GATESHEAD METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL

CABINET MEETING

18 JANUARY 2005

PRESENT: 
Councillor Henry (Chair)
Councillors: Bollands, C Donovan, M Graham, L Green, McElroy, McNestry, Mole and Napier 
C270
MINUTES

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on 11 January 2005 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.


C271
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Consideration has been given to the Local Transport Plan Integrated Transport Capital programme and the 2005/06 LTP Settlement.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the proposed amendments to the 2004/05 integrated transport capital programme be approved.

(ii) That the proposed amendments to the outline programme for 2005/06 be approved.

The above decisions have been made to enable the design and implementation of transport schemes in support of the Council’s policy objectives.

C272
POLICY AND SERVICE PLANNING CYCLE – COUNCIL TAX BASE 2005/06

Consideration has been given to the Council Tax Base for 2005/06 for the Borough of Gateshead and the Parishes of Birtley and Lamesley, which must be forwarded to the Northumbria Police Authority and Tyne and Wear Fire and Civil Defence Authority by 31 January 2005.


RESOLVED - 
That Council be recommended to approve:

(i) This report for the calculation of the Council’s Tax Base for the year 2005/06.

(ii)
That details of the above tax bases be forwarded to the major and local precepting authorities.

(iii)
That these bases be used for the Council’s own purposes in the calculation of its Council Tax level for 2003/04.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Council to meet its statutory obligations in setting the Council Tax Base.

C273
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2004/05 – THIRD QUARTER REVIEW

Consideration has been given to the third quarter review of the Capital Programme for 2004/05. 

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve:

(i) The variations to the 2004/05 capital programme, as detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, as the revised programme.

(ii) The financing of the revised programme.

The above decisions have been made for the following reasons:

(A) To accommodate changes to the Council’s in year capital expenditure plans.

(B) To ensure the optimum use of the Council’s capital resources in 2004/05.

C274
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT – FEES AND CHARGES

Consideration has been given to the proposed scheme of fees and charges for the provision of information in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the Council be recommended to adopt the following scheme of charges, in relation to requests under the Freedom of Information Act:

(a)
In accordance with the regulations, no charge be made for locating, retrieving and extracting the requested information where the cost of so doing is less than £450.

(b)
For the purpose of estimating the cost referred to in (a) above, the cost of staff time be calculated at £25.00 per hour.

(c)
The cost of disbursements be recovered as follows:

· postage – actual cost

· photocopying – 20p per A4 sheet

· charge for copying of other formats (such as plan and colour printing) be determined by the appropriate head of service in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance & ICT

· supply of material in non-print formats (where available) – to be determined by the appropriate head of service in consultation with the Strategic Director, Finance & ICT
(d)
Charges for disbursements be waived when the total cost is less than £10.00.

(ii)
That a fee of £10 be charged for subject access requests under the Data Protection Act 1998.

The above decisions have been made to enable the Act to be properly administered and the Council’s costs to be recovered as far as this is lawful.

C275
RESIDENTS’ SURVEY 2005

Consideration has been given to the arrangements for the next household survey of residents across the borough of Gateshead.

RESOLVED - 
That the arrangements for the next household survey of residents across the borough of Gateshead be approved.

The above decision has been made to enable the residents survey to be put out as soon as possible.

C276
TYNE AND WEAR EDUCATION BUSINESS LINKS ORGANISATION – REPRESENTATION


Consideration has been given to the representation on the Board of the Tyne and Wear Education Business Links Organisation (TWEBLO).


RESOLVED - 
That Councillor Mearns, portfolio holder for employment and economy, be appointed as the Council’s representative to the Board of TWEBLO.


The above decision has been made to ensure that the Council is represented on a key sub-regional board.

C277
ANNUAL REVIEW OF SOCIAL SERVICES PERFORMANCE 2003


Consideration has been given to the key findings from the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) annual review of social services performance and to the action plan prepared in response to the recommendations.


RESOLVED - 
(i)
That the annual CSCI assessment of social services 


performance for 2003/04 be noted.

(ii) That the action plan that addresses CSCI’s recommendations for improvement, outlined in Appendix 3 to the report, be referred to a joint meeting of the Healthier Communities and Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committees to consider the robustness of the plan.

(iii) That a further report be submitted to Cabinet following consideration of the action plan by the Healthier Communities and Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

The above decisions have been made to ensure that appropriate action is taken following the annual review.

C278
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to a consultation document, which contains proposals for the future development of the School Attendance Strategy. 


RESOLVED - 
That the document, outlined in Appendix 2 to the report, be used as a basis for consultation on the proposed School Attendance Strategy, including the Children and Young People Advisory Group.


The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To ensure the Council and its partners work together to maxmise school attendance by children and young people.

(B) To help meet the Council’s policy outcomes as set out in “Towards 2010.”

C279
REVISION OF CULTURAL STRATEGY


Consideration has been given to the outline scope and consultation process for a revised cultural strategy for Gateshead which will provide a strategic framework for the development of culture in the borough.


RESOLVED - 
That the process for producing a revised cultural strategy for Gateshead be endorsed.


The above decision has been made to provide a strategic framework for the development of culture in Gateshead.

C280
GATESHEAD TOWN CENTRE – SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT


Consideration has been given to the draft Supplementary Planning Document for the Town Centre which will clarify the planning policies for the Town Centre within the Gateshead Unitary Development Plan (UDP).


