NORTHUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY – 23 FEBRUARY 2005

REGIONAL CRIME SQUAD (NORTH EAST) COMMITTEE

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY CLERK AND SOLICITOR AND TREASURER

1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1 To consider the proposed arrangements for the winding up of the Regional Crime Squad  (North East) Committee (RCS (NE)) and the allocation of the residual funds.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 On 10 March 1998, the Authority, as one of the ten constituent authorities, agreed the arrangements for dealing with residual Regional Crime Squad business after 1 April 1998 when Regional Crime Squads were disbanded and the new National Crime Squad was formally established (minute 324 – 1997/98).

3. PROPOSAL TO WIND UP THE RESIDUAL ARRANGEMENTS

3.1 North Yorkshire Police Authority, as lead Authority for the RCS (NE), recommends the winding up of the Committee should take place as soon as possible.

3.2 The Committee is responsible for dealing with residual funds to meet liabilities for claims stemming from the operation of the Regional Crime Squad (North East).

3.3 The limitation period for most claims is six years and this time is almost over. The last actions of the RCS (NE) took place on 1 April 1998. It is unlikely that a claim will now arise, but if it did the Committee could be reconstituted to deal with the issue.

3.4 North Yorkshire Police Authority is seeking the views of those Authorities who remain signatories to the collaboration agreement on their proposals.

4. EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IMPLICATIONS

4.1 There are no equal opportunities implications directly arising from the report.

5. HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS

5.1 There are no human rights implications directly arising from the report.

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Authority will receive approximately £50,000, as part of the allocation of the residual fund to the ten constituent authorities, based on the level of contributions made.

7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The Authority is requested to

(i) Agree to North Yorkshire Police Authority’s recommendation that the RCS (NE) Committee be wound up.


(ii)
Confirm that the Authority does not see any need to convene a meeting of the RCS (NE) Committee to effect such a winding up and North Yorkshire Police Authority, as lead Authority, undertake the necessary arrangements.

