GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

8 MARCH 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C342
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 22 February 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C343
REVIEW OF RESIDENTIAL ACCOMMODATION FOR OLDER PEOPLE


Consideration has been given to the further proposals for the modernisation and reprovision of care services for older people throughout the Borough.


RESOLVED - 
That the following be approved, subject to consultation:

(i) Resources from existing homes be reprovided to open two further extra care units at Marigold Court and Callender Court and Westwood, Hartswood and Greenbourne homes be closed.

(ii) Intermediate care beds be redistributed across the newly refurbished – Eastwood, Tynedale and Southernwood homes, through the closure of Ravenswood.


The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To complete the present modernisation programme for services for older people.

(B) To offer a range of services in strategic locations across the borough appropriate to a range of needs.

C344
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Consideration has been given to the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on whether or not to approve new applications for grant support.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the advice of the Grants and Awards Advisory Group on the new applications for grant support, as set out in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.

(ii)
That the eligibility criteria for Grants and Awards be strictly applied to new applications for grant-aid.

(iii) That discussions take place with all groups who have applied for grant-aid in 2005/06 regarding the implications of strictly applying the eligibility criteria for funding in future years. As part of these discussions groups will be:

· informed that it is not possible to sustain existing levels of support in future years.

· given an indication of the reduced levels of funding that will be available and how this could best be targeted at key activities.

· provided with advice on other potential sources if funding that may be suitable.

(iv) That discussions take place with key organisations such as GVOC, Citizens Advice Bureau and the Law Centre to look at ways that the Council’s grant-aid can be targeted at specific outcomes to be agreed with these organisations. These discussions will include the potential to develop Service Level Agreements as appropriate.

(v) That further discussions take place with ‘umbrella’ organisations to look at alternative ways of allocating grant-aid to their affiliated groups.


The above decision has been made because the grant support proposed to be given to the groups and organisations will bring benefits to the residents of the Borough.


(Councillor Napier declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter as he is a member of the Gateshead Law Centre Management Committee, and withdrew from the meeting.)

C345
GATESHEAD INTERNATIONAL STADIUM DEVELOPMENT


Consideration has been given to the progress made in relation the Gateshead International Stadium Development.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the placing of an order, in the sum of £2,115,080 for the Gateshead College Building, with AMEC Group Ltd, as contained within the mechanism of their approved building contract in the sum of £8,909,673 be noted.

(ii) That the proposed scheme and estimated cost of £1,153,000 for the pitches and £300,000 for the fitness suite be approved.

(iii) That the invitation of competitive tenders, in accordance with Contract Procedure Rules in 5.1 (vi) of the Council’s Constitution be authorised.

The above decisions have been made to enable the project to proceed on a timetable which will meet the project completion date imposed by the funding bodies.

C346
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to a number of tenders.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the lowest tender submitted by Tarmac Northern Limited, in the sum of £2,202,598.46, for the Annual Surfacing and Cold Planing Contract 2005/06 be accepted.


(ii)
That the lowest price tenders be accepted from the select list of contractors for various packages of work that are part of the annual contract for site investigations and the Head of Highways and Construction be authorised to award works to the next lowest tenderers in the event of the lowest tenderer not being able to carry out work within the required timescale.

C347
REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S CONSTITUTION


Consideration has been given to the proposed amendments to the Constitution following a review.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The proposed changes to the Council’s Constitution, as detailed in the Appendices to the report.

(ii) That, except where otherwise stated, the changes come into force from the Annual Meeting of the Council.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the Constitution remains fit for purpose and that its aims and principles are given effect.

C348
DEVELOPMENT OF PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS


Consideration has been given to the partnership arrangements for the Environment, Transport  and joint Health and Social Care themed partnerships, of the Gateshead Strategic Partnership.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for the revised arrangements for the Environment and Transport Partnerships be endorsed and the arrangements for the Health and Social Care Partnership be noted, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

(ii) That the Environment Portfolio Holder and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be appointed to sit on the new Environment Partnership.

(iii) That the Transport Portfolio Holder and the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, be appointed to sit on the new Transport Partnership

The above decisions have been made to assist in fulfilling the Council’s vision in Toward 2010 and the Community Strategy for the Environment, Health, Social care and Transport.

C349
HOUSING INSPECTION ACTION PLAN


Consideration has been given to the Action Plan developed by The Gateshead Housing Company,  in consultation with the Council, to respond to the recommendations made by the Audit Commission Housing Inspectorate.

RESOLVED - 
That the Housing Inspection Action Plan be referred to the Sustainable Communities Place Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure that the Action Plan addresses the recommendations made in the Inspection Report.

(B) To ensure that the actions proposed will deliver the required improvements.

