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	Report to West and Central Area Board 

03 March 2005


	
	

	Title:


	Security and Environmental Schemes

	Report of:
	Director of Property and Technical Services

	
	


Purpose of Report

1. To update the Area Board on schemes already approved within the West and Central Area.

Background

2. The Area Board Terms of Reference were agreed by the Board on 11 December 2003. Within those Terms of Reference is a requirement for the Area Boards to consider and agree security and environmental programmes identified by tenants.

3. The Area Board at its meeting on 6 May 2004 agreed that the Principal Housing Services Manager would report security and environmental schemes for approval.

Property and Technical update

4. Once the Area Board has approved schemes it has proved necessary to undertake further consultation with residents; obtain planning permission where required, and in many cases obtain more detailed costs. Following this detailed schemes are prepared and orders placed with relevant contractors. 

5. The attached appendix shows progress to date on all schemes previously approved by this Area Board. However due to the high number of schemes submitted this year, and the extent of work required once a scheme is approved, it is likely that a number of schemes will not be completed before the year end. These schemes will have priority on the security and environmental budget next year.
6. The scheme at 1-28 Greenfield’s, Ryton, to provide a bitmac surface and a footpath was approved on the 6th September 2004. In order to fully satisfy the requirements of the scheme, and following additional consultation with the Council’s Highways Section, particularly relating to the drainage issue, a more detailed specification is now required.  The costs are expected to rise significantly, and a revised proposal will be presented to the Area Board early next financial year. Residents have been informed of that this scheme is to be considered again by the Area Board.
7. The schemes at Mendip Gardens and Grampion Gardens may be delayed until next financial year.  After initially stating that planning permission may not be necessary, the Council has now requested that an outline proposal is submitted, in order for them to make a decision on whether full permission is required. Every effort will be made to get this scheme on site as soon as possible, but the Area Board should be advised of this potential delay.  

     Financial Implications
8. The budget for security and environmental schemes for the West and Central Area Board is £295,000. At previous meetings the Area Board approved schemes up to the value of  £335,967 including Pathfinder funding of £39,055 for a scheme at Armstrong Street bungalows, which reduces our approved costs to £296,912. The budget for 2004/5 is therefore fully committed.
9. At this stage it is estimated that only £150,000 will be spent this financial year, leaving £145,000 not spent. This will result in this amount being funded from next years budget. 

Recommendation
10. The Area Board is recommended to note the contents of this report.


Contact:  Nick Huston, Tenant Liaison Manager
Tel No:  (0191) 433 5327

Committed expenditure to date.

	Neighbourhood
	Fencing

£
	Lighting

£
	Landscaping

£
	General Security

£
	General Environment

£
	Other

£
	Total

£

	Central
	6,800
	25,481
	3,000
	2,500
	7,279
	0
	45,060

	Inner West
	15,700

(39,055)
	0
	0
	114,582
	79,129
	0
	209,411

(39,055 Pathfinder schemes not incl. in total)

	West
	11,365
	5,911
	0
	13,604
	2,250
	9,311
	42,441

	Total
	33,865
	31,392
	3,000
	130,686
	88,658
	9,311
	296,912
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