GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

8 FEBRUARY 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C301
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 25 January 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C302
REVIEW OF MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES


Consideration has been given to the recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel in relation to members’ allowances in Gateshead Council.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approved the following:

(i) The report and recommendations of the Independent Remuneration Panel.

(ii) That any amendments to the Council’s scheme for member’s allowances, resulting from the recommendations, come into effect on 1 April 2005.

(All members of the Cabinet present declared a personal interest in this matter because they are recipients of the members’ allowance.)

C303
SUMMARY PERFORMANCE PLAN 2005/06


Consideration has been given to the draft format and contents of the summary Performance Plan 2005/06, which will be circulated with Council Tax and non-domestic rates bills during March 2005.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposals for the design and distribution of the summary Best Value Performance Plan, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Chief Executive, in consultation with the Leader of the Council, be given delegated powers to finalise the design and content of the summary plan.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that the document is produced with the most up to date performance information and to meet the distribution deadline of 31 March 2005.

C304
NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL FUND


Consideration has been given to the allocation of Neighbourhood Renewal Funding (NRF) to a number of projects and also to the proposed arrangements for allocating the NRF in 2005/06.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the allocation of NRF funding to a number of projects, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be endorsed.

(ii) That the proposed arrangements for allocating the outstanding resources for 2005/06 be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure that NRF resources in Gateshead deliver effective neighbourhood renewal and are administered effectively.

C305
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION AND INVOLVEMENT


Consideration has been given to three areas of involvement work, namely the revised corporate Community Consultation and Involvement Strategy ‘Ask, Listen…Act’, the Involvement Strategy for Social Care Services and the Joint Principles for the Patient, Carer and Public Involvement Framework.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the revised corporate Community Consultation and Involvement Strategy ‘Ask, Listen…Act’, as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the Involvement Strategy for Social Care Services, as outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, be approved.

(iii) That the joint principles for co-ordinated partnership working in respect of Patient, Carer and Public Involvement, as detailed in Appendix 5 to the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made to ensure a more consistent approach to effective involvement for the community and all service users across the Council and with Health partners.

C306
JUSTICE REINVESTMENT – A NEW IDEA, A NEW PROJECT


Consideration has been given to the Council’s participation in a project being undertaken by the International Centre for Prison Studies, Kings College London, which aims to address the social problems associated with crime and disorder.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council’s involvement in the Justice Reinvestment: A New Idea, A New Project initiative be approved.


The above decision has been made to improve the intelligence available about the use of resources in relation to offenders in Gateshead.

C307
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL EDUCATION AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS


Consideration has been given to the appointment of Local Education Authority School Governors to the schools where there is a vacancy.


The alternative option to that being recommended, but which was discounted, was to make no appointment to the vacancies.


RESOLVED - 
That the following appointments be made to the schools where there is a vacancy, for a period of four years, with effect from 8 February 2005:

· High Spen Primary School – Councillor J Simpson

· Blaydon West Primary School – Councillor K Ferdinand

· Harlow Green Junior School – Councillor M Goldsworthy

· Oakfield Junior School – Councillor M Goldsworthy

· Bede Primary School – Councillor K Childs

· Lingey House Primary School – Mrs C Najafi

C308
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.


RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 8 to the report be endorsed:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (ODPM)– Best Value Performance Indicators 2005/06 

· IdEA – Taking Stock: The Beacon Council Scheme 

· Neighbourhood Renewal Unit – Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 

· ODPM – Council Tax – Review of Regulations on Discounts for Second Homes 

· Commission for Social Care Inspection – ‘Inspecting for Better Lives’ 

· ODPM – Revision of General Housing Consents 

· Department for Education and Skills – Information Sharing Data Bases 

· ODPM – Better Service Delivery for Disadvantaged People who move frequently 

The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C309
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.
C310
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.

C311
BRIDGING NEWCASTLEGATESHEAD  - PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS (Paragraph 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to the acquisition of Teams Family Practice doctors surgery as part of the Gateshead housing market renewal programme.


RESOLVED - 
That the purchase of the property detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made to contribute towards the Bridging NewcastleGateshead housing market renewal initiative.

C312
SALE OF CALLENDAR COURT, BEACON LOUGH EAST (Paragraph 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to the grant of a 125 year lease of 0.466 hectares of land including Callendar Court, Beacon Lough East.


The alternative options to that recommended in the report, but which have been discounted, included retaining the land for disposal at a future date, retaining the property permanently, demolishing the block and selling the site and selling the vacant block on the open market.


RESOLVED - 
That the 125 year lease for 0.466 hectares of land, including Callendar Court, be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in the report.


The above decision has been made in order to provide extra-care rented housing for older people.

C313
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS (Paragraph 3, 7 and 9)


Consideration has been given to a number of new lettings.


RESOLVED - 
That the following new lettings be approved on the terms and conditions outlined in Schedule 1 to the report:

· Part of Station Lane Local Environmental Services Depot, Birtley, Gateshead – AWG Facilities (contractor for The Gateshead Housing Company)

· Unit A1 Stonehills Complex – MPH Accessible Media Ltd

· Unit A4 Stonehills Complex – NE3 Productions

C314
OUTDOOR TRUST


Consideration has been given to the proposal to grant a short term bridging loan to the Outdoor Trust.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the request from the Outdoor Trust for a bridging loan be approved.

(iii) That the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT and the Strategic Director, Legal and Corporate Services be authorised to make the necessary arrangements for the advancing and repayment of the required funds.

The above decisions have been made to allow the Outdoor Trust to meet its short term liabilities prior to an overdraft facility being in place.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 9 February 2005
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