C350
DRUGS ACTION TEAM ADULT TREATMENT PLAN 2005/06


Consideration has been given to the draft Adult Treatment Plan 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
That the Gateshead Adult Drug Treatment Plan 2005/06 be endorsed prior to its final submission to the National Treatment Agency on 21 March 2005.

The above decision has been made because it is a Government requirement that the Drug Action Team produces an annual adult drug treatment plan.

C351
GATESHEAD COUNCIL SOCIAL CARE RESEARCH GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK


Consideration has been given to the proposed Research Governance Framework for social care which is a requirement of the Department of Health and is intended to protect research participants.

RESOLVED - 
That the Research Governance Framework, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) The Department of Health requires Councils with Social Services responsibilities to establish a Research Governance Framework for Social Care.

(B) It ensures that during research projects Gateshead Council fulfils its duty of care to service users and their carers.

(C) It requires that sound ethical and methodological principles are followed so that the research results are of a high standard.

C352
EXTERNAL FUNDING – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT


Consideration has been given to the use of external funding to extend existing activity and develop new projects.

RESOLVED - 
That the projects outlined in Appendix 2 to the report be approved, subject to formal approval being given by the funding bodies.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) These projects will enhance the delivery of economic development services to local people and raise awareness in the borough.

(B) The initiatives will help local people develop the skills needed for employment.

(C) The projects will support job creation activities in businesses throughout the borough.

C353
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2006-2011


Consideration has been given to the main issues relating to the development of the Tyne and Wear Local Transport Plan (LTP) for the period 2006-2011.

RESOLVED - 
That the issues outlined in paragraphs 5-14 of Appendix 1 to the report, regarding the development of the next LTP be referred to the Sustainable Communities Place Advisory Group for consideration.


The above decision has been made to provide input into the preparation of the next LTP for Tyne and Wear.

C354
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE – GRANTS FOR SICK AND DISABLED PEOPLE – REMOVING BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT


Consideration has been given to proposed changes to the Council’s Financial Assistance Eligibility Criteria to include self employment, so as to assist sick and disabled people return to work.


RESOLVED - 
That the changes in eligibility criteria for financial assistance to assist sick and disabled people to return to work, as outlined in paragraphs 5 and 6 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) The funding will allow additional Job Linkage activity to be undertaken at no cost to the Council.

(B) This approach supports the development of job linkage activity across the borough, particularly in rural locations, where it has been difficult to find funding for this type of activity.

(C) The changes in eligibility criteria will enable the Economic Development service to provide extra support to residents who are sick and disabled, thus helping the Council to achieve the Public Service Agreement targets agreed with the Department of Works and Pensions.

C355
DRAFT TRADING STANDARDS, HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK AND FOOD CONTROL SERVICE PLANS 2005/06


Consideration has been given to the draft Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans for 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the views of the Healthier Communities Advisory Group be sought on the draft Trading Standards, Health and Safety at Work and Food Control Service Plans 2005/06 with respect to performance during 2004/05 and the action plan for 2005/06.

(ii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet on the draft plans outlining the views of the Healthier Communities Advisory Group.

The above decisions have been made to obtain advice from the Healthier Communities Advisory Group prior to considering statutory service plans which are required by Government Agencies.

C356
TRAFFIC  MANAGEMENT ACT 2004 – APPOINTMENT OF TRAFFIC MANAGER


Consideration has been given to the requirement of the Traffic Management Act 2004 to appoint a Traffic Manager.

RESOLVED -
(i)
That the implications of the Traffic Management Act 2004 be noted and the short term designation of the Group Director, Development and Enterprise, as the Traffic Manager be endorsed.

(ii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet when the full financial and resource implications of the Act become clearer.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To adopt a considered and reasoned approach to the emerging requirements of the Act.

(B) To ensure that far reaching decisions regarding restructuring and staff resources are not confirmed until financial implications and ramifications are properly understood.

C357
GATESHEAD QUAYS INTERIM BUS SERVICE


Consideration has been given to the continuation of the interim bus service to serve The Sage Gateshead and Gateshead Quays.


The alternative options to those being recommended, but which have been discounted, included, discontinuing the service pending the introduction of Quayside Transit and reducing the service at certain times of the day.

RESOLVED - 
That the continued provision of an interim bus service to serve The Sage Gateshead and Gateshead Quays at a cost of up to £55,000 be approved.


The above decision has been made to ensure that adequate public transport provision is provided to The Sage Gateshead and the Gateshead Quays prior to the implementation of the Quayside Transit Scheme.

C358
FORMATION OF THE NORTH EAST COMMUNITY FORESTS LIMITED


Consideration has been given to the formation of the new North East Community Forests Ltd which incorporates the two North East community forests, the Great North Forest and the Tees Forest.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the incorporation of the new Strategic Partner for the Great North Forest Partnership: North East Community Forests Ltd be supported and that the Council become a member of the Company.

