NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY                            
23 February 2005   

___________________________________________________________________________                                                           

AIR SUPPORT - CAPITAL FUNDING 2005/2006

Joint Report of the Chief Constable, Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Solicitor and Treasurer 

___________________________________________________________________________

1.0
PURPOSE OF THE REPORT
1.1
The purpose of the report is to inform members of a successful bid to the Home Office for capital funding for air support projects in 2005/2006.

2.0
BACKGROUND
2.1
At the Police Authority meeting held on 22 September 2004, members endorsed a bid to the Home Office, on behalf of the North East Air Support Unit (NEASU), for funding of £150,000 in 2005/2006, and agreed to receive a further report once the result of the bid was known (minute 87 - 2004/05).

2.2
The bid was for funding towards the acquisition of helicopter night vision imaging equipment and installation. The bid also included the purchase of a trailer fuel tanker and helicopter ground handling device at Durham Tees Valley Airport for the new helicopter operation which will commence in April 2005.  The total cost of the project was estimated to be £300,000.

3.0
OUTCOME OF THE BID
3.1
The Home Office has made available to the NEASU £168,000 in capital grant. This equates to 56% of the total cost of the project and represents an increase of £18,000 in the level of funding that was anticipated and outlined in the September 2004 report to the Authority as shown below. 


Estimated Funding

(£k)
Actual Funding

(£k)

Capital Grant
150
168

Balance to be Funded
150
132

Total
300
300


The total cost is based upon the best estimate as at September 2004, and may be subject to change.

4
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS
4.1
Nil.

5.0
HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS
5.1
Nil.

6.0
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Treasurer confirms that provision is included in the 2005/06 Capital Programme for Northumbria Police Authority’s contribution.

7.0
RECOMMENDATION
7.1
Members are asked to note the contents of the report.

