NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY                                              23 February 2005

___________________________________________________________________________

THE REGULATION OF THE SALE AND CONSUMPTION OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR AND GOVERNMENT CONSULTATION, "DRINKING RESPONSIBLY"

Joint Report of the Chief Constable and Clerk

___________________________________________________________________________

1
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to provide information to Northumbria Police Authority on the approach to licensing issues to be taken by Northumbria Police, and to invite the Authority to join with the Force in a response to the consultation paper, "Drinking Responsibly", issued by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the Home Office, and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

2
BACKGROUND


There has been increasing debate over the last few months about drinking (especially "binge" drinking and its relationship to violence and anti-social behaviour) and about licensing control, particularly as the Licensing Act 2003 comes into force this year.


The Chief Constable recently prepared a document to guide future force policy as part of the ACPO consultation on these subjects (attached at Appendix 'A').  The document was submitted to ACPO to guide the national response away from reactive policy and into more constructive lines.


The ACPO response (to an initiative from the Home Secretary) is attached at Appendix 'B', and members will see that many points made by the Chief Constable are echoed constructively in the paper.


The joint consultation paper, attached at Appendix 'C', is asking for views before 28 February 2005 (about three weeks from its issue) and Northumbria Police Authority is therefore asked to approve the principles of existing Northumbria Police thinking in preparing a joint response to the consultation.

3
PROPOSAL


It is proposed that the Chief Constable and the Clerk take comments from members and formulate a response to the consultation paper and, specifically, its 17 questions, before the closing date above.  The Authority and the Force should be free to add more constructive and wide-ranging comment, also.  


Members should submit their views to the Clerk by 25 February 2005.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

Nil.

5
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS


The proper enjoyment of a social life for members of the public may be said to promote the right to life, the right to respect for private and family life and the peaceful enjoyment of property by virtue of maintaining good order in licensed premises and public places.

6
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Treasurer confirms that there are no financial implications directly arising from the contents of this report.

7
RECOMMENDATIONS


It is recommended that:


i)
Members submit their views to the Clerk by 25 February 2005;


ii)
Members' collated views on the 17 questions asked by the inter-departmental Government consultation paper, "Drinking Responsibly", together with the Chief Constable's views, be prepared by the Chief Constable and the Clerk as a formal response to the consultation by 28 February 2005;


ii)
The Authority receive further reports on this subject as the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 come into force.