(ii) That Councillor M McNestry, in his capacity as Environment Portfolio Holder, be appointed to serve as a Director on the Board of the Company.

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to influence the future operation of community forestry in the region and maximise future opportunities in the Great North Forest.

C359
LOCAL AUTHORITY MORTGAGE RATES FOR MORTGAGES GRANTED UNDER THE HOUSING ACT 1985


Consideration has been given to the statutory declaration of the local authority mortgage interest rate.


RESOLVED - 
That the six monthly statutory declaration of interest to be charged (8.36%)be approved.

C360
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of LEA School Governors to schools where there are vacancies.

RESOLVED - 
That the appointment of the following Local Education Authority School Governors, to the schools indicated, for a period of four years with effect from 8 March 2005, be approved:

· Barley Mow Primary – Councillor K King

· Bill Quay Primary – Councillor I Patterson

· Dunston Hill Primary – Councillor M Clelland

· Emmaville Primary – Councillor N Rippeth

· Eslington Special School – Mrs M Duddin

· Larkspur Primary – Councillor B Richmond

· Lobley Hill Primary – Rev R K Hopper

· Portobello Primary – Councillor N Weatherley

· Portobello Primary – Councillor K King

· Rowlands Gill Infant – Mr O’Hara

· Wardley Primary School – Councillor P Mole

C361
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 6 to the report be endorsed:

·  Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – Water Company Drought Regulations

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM)- Draft Planning Policy Statement10 – Planning for Sustainable Waste Management

· Choice for Parents, the Best Start for Children: A Ten Year Strategy for Childcare

· Tyne and Wear Fire and Civil Defence Authority – Integrated Risk Management Action Plan for 2005/06

· Regional Housing Board – Draft Regional Housing Strategy

· ODPM – Three Year Revenue and Capital Settlements


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C362
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C363
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C364
MODERNISATION HOMELESSNESS WARDEN SERVICE – WORKFORCE STRUCTURE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to a revised establishment structure for Housing Services Homelessness Wardens.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included retaining the current structure, outsourcing temporary accommodation and continuing to use bed and breakfast accommodation.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the revised establishment of the Homelessness Warden service, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the report.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To provide a modern workforce and services which meet homeless households needs.

(B) To position the Council to offer high quality temporary accommodation for homeless households.

(C) To ensure that the Council meets statutory targets in relation to the use of bed and breakfast accommodation.

C365
DEVELOPMENT OF DOMICILIARY CARE SERVICES (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the transfer of low level service contracts as part of the development of domiciliary care services.


The alternative options to that being recommended, but which have been discounted, included doing nothing and reassessing the needs of all current service users.

RESOLVED - 
That the following be approved subject to consultation with Gateshead NHS Foundation Trust, Trade Unions and affected employees of the Trust:

· The low level service contracts currently run by Gateshead NHS Foundation Trust return to the Council as part of the development of domiciliary care services.

· The employees currently employed by Gateshead NHS Foundation Trust involved, be subject to a TUPE transfer of terms and conditions to the Council.

The above decisions have been made to further streamline service delivery with the aim being for a service user to have all their assessed domiciliary care services from one provider.

(Councillor M Graham declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the above matter as he is a member of Gateshead NHS Trust Board, and withdrew from the meeting.)

C366
SALE OF LAND AT REAR OF MOUNT ROAD, BIRTLEY (Paragraphs 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to the sale of 0.48 hectares of land at the rear of Mount Road, Birtley


RESOLVED - 
That the sale of 0.48 hectares of land at the rear of Mount Road, Birtley be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in the report.


The above decision has been made to provide accommodation for older people and those with special needs.

C367
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3, 7 and 9)

Consideration has been given to a number of property transactions.
RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the new letting of Unit 3 Stadium Industrial Park to 1st Call Wrought Iron be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report.

(ii) That the following lease renewals be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 2 to the report:

· Unit 17 Interchange Centre, Gateshead – Messrs Burbridge and O’Flaherty

· Unit 8 Stadium Industrial Park


(iii)
That the lease surrender of Local Environmental Services Depot, Whickham Bank, Whickham be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 3 to the report.

C368
CREATION OF TEMPORARY POST OF HEAD OF ADULT CARE (Paragraph 1)


Consideration has been given to the creation of a temporary post of Head of Adult Care to lead on Adult Social Services and other arrangements pending the appointment of Director, Community Based Services.

RESOLVED - 
That a temporary post of Head of Adult Care be created, to lead on the delivery of adult care and to enable proposals identified in the report to be implemented.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 10 March 2005
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