GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

5 OCTOBER 2004

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M W Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, and Mole 
C114
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 14 September 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C115  LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN

Consideration has been given to the progress made on the Integrated Transport Capital Programme for 2004/05 and to proposed changes to the programme.

RESOLVED - 
That the proposed amendments to the 2004/05 integrated transport capital programme be approved.

The above decision has been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

C116
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to a number of tenders.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the scheme for the temporary car park on Gateshead Quays be approved and the contract be awarded to the Group Director, Local Environmental Services under the terms of the Highway’s Maintenance and Minor Works contract.

(ii) That the tenders submitted by the following companies for the supply of Photography Services be approved as this will ensure flexibility of service and that there is sufficient capacity to service the Council’s requirements:

· Allan Glenwright Photography, Newcastle

· Andrew Heptinstall and Associates Creative Photography, Sunderland

· i2i Photography Ltd, Newcastle

(iii) That the most economically advantageous tender submitted by Border Vending Group Place, Newcastle be approved for the provision of a vending service.

C117
NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PATHFINDER – APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of consultants to undertake neighbourhood planning and a townscape assessment on the Gateshead Pathfinder area as part of the Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder programme.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the most economically advantageous tender submitted by GVA Grimley, in the sum of £99,081, be approved to undertake neighbourhood planning, subject to final agreement of terms and conditions of contract.

(ii) That the appointment of North East Civic Trust, to carry out the associated townscape assessment, be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) GVA Grimley submitted the most economically advantageous tender and based on the award criteria identified in appendix 1 are considered to be the most appropriate consultants to undertake this work.  

(B) Due to the need to co-ordinate the townscape assessment with that proposed as part of neighbourhood planning it is in the Council’s interests to appoint a specialist consultant as soon as practicably possible.  North East Civic Trust have a successful track record in working with the Council and have the necessary specialist and local knowledge to carry out this work.

C118
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PATHFINDER – ENVIRONMENTAL AND SECURITY SCHEMES


Consideration has been given to environmental improvements on residential estates in the Housing Market Renewal (HMR) Pathfinder area to enhance the sustainability of the estates.


RESOLVED - 
That The Gateshead Housing Company develop schemes to enhance the sustainability of estates in the HMR Pathfinder area, in consultation with residents, ward councillors and the Council.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To improve the physical environment and appearance of estates within the HMR Pathfinder area.

(B) To improve the long term sustainability of estates by promoting confidence in the area.

(C) To make full use of the resources available from HMR Pathfinder for the current year.

C119
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN SERVICE – ENFORCEMENT ROLE


Consideration has been given to the proposals to allocate powers to Neighbourhood Wardens and their supervisors to enable them to issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling, littering, fly posting and graffiti.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the authorisation of enforcement powers to individual Neighbourhood Wardens and Supervisors for littering, dog fouling, graffiti and fly posting, using appropriate legislation, be approved.

(ii) That fixed penalty notices be issued to individuals aged 15 years and over.

The above decisions have been made because enforcement powers will complement the existing role of Neighbourhood Wardens, helping them to address issues that residents feel strongly about.

C120
PILOT ALCOHOL BANNING ORDER – GATESHEAD TOWN CENTRE


Consideration has been given to the proposals to pilot an alcohol banning order in Gateshead Town Centre.


Alternative options to those being recommended, but which have been discounted, included not implementing alcohol banning orders, implementing banning orders in alternative pilot areas and implementing a banning order in all public places within the borough.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to approve the use of an Alcohol Banning Order to prohibit the consumption of alcohol in public places within a defined area incorporating Gateshead Town Centre and Quayside.

(ii) That the impact and enforcement implications of the order be evaluated after a six-month period.

(iii) That the boundary of the proposed area be subject to minor amendments following further discussions between the Police and the Council.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) Bridges Ward has the highest level of alcohol related incidents in the borough at more than five times the Gateshead average. 

(B) A single pilot area for the Town Centre will allow the Council and Northumbria Police to evaluate the effectiveness of the Order prior to implementing any further orders. Gateshead Area Commander has indicated that to ensure effective enforcement, only one area should be initially piloted.

(C) Gateshead Quayside has a number of high profile developments and will be staging large public events, which attract large numbers of visitors during 2004 - 05.  An alcohol ban in this area would improve public safety and promote public reassurance at times of heightened alert.

(D) The town centre is a clearly defined area with easily identified boundaries. Enforcement is crucial if public confidence in the effectiveness of orders is to be maintained. 

(E) An alcohol ban in the town centre will complement and enhance community safety measures already in place.

C121
COMPOSITE SERVICE IMPROVEMENT REPORT 2003/04


Consideration has been given to the composite service improvement report for 2003/04.


RESOLVED - 
That the report be approved and areas requiring further action be incorporated into the 2004/05 Improvement Plan.


The above decision has been made to ensure performance supports the delivery and achievement of the Council’s vision in Towards 2010.

C122
BEST VALUE REVIEW OF BIRTLEY – VISION REPORT


Consideration has been given to the vision report for Birtley.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the vision report be approved as a basis for further work by the review team.

(ii) That the comments made by the Corporate Vitality Overview and Scrutiny Committee and an Advisory Group of Birtley and Lamesley Ward Councillors, be noted.

The above decision has been made to ensure that the vision for the borough of ‘Local people realising their full potential, enjoying the best quality of life in a healthy, equal, safe, prosperous and sustainable Gateshead’ is achieved in Birtley.

