GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

19 OCTOBER 2004

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, L Green, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C134
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 5 October 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C135
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET – NEW PROJECTS

Consideration has been given to the actions of the East Gateshead, Town Centre and Gateshead Strategic Partnerships in approving five new projects. 

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the East Gateshead, Town Centre and Gateshead Strategic Partnerships in approving expenditure on the projects, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made as the projects will contribute to the overall strategies of the East Gateshead, Town Centre and Gateshead Strategic Partnerships and will support the Delivery Plans relating to the schemes.
C136
TENDER – GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM DEVELOPMENT


Consideration has been given to the progress made with regard to the Gateshead International Stadium Development.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to accept a tender for the main Gateshead Council facility (‘Building 1’) and the external works, not exceeding £6,870,000, from the preferred tenderer subject to the tender providing value for money.

(ii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, be authorised to enter into a building contract in an agreed form (containing a mechanism for extension in relation to the Gateshead College facility ('Building 2') in the event of funding approval.) 

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to enter into legal agreements with Gateshead College for the lease of and payment for facilities within the development.

(iv)  That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to enter into legal agreements with English Institute of Sport for the occupation of facilities within the development.

The above decisions have been made to enable the project to proceed on a timetable which will meet the project completion date imposed by the funding bodies.

C137
MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL STRATEGY


RESOLVED - 
That this item be deferred.

C138
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2004/05 – SECOND QUARTER REVIEW

Consideration has been given to the second quarter review of the Capital Programme for 2004/05. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The variations to the 2004/05 capital programme, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, as the revised programme.

(ii) The financing of the revised programme.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To accommodate changes to the Council’s in year capital expenditure plans.

(B) To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s capital resources in 2004/05.

C139
USE OF HOUSING LAND CAPITAL RECEIPTS


Consideration has been given to the use of additional housing revenue account land capital receipts for affordable housing or regeneration purposes.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the use of additional housing revenue account land capital receipts for affordable housing or regeneration purposes in 2004/05 and beyond. 


The above decision has been made to realise the Council’s policies and objectives in relation to maximising resources available within its capital programme.

C140
PROPOSED GATESHEAD COUNCIL PUBLIC BUILDINGS ENERGY AND WATER POLICY STATEMENT


Consideration has been given to an Energy and Water Policy for Council buildings to reduce energy consumption, minimise waste and control the use of water throughout the public buildings.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the Energy and Water Policy for Council buildings.

(iii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet on the development of an action plan to implement the policy.

The above decisions have been made to demonstrate that, as an authority, the Council is acting responsibly and is mindful of the local and global implications of our everyday actions.

C141
IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2004/05


Consideration has been given to the revised Improvement Plan for 2004/05 which has been reviewed to ensure the document is still appropriate in terms of content and timescale.


RESOLVED - 
That the draft Improvement Plan, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council’s priorities for improvement are being directed towards the achievement of the Council’s vision as set out in the document ‘Towards 2010’.

C142
MENTAL HEALTH ACT 1983: SECTION 117 – JOINT OPERATIONAL POLICY


Consideration has been given to the implementation of the ‘Mental Health Act 1983: Section 117 Joint Operational Policy’, which requires Local Authorities and Health Agencies to provide aftercare to certain categories of patients detained under the Mental Health Act 1983.


RESOLVED - 
That the Joint Operational Policy relating to Section 117 of the Mental Health Act 1983, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) It makes agreements with partner agencies explicit.

(B) It ensures all stakeholders in mental health service have a policy that can be followed consistently.

(C) It improves practice within mental health services for service users and carers.

(Councillor C Donovan declared a personal interest in the above matter because she is employed by the Gateshead Primary Care Trust.)

C143
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS CENTRE


Consideration has been given to the proposal to revise the eligibility criteria and policies for the Gateshead International Business Centre which will assist the Council in meeting targets set by the funding bodies. 

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised eligibility criteria for the Gateshead International Business Centre, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the policies relating to the issuing of license agreements to occupiers of the Gateshead International Business Centre, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To facilitate an appropriate response to applications for space at the Gateshead International Business Centre.

(B) To ensure that the Council makes all reasonable efforts to achieve the outputs required by the project’s funding providers.

