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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

7 April 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Housing Strategy for Older People - Update on Phase 1

	Report of:
	Director of Housing Management

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To advise the Area Board on the progress to date with rehousing residents in Phase 1 of the Older Persons Strategy.

Background

2. A report was presented to the West and Central Area Board on 9 December 2004 on the implementation of Gateshead Council’s strategy for Older People. 

3. The strategy aims over a ten-year period to provide homes for older persons that meet their needs and aspirations. This will involve the reprovision of up to 1000 one- bedroom bungalows and sheltered flats with new two bedroom bungalows.

4. With support from the Council a number of housing associations were successful with bids to the Housing Corporation for Approved Development Programme funding (ADP) in March 2004. This included a number of bungalow developments.

5. Phase 1 of the strategy includes the re-housing of residents from the schemes listed below and the demolition of the properties. They are as follows

· Swanway, Sheriff Hill- 13, 1 bed bungalows

· Hallgarth Road, Blaydon-20, 1 bed bungalows

6. Detailed discussions took place with the residents in the schemes comprising phase 1 during July to September 2004.

7. All residents in the schemes have now been visited to establish their preferred areas to be re-housed in. 

8. Due to the size and location of the site at Swanway, it is not suitable for the development of new bungalows. Following demolition the cleared area will be grassed over and maintained pending any future examination of options for the site.

9. The size and location of the site at Hallgarth once cleared would lend itself to future reprovision with two bedroom bungalows for rent from a housing association.

Progress to date

10. The Appendix provides details of the progress to date on the re-housing of residents in Swanway and Hallgarth.

11. As properties become vacant an assessment is made as to whether or not to secure the property. The Estate Officer and the Handyperson carry out regular inspections of the estate to maintain both the environment and to check on the empty properties as well as keeping in touch with the remaining residents.

Recommendations

12.
The Area Board is recommended to 

· note the report

· receive further progress reports on a quarterly basis.

Contact:  Martin Poulter, Area Housing Manager


Tel No: (0191) 433 5374

Appendix

	Name of Scheme
	Total number in scheme
	Number re-housed to date.
	Accepted offer waiting to move
	Awaiting offer.

	Swanway
	13
	7
	5
	1

	Hallgarth
	20
	4
	3
	13



	Totals
	33
	11
	8
	14