RESOLVED - 
That the draft Supplementary Planning Document be approved as a basis for public consultation, with a view to final approval and adoption by the Council in early summer of 2005.


The above decision has been made to amplify and clarify the policies of the UDP and provide a framework for the development and regeneration of the Town Centre.

C281
SINGLE REGENERATION BUDGET – NEW PROJECTS


Consideration has been given to the actions of the East Gateshead Partnership in approving one new project.

RESOLVED - 
That the actions of the East Gateshead Partnership in approving expenditure on the project, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made as the project will contribute to the overall strategies of the East Gateshead Partnership and will support the Delivery Plan relating to the scheme.

C282
SCHEME FOR THE DELIVERY OF GRANTS FOR FIRE SAFETY AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES IN PARTNERSHIP WITH EAGA PARTNERSHIP LTD


Consideration has been given to a scheme for Fire Safety and energy efficiency measures which will be carried out in partnership with the EAGA Partnership Ltd and will be part funded by the Department of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Warm Front Team and Scottish Power.


RESOLVED - 
That the proposed scheme be approved and include the following measures:

· The supply and fitting of smoke alarms where a need is identified

· WARM FRONT survey – with subsequent WARM FRONT grant assistance for insulation measures and heating systems where applicable.

· Free cavity wall insulation where eligible

· Benefits Health Check – to see if the residents’ are in receipt of their full benefits entitlement

The above decision has been made because vulnerable residents will be given the opportunity to increase the safety of their homes, improve the energy efficiency of their dwelling and help reduce fuel poverty, where eligible, and ensure that they are receiving their full benefits entitlement.

C283
PROPOSAL FOR THE VARIATION OF TYPES OF WORKS PROVIDED THROUGH THE ESSENTIAL MINOR REPAIR ASSISTANCE FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR


Consideration has been given to the proposed variation on the type of works provided through the Essential Minor Repairs Assistance for home improvements.


RESOLVED - 
That the variation on the types of works available through Essential Minor Repairs Assistance, so that it will also cover adaptations, be approved.


The above decision has been made to help alleviate some of the demands on the Disabled Facilities Grants budget, which is increasingly under pressure in the private sector.

C284
TENDERS


Consideration has been given to a number of tenders.


RESOLVED - 
That the following tenders be approved:

(i) Extension to Portobello Primary School to provide extra classrooms, a library and ICT facilities – Group Director, Local Environmental Services.

(ii) Extension to Ryton Junior School to provide an ICT suite – Group Director, Local Environmental Services (negotiated tender)

(iii) Extension to the main entrance of Washingwell Primary School to provide improved staff and access facilities – Group Director, Local Environmental Services.


The above decisions have been made to allow the contracts/schemes to proceed.
C285
FINAL ACCOUNTS


Consideration has been given to the Final Accounts for works contracts.


RESOLVED - 
That the Schedule of Final Accounts, detailed in Appendix 2 to the report, be approved.


The above decision has been made in order to comply with Financial Regulation 13.14 of the Council’s Constitution.

C286
“VIEW: SHAPING THE NORTH EAST” – REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE NORTH EAST CONSULTATION DRAFT

Consideration has been given to the consultation draft of the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) which outlines a long-term strategy for the spatial development of the North East.

RESOLVED - 
That the comments on the RSS, as detailed in Appendix 3 to the report, be approved.

The above decision has been made for the following reasons:

(A) To assist in progressing the preparation of Regional Spatial Strategy for the North East.

(B) To seek to influence proposals for the regeneration of the region in the interests of the Borough’s residents.

C287
RESPONSES TO CONSULTATION


Consideration has been given to proposed responses to recent consultations.

RESOLVED - 
That the responses to the following consultations as detailed in Appendices 1 to 5 to the report be endorsed:

· Future Support for Patient and Public Involvement in Health – Department of Health

· Getting the best from Complaints – Change to Children and Young People’s Complaints Procedures

· Investing in Skills: Taking Forward the Skills Strategy – Learning and Skills Council

· Register of Definitive Map Applications – Department for the Environmental, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

· Joint Public Path Orders – DEFRA


The above decision has been made to enable the Council to contribute to the consultations.
C288
VARIATIONS WITH THE FORWARD PLAN


Consideration has been given to the variations between the agenda for the meeting and entries on the Forward Plan and Supplementary Schedule.


RESOLVED - 
That the variations be noted for the reasons given in the Appendix to the report.

C289
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED -
That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the remaining business in accordance with the indicated paragraphs of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972.
C290
ORGANISATIONAL CHANGE – RAISING ACHIEVEMENT SERVICE, LEARNING AND CULTURE (Paragraphs 1 and 11)

Consideration has been given to the proposals to rationalise the staffing structure within the Raining Achievement Service as part of the Learning and Culture Group.

RESOLVED - 
That the Council be recommended to approve the proposals for the Raising Achievement Services in the Learning and Culture group, as detailed in the Appendices to the report, subject to trade union consultation where appropriate.

The above decision has been approved because the proposed structures will enable effective and coherent delivery of services in the Education Development Plan and allow the service to meet the new demands placed upon it by external development, in particular the Department for Education and Skills’ 5 Year Strategy.

(Copies of all reports and appendices referred to in these minutes are available in the minute file.)

(The decisions referred to in these minutes will come into force and be implemented after the expiry of 3 working days after the publication date of the minutes identified below unless the matters are ‘called in’.)

Publication date: 19 January 2005
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