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REPORT TO 

TYNE & WEAR ARCHIVES 

JOINT COMMITTEE
7 March 2005
TITLE OF REPORT:
 Designation Scheme

REPORT OF:
Chief Archivist & Head of Cultural Development
 

Purpose of the Report

To report on the implications of the Museums, Libraries & Archives Council’s Extension of its Designation Scheme to archives.

 

Background

1. The Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) inherited a scheme for designation of collections of outstanding significance in museums from the Museums & Galleries Commission.

2. In line with its cross-domain remit MLA consulted the sector on the extension of the scheme to libraries and archives, and is currently implementing this extension.

3. 62 museums or museum services (including Tyne & Wear) currently hold Designated collections.

Summary of the scheme

4. Designation is intended to identify “our most significant cultural assets…guard against neglect or disposal of national treasures…promote awareness of…the collections held in museums, libraries and archives, so they can inspire and be fully enjoyed by many generations to come.”

5. “Organisations holding Designated collections are expected to work towards the provision of high-quality services which deliver the fullest possible access to those collections, and to help other institutions by sharing expertise, offering advice and lending objects or materials”

6. A new round of the scheme, open to archives and libraries only, has invited preliminary expressions of interest, to be followed by full applications by 11 April 2005.

7. 30-40 collections are expected to be designated, with awards announced by the end of September. 152 expressions of interest have been received.

8. This is regarded as a pilot round to establish benchmarks for archive and library collections. Further applications will then be invited from all three domains.

9. The museums scheme has included the availability of a challenge fund. No funding is currently available for archives and libraries, but the application process will include a needs assessment, which will form part of a bid to the Spending Round for 2006.
10. The Archives Service has submitted an expression of interest for our shipbuilding and maritime trade collections, which we feel are of sufficient significance for consideration in this first round.

Recommendation

11. To approve the submission of a full application for the Designation of Tyne & Wear Archives Service’s shipbuilding and maritime trade collections, and receive further reports as necessary.

Alternative Options

12.  There is no alternative option at present.

CONTACT:   Liz Rees 0191 277 2241
PLAN REF:  











APPENDIX 1

Implications of Recommended Option

1.  Equal Opportunities Implications -  nil

2. Crime and Disorder Implications -  nil

3. Environmental Implications -  nil

4. Human Rights Implications -  nil

5. Ward Implications -  nil
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