C123
BEST VALUE REVIEW – COMMUNITY SAFETY - VISION REPORT


Consideration has been given to the vision report developed by the Community Safety Review Team as the basis for further working and investigation.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the vision report be approved as a basis for further work by the Review Team.

(ii) That the comments made by the Sustainable Communities People Overview and Scrutiny Committee and a joint meeting of the Corporate Vitality and Sustainable Communities People Advisory Group, as detailed in Appendices 3 and 4 to the report, be noted.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that local people and partners will see an improvement in service delivery as a result of the review.

(B) To ensure that community safety effectively supports the achievements of the Council’s vision for Gateshead.

C124
GATESHEAD @ YOUR SERVICE – PROCUREMENT OF ICT FOR GATESHEAD COUNCIL’S CUSTOMER SERVICE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to a notice being issued in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) inviting expressions of interest from ICT suppliers for the Council’s Customer Service Strategy, Gateshead @ Your Service.


RESOLVED - 
That a Notice be issued in OJEU inviting expressions of interest from ICT suppliers.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that timescales for the successful implementation of the Customer Service Strategy, Gateshead @ Your service, can be achieved.

(B) And in doing so this will transform the way in which customers access Council services so that:

· Better services are delivered right first time.

· There is higher satisfaction with Council services.

· Employees are more empowered to deal with enquiries quickly and satisfactorily.

C125
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PATHFINDER – FUTURE OF FORMER TEXTILE TRAINING CENTRE, DUNCAN STREET


Consideration has been given to the tender negotiated with Local Environmental Services for the provision of public car parking spaces, open space with tree and shrub planting, footpaths, lighting and perimeter fencing on the former textile training centre, Duncan Street, Felling.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the design for the treatment of the site, excluding the children’s play equipment at the present time, be approved.

(ii) That the tender negotiated with the Group Director, Local Environmental Services, in the sum of £197,961 for the works be approved.

(iii) That the appointment of LES as contractor for the works be approved.

(iv) That the adoption of the car park, lighting and footpaths, following completion of the works, be approved.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) In its present condition the site is detrimental to the amenity of the adjoining residential properties.

(B) To contribute towards the NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder initiative.

(C) To ensure that the area is properly maintained.

C126
PAYMENT OF RENT BY COUNCIL TENANTS – TRANSFER OF FORMER TENANT ACCOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the transfer of individual amounts from former tenant to debtors’ accounts where all possible recovery action has been taken.


RESOLVED - 
That the transfer of £160,999 former tenants’ arrears into debtors’ accounts, as recommended by The Gateshead Housing Company, be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure the effective management of the Council’s resources.

C127
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS AND THE SCHOOL GOVERNANCE (CONSTITUTION) (ENGLAND) REGULATIONS 2003


Consideration has been given to the School Governance (Constitution) (England) Regulations 2003, which outline a new framework for the constitution of school governing bodies and to the appointment of Local Education Authority School Governors where there is a vacancy.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the changes in the level of LEA governor representation on each school governing body, as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the appointment of Local Education Authority School Governors to the schools where there is a vacancy for a period of four years with effect from 5 October 2004, as detailed in Appendix 3 (as amended) to the report, be approved.

The above decisions have been made to ensure appointments are made in accordance with the revised regulations.

C128
VARIANCES WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variances between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variances be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C129
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 12 to the report be endorsed:

· Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)– Culture at the Heart of Regeneration 

· DCMS – Party Political Broadcasting 

· DCMS – Big Lottery Fund 

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM) – PFI Grant Reform 

· ODPM – Three Year Review of Rent Restructuring 

· ODPM – Licensing in the Private Rented Sector – Selective Licensing 

· ODPM – Accounting for Leasehold Monies, Tenants Rights and Obligations 

· Government Office North East – Community Policy in the North East      

· Department of Trade and Industry – EC Research 48 Hour Opt Out Agreement within the Working Time Regulations
· Department of Trade and Industry – Graduated Fixed Penalties for Speeding Offences 

· Department of the Environment , Food and Rural Affairs – Household Waste Recycling Act 

· The Office for Public Information/CIPFA – The Good Governance Standard for Public Services 
The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C130
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C131
HOUSING MARKET RENEWAL PATHFINDER – PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to the purchase of three properties as part of the NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder initiative.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the purchase of the properties, highlighted in the appendices to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, be authorised to agree, if appropriate, a lower purchase price in respect of the former Felling Filling Station following the results of the site investigation survey.


The above decisions have been made to contribute towards the NewcastleGateshead Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder initiative.

C132
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 9)


Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the following property acquisitions be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 1 to the report:

· 22 and 24 Allhusen Terrace

· 27 Emily Street

(ii) That the following property disposals be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Freehold reversion in 66 Parkgate Lane – Mr and Mrs Monkley

· 60 Portland Street, Pelaw – Mr N Smith

· Land at Cemetery Road, Deckham – Trustees of the Hospital of King James



(iii)
That the new letting of Unit 6 Baltic Road, Industrial Estate, Felling to H & H Direct Ltd be approved on the terms and conditions detailed in Schedule 3 to the report.
C133
UNDERTAKING REGARDING THE TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT (Paragraph 9)

Consideration has been given to the request from the English Cities Fund (ECf) for the Council to give an undertaking for the purchase of properties in the town centre.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate services be authorised to give an undertaking to ECf  to underwrite the purchase of Jet Amusements and, subject to the agreement of the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, to underwrite the purchase of 274 and 276/278 High Street, should it be necessary.

(ii) That a further report be submitted on the progress of land acquisition in the Town Centre and the Development Agreement negotiations.

The above decisions have been made to further the redevelopment of the town centre.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 6 October 2004
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