(C) To provide an environment in which small and young businesses are supported and encouraged to grow and prosper.

C144
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to a scheme and estimate and extension of contracts.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the scheme and estimate for the new ICT suite at Ryton Junior School be approved and the invitation of tenders be authorised.

(ii) That the following contracts be extended for 12 months with effect from 1 January 2005:

· Supply of Bread

· Supply of Ales, Beers and Lagers


(The Leader declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the extension of the contract for the supply of bread because he is a friend of the contractor and withdrew from the meeting whilst the matter was under consideration. Councillor Mearns took the Chair during discussion of the item.)
C145
GATESHEAD REDHEUGH COMMUNITY CLUB (FORMERLY REDHEUGH BOYS CLUB) – LEASE FOR THE USE OF ESLINGTON PARK CHANGING ROOMS AND PITCHES


Consideration has been given to the proposal for a lease to be granted to Gateshead Redheugh Community Club for the use of the changing room building, four football pitches and a floodlit tarmac training area at Eslington Park. The current school site requires improvements and a condition survey is to be undertaken on the existing changing facilities.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be authorised to liaise with Gateshead Redheugh Community Club and to agree the terms for the lease of facilities at Eslington Park, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report.

(ii) That the works identified in the condition survey be considered for inclusion within the annual Policy and Service Planning Cycle.


(Councillor Mearns declared a personal interest in the above matter because he is a patron of Gateshead Redheugh Community Club.)

C146
PETITIONS


Consideration has been given to the update on petitions submitted to the Council and the actions taken on them. 


RESOLVED -
That the petitions received and the action taken on them be noted.

C147
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 11 to the report be endorsed, subject to the inclusion of additional comments made by Councillors in respect of the responses marker (*) below:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) – Proposed Statutory Guidance to The Electoral Commission on Drawing up the Constituencies for a North East Regional Assembly 

· ODPM – Local Government Finance System 

· ODPM – Business Growth Incentives 

· ODPM – Strategic Environment Directives 

· ODPM – Access to Information 

· Home Office – Modernising Policing to Meet Community Needs 

· Office of National Statistics – Continuous Population Survey 

· BT – Provision of Public Payphones throughout the UK 

· Department of the Environment , Food and Rural Affairs – ‘Making space for water: Developing a new Government strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England’

· Department for Education and Skills – Parental Separation – Children’s Needs and Parental Responsibilities 

· Department of Trade and Industry – Extending Competitive Markets 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C148
VARIANCES WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variances between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variances be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C149
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C150
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PATHFINDER – PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the purchase of two properties as part of the NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder initiative.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the purchase of the properties, highlighted in the appendices to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Group Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to agree a lower purchase price in respect of the former Shell Filling Station, Durham Road, Shipcote, if appropriate following the results of the site investigation survey.

The above decisions have been made to contribute towards the NewcastleGateshead Housing market Renewal pathfinder initiative.

C151
SALE OF LAND AT STROTHERS ROAD, HIGH SPEN (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the sale of 0.13 hectares of land at Strothers Road, High Spen.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included retaining the land for disposal at a future date and retaining the land permanently.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the sale of 0.13 hectares of land at Strothers Road, High Spen, on the terms and conditions outlined in the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Head of Property Services, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to agree an appropriate reduction to the purchase price to be received in the event that the cost of abnormal remedial work is in excess of £44,000.

The above decisions have been made to provide accommodation for people with learning disabilities and to realise a capital receipt. 

C152
POLICY FOR HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT FOR CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS (Paragraph 12)


Consideration has been given to the establishment of a time limited ‘ad hoc’ panel consisting of three councillors to review, where requested by parents/carers, applications refused to date under the policy for Home to School Transport for Children with Additional Needs.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That a time limited ‘ad hoc’ panel of three councillors be set up to review, where requested by parents/carers, applications refused to date under the policy.

(ii) That the Leader be authorised to nominate three councillors to be appointed to the Panel.

The above decisions have been made to offer an alternative remedy to the challenge by way of judicial review; and a route whereby even if a challenge by way of judicial review does materialise, the Council’s position will be stronger.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 21 October 2004
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