of 13 and 15 Earlswood Park – Mrs Wood and Mr Laidler

· 203 Sunderland Road – Mrs E Brown-Ojugbana

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 14 April 2005
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