GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

22 FEBRUARY 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mearns, Mole and Napier 
C330
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 15 February 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C331
GATESHEAD LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT


Consideration has been given to delegating authority to the Chief Executive in 
consultation with the Leader of the Council to endorse the Council’s contribution to 
the Local Area Agreement.


RESOLVED - 
That the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader of the 



Council be authorised to endorse the Council’s contribution to 



the Local Area Agreement.

C332
TENDERS

Consideration has been given to the tender for the provision of banking services on behalf of Gateshead Council, Northumbria Police Authority, The Gateshead Housing Company and other Charitable Funds.

RESOLVED - 
That the tender submitted by The Co-operative Bank plc, for the provision of banking services be approved for a period of three years with the option to extend the contract for an additional three months.

The above decision has been made because the Co-operative Bank plc is the current contract provider and has provided a satisfactory service in the past.

C333
POLICY AND SERVICE PLANNING CYCLE 2005/06 – COUNCIL TAX LEVEL 2005/06

Consideration has been given to the final stage of the Policy and Service Planning Cycle in determining the budget and council tax level for 2005/06.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the report, submitted to the Special Council Meeting on 24 February 2005, recommending the Council’s budget and council tax level for 2005/06 as detailed in the report.


The above decisions have been made to assist the process of finalising the Council’s budget and council tax level for 2005/06.
C334
REVIEW OF FEES AND CHARGES 2005/06

Consideration has been given to the review of fees and charges for 2005/06, which forms an integral part of the annual Policy and Service Planning Cycle and budget process.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to:


(i)
Approve the detailed fees and charges as outlined in Appendix 2 to the report.

(ii) Authorise the Strategic Director, Finance and ICT, to amend charges if necessitated by changes in VAT.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that fees and charges are set at the correct level.
C335
SERVICE CHARGES


Consideration has been given to the outcome of consultation undertaken on the further unpooling of service charges.


RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the original proposals for the unpooling of service charges, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, for implementation from 1 April 2005.

The above decision has been made to ensure that there is adequate lead in time for the introduction of services prior to rent restructuring being fully implemented.

C336
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS FUNDING REVIEW


Consideration has been given to the recommendations resulting from the review of Special Educational Needs Funding.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the delegation of centrally held special educational needs funding to all secondary schools, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report, be approved.

(ii) That the reduced number of planned places in the mainstream support bases at Thomas Hepburn and Hookergate schools be approved and the funding for these places be re-distributed across all secondary schools, as outlined in Appendix 1 to the report.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To support the Council’s policy priorities for children and young people and the SEN Inclusion Strategy.

(B) To maximise the use of existing Council resources.

C337
HOUSING AND COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT – TREATMENT OF WAR PENSION INCOME


Consideration has been given to the proposal to extend the local scheme for people in receipt of war pensions and claiming housing and/or council tax benefit up to a full disregard from 1 April 2005.

RESOLVED - 
That the introduction of a revised local scheme that will disregard the full amount of a War Disablement or War Widows Pension after the disregard of the statutory £10 contained within the national benefits scheme, from 1 April 2005 be approved.


The above decision has been made to maximise the income of people in Gateshead in receipt of War Disablement or War Widows Pension.

C338
NEW WASTE MANAGEMENT CONTRACT


Consideration has been given to the Best Practical Environmental Option (BPEO) report for the management of municipal waste which is part of the process of developing a new waste management contract for Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the BPEO report and the view that a local Energy from Waste Plant or other scenarios of on site burning Refuse Derived Fuel should not be investigated further, for the reasons outlined in Appendix 8 to the report, be endorsed.

(ii) That wider public involvement in this process be undertaken through Viewpoint.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) This will allow the development of a new waste management contract that aims to achieve statutory recycling and landfill diversion targets and that will provide for more sustainable waste management practices.

(B) It supports the Council policy for the environmental in Towards 2010.

C339
‘EVERY CHILD MATTERS’ – CONSULTATION RESPONSES

Consideration has been given to the responses to three of the consultation documents released by the Government in relation to the Children Act and associated developments.

RESOLVED - 
That the consultation responses outlined in the appendices to the report be approved.

The above decision has been made to respond to national consultation relating to recent legislation.

C340
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION

Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 and 2 to the report be endorsed:

· Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Civic Contingency Act 2004

· Department for Culture, media and Sport – Drinking Responsibly 


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.

C341
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN/SUPPLEMENTARY SCHEDULE


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.

RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 24 February 2005
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